
  

1 

 

    

 

 Issue # 2007-3                                                                               December  2007

IONIA County Farm Service Agency 
Newsletter 

     
Ionia County FSA 
431 Swartz Ct., Ste 300 
Ionia, MI 48846-2157 
616-527-2098  (phone) 
616-527-9055  (fax) 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

County Committee 
Steven Buche 
Jeffery Sandborn 
Ronald Brownell 
Mary Seidelman, Advisor 
 

Farm Program Staff 
Betty Arp - CED 
Sandra Meyers 
Bill Brandt 
Lindy Lindberg 
Diana Spitzley 
Field Reporters 
Ken Carr 
Brian Pinkston 
 

Farm Loan Staff 
John Anton, FLM 
Sara Possehn, FLO 
Vicki Carr 
Kathryn Marshall 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

Dec. 18  Open House  
 
Dec 24 & 25   Office 
Closed -Christmas  
Jan 1     Office Closed – 
              New Year’s Day  
Ongoing signup for Con-
tinuous CRP & Farm 
Storage Facility Loan  
 
Jan. 21  Office closed 
to observe Martin Lu-
ther King Day.  

 
Wishing you all a 
Happy and Safe Holi-
day Season! 
 Websites 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mi 
www.usda.gov 

     
 
 
 

CROP DISASTER PROGRAM (CDP) 
 

CDP provides benefits to farmers who suffered 
35% quantity and/or 25% quality losses to 
2005, 2006 and 2007 crops from natural dis-
asters and related conditions so long as the 
actual crop lost was planted or prevented from 
being planted before February 28, 2007. Produc-
ers who incurred qualifying losses in 2005, 
2006 and 2007 will receive payment for the 
one year in which the benefit is the highest. 
Only producers who purchased crop insurance 
coverage or coverage under the Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the year 
of loss will be eligible for benefits. Signup for the 
2005-2007 CDP quantity losses began Octo-
ber 15, 2007. No final signup date has been 
announced. Signup for CDP quality loss will 
be announced at a future date. 
 
We use RMA (crop insurance) loss records for 
insured crops; however, for some insurance 
policies (GRIP, GRP, AGR, CAT) where no 
production records were provided, you must 
provide verifiable and/or reliable production 
records. CDP requires a 35% loss of expected 
production; so you may be eligible for a pay-
ment even if the loss did not pay under NAP or 
RMA.  Crops planted by February 28, 2007 
are covered under this provision.  Since crop 
insurance is required to be eligible for benefits, 
it may be advantageous to insure future crops.   
To file an application please call for an 
appointment. 
 
 
 
 

Dairy Disaster Assistance Program 
(DDAP-III) – provides benefits to eligible 
dairy producers who suffered dairy pro-
ductions losses as a result of natural 
disasters occurring during the period of 
January 1, 2005, through February 28, 
2007.  Applications for assistance began 
December 3, 2007, no end date estab-
lished at this time. Call for details    

 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                County Office Staff Changes 
 
 
 
 

New duties - Kathryn Marshall has moved
from the Farm Program Area to the Farm 
Loan Program Area.  This means that in-
stead of working in DCP, etc., she will work 
with the Farm Loans.   
 
New employee – Please welcome Diana 
Spitzley who joined our staff in September, 
2007.  Diana grew up on a dairy farm.  She 
is very knowledgeable about farming which 
is a great asset to us. 

