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FSA F a r m N e w s





News for People Interested in Agriculture











FOREIGN INVESTORS NOTIFICATION





The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U. S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture.  The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.  Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction for FSA within 90 days of the closing.  Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25% of the fair market value of the property.  Municipal government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.





POWER OF ATTORNEY





If you are too busy getting work done around the farm to come into your local FSA office to conduct business and complete your paperwork, here’s a solution.  Retain an agent to act on your behalf for programs and transactions authorized under the 2002 Farm Bill and most other FSA administered programs.  This can be done by completing an FSA-211, Power of Attorney.  The form is available at your local USSDA Service Center or on-line at http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov.  Farms obtained and completed outside USDA Service Center offices must be notarized.  To find our more, call the office.





PAYMENT LIMITATION/ELIGIBILITY





USDA payments and benefits are subject to producer eligibility and limitation provisions as defined by law.  Documents and forms to determine eligibility and limitations once completed are reviewed on an annual basis.  It is the producer's responsibility to report changes in the farming operation which may affect payment eligibility and payment limitations.  The following payments apply to DCP for each contract year under the new Farm Bill.  For all covered commodities, except peanuts: $40,000 for direct payments and $65,000 for counter-cycle payments.  The Environmental Quality Incentive Program has a $450,000 payment limitation total for fiscal years 2002—2007.





BANK  ACCOUNT CHANGES?	





As of January 1, 1999, all FSA payments are required to be electronically


 transferred into your bank account.  In order to make timely payments,


 you need to notify the office if you close your account or if another


 financial institution purchases your bank.  Payments can be delayed


 if we are not aware of changes to your account and routing numbers.




















SPOUSAL SIGNATURES





Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation in which either has interest.  This option is automatically available unless a written request for exclusion is made to the county office staff by either spouse.
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DIRECT AND COUNTER CYCLICAL PROGRAM (DCP)





We can now issue 2007 advance direct payments under the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program.  Update your DCP contract and put the advance payment to work for your farm today.  Farmers who want to update their contracts need to address land and business issues:





Will you continue to rent the same property you rented last year?  If not, notify the office so we can update your farm records or perform a reconstitution to remove land from your farming operation.


A cash-rent certification may be used if you rented the land last year, however, an advance payment cannot be issued for the farm until July 1, 2007.


Are you changing the structure of your operation?  For example, is the farm converting from an individual to a partnership or Limited Liability Corporation (LLC)? Are you changing shares within the business or is one of the shareholders leaving the business?  These questions need to be answered prior to signup.





NONINSURED ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP)





The deadline is 3/15/07 for annual crops.  The NAP program provides financial assistance to producers of crops not insured by the Risk Management Agency (RMA).  It protects producers when they experience low yields as a result of natural disasters.  Producers who are interested in purchasing NAP coverage are reminded that they must make an application on or before the application closing date for the specific drop.  Applications are filed at your local FSA county Office and all fees must be paid before the application is accepted by FSA.  Most non-insurable spring planted crops can be covered if an application is filed by application deadline.  Service fees amount to $100.00 pre crop not to exceed $300.00 per producer per county and these must be paid by the deadline as well.  Once insured by NAP, the producer is responsible to report the acres of crop planted and notify the FSA county office anytime damage occurs due to a natural occurrence.  Once notified of the damage, FSA will conduct an inspection to determine the amount and cause of the damage.





ATTENTION PRODUCERS, LANDOWNERS





Do you intend to clear timber areas to create or to expand existing crop areas?


Are you converting a pasture field into a crop field?


Are there any areas on your farm(s) that you are considering cropping that have not been cropped in recent years?


Is there a wet spot in a field that you want to drain to make cropping easier?


Are you disturbing a wildlife habitat area of any type?


Are you doing anything different on your farm(s) this year?





These are Highly Erodible and Wetlands provision questions that need to be considered each year by producers to assure that they may remain eligible for USDA benefits.  If you have any questions or concern that something you plan to do on your farm could jeopardize your eligibility for benefits, please contact your NRCS representative before you begin work.





CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE





Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.  Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium poppies and other drug producing plants.





SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS		





Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or


hearing impairment.  If accommodations are required, individuals should contact the county FSA office


directly or by phone.








