FSA

—
S

NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2010

Hawaii County FSA Office
154 Waianuenue Ave Rm 219
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Phone: 808-933-8340
Fax: 808-933-8345

Office Hours
Monday through Friday
7:30 am — 4:00 pm

County Committee

Charles Onaka, Chairperson
Aileen Yeh, Vice-Chairperson
Yoshio Watanabe, Member

Hilo Staff - Farm Programs
CED Lester Ueda

PT Debbie Jitchaku

PT Malia Boyce

PT Stephanie Prue

Hilo Staff - Farm Loans
FLS Miki Miyasato

FLO John Tamashiro
FLOT Fred SanNicolas
FLOT Jessica Choy

PT Linda Kow

Kona Staff
Jennifer Withrow
Program Tech

Alleen Texeira
Student Intern

We're on the Weh! www.fsa.usda.gov

October Highlights:

Conservation Loans

COC Election Ballots

Livestock Disaster Programs

Applicant Deadline Reminders
r-2)

New Loan Program
for Conservation Practices

The Farm Service Agency makes and guar-
antees conservation loans on farms and ranches
to help conserve our natural resources. The
Conservation Loan (CL) Program provides
farmers with the credit necessary to implement
conservation measures on their land. The direct
CL limit is $300,000 and the guaranteed CL
limit is $1,119,000. Guaranteed loans are avail-
able through lenders working with FSA.

Applicants will work with Natural Re-
sources and Conservation Service (NRCS) staff
to develop a conservation plan. Conservation
practices must be approved by NRCS before
FSA can provide financing. Examples of con-
servation practices include installation of con-
servation structures; establishment of forest
cover; installation of water conservation meas-
ures; establishment or improvement of perma-
nent pastures; transitioning to organic produc-
tion; manure management, including manure
digestion systems; and others. For more infor-
mation on conservation loans, contact the Ha-
waii County Farm Loan Program staff.

County Committee
Election Ballots

Starting early next month, watch your mail-
box for your official County Committee elec-
tion ballot. All eligible voters in LAA-3 (the
Hamakua Coast) will receive ballots beginning
November 5, 2010. Completed ballots are due
back in the county office by the close of busi-
ness on December 6, 2010. Remember, if you
want your vote to count, you must sign your
ballot. Mahalo!

Two Livestock Disaster Programs
Read on to learn more about LFP, the Live-
stock Forage Disaster Program, and ELAP, the
Emergency Livestock Assistance Program.

NOTICE: For both LFP and ELAP, dead-
lines have passed for 2008 and 2009 loss fil-
ing. For 2010 and subsequent year losses,
sign up ends Jan. 30, 2011 (30 days after the
end of the loss year.)

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP) provides compensation to eligible live-
stock producers who suffer grazing losses for
covered livestock due to drought conditions or
fire on federally managed land.

As authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill, the LFP
provides recovery assistance to livestock pro-
ducers suffering grazing losses that occur due
to drought or fire up to October 1, 2011.

The LFP program is activated in drought areas
when the National Drought Monitor records a
drought of D2 or more severe for the area. As-
sistance levels increase with the severity of
drought designation.

For 2010 and subsequent years, applications
must be filed no later than 30 calendar days
after the end of the calendar year in which the
grazing losses occurred.

For more information about LFP, including
eligible livestock and fire criteria, stop by the
FSA office or go on-line at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

The Emergency Livestock Assistance
Program (ELAP) provides compensation to
eligible producers of livestock, honey bees, and
farm-raised fish for losses due to disease, ad-
verse weather, or other loss conditions includ-
ing wildfires. ELAP is for losses that are not
covered by Livestock Indemnity Program
(LIP); Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP); or Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE).

ELAP originated from the 2008 Farm bill
to assist producers with losses that occurred on
or after January 1, 2008, and before October 1,
2011. Eligible losses include feed Ilosses,
physical losses and additional costs incurred in
providing feed to eligible livestock. There are
two parts to the ELAP application process:

-A notice of loss

(file within 30 days of loss)
-Application for payment

(sign up before January 30, 2011)

An application for payment cannot be filed
without a notice of loss. Eligible physical
losses of honey bees and honey bee hives, that
were lost due to adverse weather or loss condi-
tions, are eligible under ELAP. Producers will
be required to provide documentation of begin-
ning and ending inventory of honey bee colo-
nies when claiming a physical loss of honey
bees or honey bee hives.
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* %% PROGRAM DEADLINE REMINDERS * * *
Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment (RTCP)

RTCP program applicants have until November 1, 2010, to
provide supporting documentation for fiscal year 2010.

Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)

The sign-up deadline for NAP 2011 is December 1, 2010.
Eligible annual crops include fruits, vegetables, forage,
honey, and herbs.

Acreage Spot Check Determinations and Notification

Each year the Farm Service Agency completes spot checks
of acreage reports. The reports are an integral part of farm
program participation, and the spot checks are completed to
ensure that accurate acreage is used in all farm program
computations. FSA will conduct spot checks on a selected
number of farms, and all acreage determinations are com-
pleted using the FSA Geographic Information System.

After farms are spot checked, a Notice of Determined Acre-
age is sent to the farm operator. Producer notifications will
be issued by FSA as spot checks are completed. Questions
concerning acreage determinations should be directed to
your local FSA ofﬁce

Farm Safety Tips:

-Do not allow children or any additional passengers on the
tractor with you.

-Don’t wear loose clothing when operating farm machinery.

-Wear ear protection while working around loud noise.

Beginning and Limited Resource Farmers
FSA assists beginning farmers and/or members of so-
cially disadvantaged groups in financing agricultural en-
terprises. Under these designated farm loan programs,
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through
either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning
farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years

e  Will materially and substantially participate in the
operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower
training and financial management program spon-
sored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the
county’s average size.

Stop by your local USDA Service Center for more in-
formation or visit online at www.fsa.usda.gov.

Paper Check Conversion (PCC)

Over the next year, the Farm Service Agency and the
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) will implement a
faster, more efficient electronic method to process produc-
ers’ checks. When producers present checks either in per-
son or through the mail, the checks will be converted into
an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). The funds will be
debited from the producer’s account usually within 24
hours of receipt. Please see the U.S. Department of Treas-
ury legal notices posted in the Service Center, or visit the
U.S. Treasury website at: https://www.pccotc.gov/pccote/

pcc/usingpec/Legal%20Notices/legalnotices.htm
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