 
CED – After 41 years of dedicated service
to ASCS/FSA, beginning in Montana, then
in Michigan, Betty Arp has decided to retire 
from FSA to pursue other avenues.  Her last 
day to work at the Ionia FSA Office will be 
January 3, 2008.  To wish her good luck 
and to say “see you”; please join us for an
open house in her honor Tuesday, Decem-
ber 18 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Noninsurable Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP – provides financial assistance
to eligible producers affected by an eligible 
cause of loss such as adverse weather condi-
tions.  Eligible crops include commercial crops 
and agricultural commodities produced for food 
or fiber for which the catastrophic level of crop
insurance is not available.  NAP covers losses 
greater than 50% of your expected production at 
55% of the average market price.  The cost is 
$100 per crop. The application and serviced fee
must be filed by the application closing date for 
the crop.  There are various application closing 
dates – March 15th for most spring planted crops,
December 1st for honey and maple sap, August
20th for forage seeding.  For details contact the 
office.  
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LIVESTOCK COMPENSATION PROGRAM 
(LCP) 
LCP 2005-2007 has been implemented for produc-
ers who suffered weather related feed losses or 
additional feed costs.  Feed losses include low-
yielding pasture affected by weather such as 
drought or excessive moisture.  Losses must be a 
direct result of natural disasters occurring January 
1, 2005 through February 28, 2007.   
 
Eligible Livestock are dairy cattle, beef cattle, 
buffalo, beefalo, equine, poultry, elk, reindeer, 
sheep, goats, swine or deer maintained for com-
mercial use as part of a farming operation.   They 
must have been physically located in an eligible 
county during the applicable disaster period. 
 
Eligible Producers must have owned or leased 
eligible livestock on the beginning date of the appli-
cable period and suffered an eligible feed loss.  
Producers must choose payment for only one year 
2005, 2006, or 2007. Any 2007 losses incurred after 
March 1st, 2007 are not eligible. 
   
Signup has begun, no deadline date announced.  
If you are interested, please contact the office. 
 
Address Changes 
 
FSA is now mailing county newsletters from a cen-
tral site in Lansing. If you have a change of address, 
receive multiple newsletters, or do not wish to re-
ceive our letters, please let us know so that we can 
update our records. 
 

 
 
 

MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS- Com-
modity loans are available with or without par-
ticipation in the DCP; however, crops must be 
reported.  A producer must maintain beneficial 
interest in the commodity for the length of the 
loan.   Also, it is the producer’s responsibility to 
maintain the quality of the commodity in farm 
storage through the length of the loan, which is 
nine months.  For crop year 2007, loans are 
available for wheat through March 31, 2008; 
and corn and soybeans through May 31, 2008.  
Loan rates per bushel are as follows: 

Red Wheat - $2.47; White Wheat - $2.30; Corn 
- $1.88; and Soybeans - $4.92 
 
UNAUTHORIZED DISPOSAL OF 
LOAN COMMODITY 
 

Grain under loan that has been disposed of through 
feeding, selling or any other form of disposal 
without prior written authorization from the county 
office staff is considered unauthorized disposition.  
The financial penalties are severe and it may affect 
a producer’s ability to obtain future farm-stored 
loans.  Always call the office before any loan grain 
is fed, moved, or sold. 
 

 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
Bank Account Changes 
 
All FSA payments are supposed to be electronically 
transferred into your bank account.   You must no-
tify the office if you close your account or if your 
bank is purchased by another financial institution. 
Payments can be delayed if we are not aware of 
changes to your bank account and routing number.

 
The 2007 Census of Agriculture is your chance to share your voice.  
Your response provides vital inforamtion that impacts decisions 
about community development, funding availability, farm policy 
and other key issues.  By actively participating in the Census, you 

join with other voices to make positive changes.   Look for the Census in your mailbox in early 
January, 2008.  Complete and return it by February 4, 2008.  Remember!  When you lend your voice, 
you help ensure a better future for your operation, your family and your community.   

 
Wool and Mohair LDPs - The 2007 crop year for wool and mohair began 
January 1st.  Marketing assistance loans and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) 
are available for 2007 wool and mohair through January 31, 2008.  Make sure 
you have a CCC-633EZ on file before you lose beneficial interest in your 2007 
wool.  You can obtain the CCC-633EZ online or from our office. 

 
 
County Committee Election Results 
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Ballots for the 2008 COC election in LAA-2 were counted December 6, 2007.  Thank you to 
all who took the time to vote and return your ballot.  Congratulations to Steve Buche on being 
re-elected to serve on the COC; and Steve Roth, Alternate, These positions are for a three 
year term which will begin on January 1, 2008. 
 