USDA/RURAL DEVELOPMENT Announces the upcoming anticipated funding authorization for the Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements Program. This program currently funds grants and loan guarantees to agricultural producers and rural small business for assistance with purchasing renewable energy systems and making energy efficiency improvements.  Renewable energy grants can range from $2,500 to $500,000. Energy efficiency grants can range from $1,500 to $250,000 however grant request must not exceed 25 percent of the eligible project costs. Please see � HYPERLINK "http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/index.html" �http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/index.html� for more details.
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USDA/RURAL DEVELOPMENT ALSO announces the upcoming anticipated funding authorization for the Value-Added Producer Grants. Eligible applicants are independent producers, farmer and rancher cooperatives, agricultural producer groups, and majority-controlled producer-based business ventures. Grants may be used for planning activities and for working capital for marketing value-added agricultural products and for farm-based renewable energy. Matching funds must be at least equal to the grant amount which include in-kind contributions.  Please see � HYPERLINK "http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/vadg.htm" �http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/vadg.htm� for more details.





1099-G MAILED FROM KANSAS CITY





During the last week of January, producers who have received payments from FSA should have also received a CCC-1099-G from the Kansas City office.  A CCC-1099-G is a report to the Internal Revenue Service about FSA payments made to you in calendar year 2006.  The CCC-1099-G is a service to help participating producers report taxable income. It is not intended to replace the program participant’s responsibility to report income to the IRS.��If you received a CCC-1099-G, we recommend that you check the amounts shown with those in your records to see that the amounts are correct.  Refunds will no longer be reported on the 1099-G, but will be available online from the FSA Financial Inquiries (FSA-FI) web-based database.  Program participants with eAuthentication user ID’s and passwords can access their refund information at FSA-FI and select “Inquiry Type 1099/Refund Reports”.  Refund amounts are displayed on the Producer’s Year-to-Date Activity web page.





If you have a question concerning the 1099-G refund information, you may contact your local FSA office for assistance locating the correct payment data.  If you choose to visit the office, bring your CCC-1099-G with you.





DIRECT AND GUARANTEED LOANS AVAILABLE





The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs.  If you are having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are available now.  Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew your loan.  Loan funds are available now — applying early is important so that a loan can be processed and funded in a timely manner.  Most of our loan programs have special funding available for minority, female and beginning farmers.  FSA employees will help you complete the necessary application and other forms, and help you understand what information is required, where to find it or who to contact to get it.  To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the county office staff.    





To speak to a farm loan manager for Tolland County, please call Ron Clark in Norwich at 860-887-3604 ext 3001.


To speak to a farm loan manager for Hartford County, please call Ellen Losee in Torrington at 860-626-8852.





		Operating Loans							5.0%


		Farm Ownership							5.125%


		Limited Resource Farm Ownership					5.0%


		Emergency Loans						3.75%


		Farm Ownership for Beginning Farmer Down Payment		4.0%








WHAT IS CONTINUOUS CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM?





The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program allows participants to voluntarily enroll acreage in conservation practices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water and soil quality and provide wildlife habitat and food sources.


Eligible landowners enter into 10- to 15-year contracts in return for receiving annual rental and  perhaps maintenance, incentive and cost share payments.  To be eligible, participants and acreage must meet certain requirements. If eligibility requirements are met, the Farm Service Agency will automatically accept enrollments of acreage into Continuous CRP. Landowners may enroll in the program at any time during the year.  For more information on Continuous CRP enrollments, please contact the county office staff or visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas /publications/facts/html/crpcont03.htm.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability and where applicable, sex,  marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S. W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.





TOBACCO MEETING	





The tobacco growers meeting will again be held this year at Suffield High School on


 Sheldon Road (South of Rte. 168) Wednesday, February 21st from 9:00 am to 


1:00 pm.  In case of severe inclement weather, the program will be postponed until


 the following day.  The topics will include insurance update and changes which


 will be discussed by Mr. Jeremy Forrett.  The meeting  should qualify for 


Connecticut and Massachusetts pesticide applicator recertification credit.  Those


 interested in obtaining credit should be sure to have their license number available


 at the meeting.  Please call 860-683-4977 for meeting information and questions.








COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS		





Congratulations to Edward Kasheta Jr. for being elected to the County Committee from LAA#3 with Stanley Waldron as 1st Alternate.  Congratulations also to Oliver Tuller Jr. for being elected to the County Committee from LAA#2 with Dean R. DePietro as 1st Alternate.  





At the Organizational Meeting in January, Edward Kasheta Jr. was elected Chairman and Oliver Tuller Jr. was elected Vice-chairman.  FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the time to complete the election ballot.  The county committee system works only because of your participation.
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