Seeking Nominations for County Committee Advisor We are currently seeking nomina-
tions for a minority advisor to the County Committee. The duties of this position include 
meeting with the Committee members, offering suggestions, and advising on issues that 
come before them. Anyone interested in the position should submit a short narrative about 
themselves to the FSA office by January 3, 2008. The term will become effective March 1, 
2008.  Current advisor is Mary Seidelman, who is eligible to serve another term.   
 
 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Ionia Conservation District’s annual tree and seed sale will begin January 2, 2008 and run through 
mid April, 2008.  Contact the office for ordering information or log on to www.ioniacd.org.  Pickup 
your last minute Christmas gifts at our office.  We have several environmental book titles for sale in-
cluding: insects, animals, birds, gardening, fish, reptiles, mushrooms, and more.  All proceeds are 
used to support our educational and conservation efforts.  For more information contact Melissa El-
dridge at 616-527-2620 ext. 101. 
 
$$ for Carbon Credits - Have you heard about the Michigan Conservation and Climate Initiative 
(MCCI)?  This program pays producers for using conservation tillage and grass or tree plantings.   
Your current conservation practices may be eligible.  Contact your Conservation District for more in-
formation.  
 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

Reporting Changes - It is important to remember to contact the office with any record changes in 
your farming operation such as: 
 Address – Any contact information as well as temporary address changes should be updated for 
notification purposes. 
 Direct Deposit - to ensure payments are deposited correctly. 
 Development – any new parcels of land removed for houses needs to be reported. 
 Owner/operator – report any changes in land ownership, tenants or crop share agreements. 

Reconstitutions – changes that require farm combinations or divisions due to sale of land or 
change in operators should be reported as soon as possible. 
 Farm Operating Plan – Any changes to the farming operation that my have an effect on “per-
son” and/or “actively engaged” determinations. 
Update AD-1026 – when you pick up any new acreage, or plan to clear, drain, or put in tile on 
existing cropland.  Making these changes without prior approval by NRCS can result in loss of 
USDA program benefits. 

 
 

Controlled Substance 
Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible 
for USDA payments or benefits. Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited 
plant. Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium poppies and other drug producing plants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ionia County FSA Office PRESORTED STANDARD 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
LANSING, MI 

PERMIT NO. 19 
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Farm Loan Program Highlights 
 

FSA’s loan programs are designed to help family farmers who are temporarily unable 
to obtain private, commercial credit.  Several types of farm loans are available to quali-
fied applicants: 
 

• Guaranteed Loans: An approved lender makes the loan at their rates, terms, and 
conditions.  FSA guarantees the loan up to 90% to assist producers with their financial needs. 

• Direct Loans: Producers unable to qualify for a guaranteed loan from a commercial lender may be eligible 
for a loan direct from FSA.  Direct loans can be used for the same types of purchases as guaranteed loans. 

• Socially Disadvantaged Loans: This program has been developed to specifically target funding for indi-
viduals who are identified as belonging to a Socially Disadvantaged Group.  A socially disadvantaged 
applicant is one who has been subject to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice.  The Agency has identified these 
groups as Women, Asians, African-Americans, American Indians, Hispanics, Alaskan Natives, and Pacific 
Islanders. 

• Beginning Farmer Loans: FSA provides direct and guaranteed loan assistance for beginning farmers who 
are unable to obtain financing from commercial credit sources. 

• Emergency Loss Loans: Used for disaster relief. Ionia County has been designated a disaster area for the 
purpose of lower interest FSA loans.  Call the office for details. 

• Rural Youth Loans: Helps youth sponsored by a project advisor, such as a 4-H club. 
• Indian Land Acquisition Loans: Enables Indian Tribes to purchase privately held lands that lie within their 

reservations. 
 

Interested producers should contact John Anton or Sara Possehn at the Ionia County FSA office. 
 
 
 

Non-Discrimination Statement 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audio-
tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 


