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COUNTY COMMITTEE (COC) ELECTIONS 
THANK YOU!  To Mary Seidelman who served on 
the COC; however, due to term limits was unable 
to run for the position.  Congratulations to Ronald 
Brownell, who was elected to represent farms in 
LAA-1 on the COC, and Gene (Charlie) Schuring 
as 1st Alternate to the COC.   
Thank you to all who took time to vote and return 
your ballot, the COC system works only because 
of your participation. 
 

DIRECT & COUNTER-CYCLICAL PROGRAM 
(DCP) - Sign up for program year 2007 is underway. 
• Yearly sign-up is October 1 through June 1.  After 

June 1 a late filed penalty of $100.00 per farm is   
 assessed. Advance payments of 22% may be 
made for the 2007 program in any month that you 
select, beginning with December; the final 
payment will be made in October. 

• Base acres must be planted to an annual crop, be 
in hay, or idle grasses. Fruits & Vegetables (FAV) 
can not be planted on base acres unless the farm or 
producer has FAV history. In cases where FAV 
can be planted, producer will receive an acre-for-
acre reduction in their program payment. 

• Payments can only be earned by the person who 
has the risk in the crop. 

• Annual crop certification of all cropland on the 
farm is required. Deadline for reporting is June 30 
for fall planted crops; July 15 for spring seeded 
crops and CRP. 

• Lease agreements will be needed if your payment 
is requested prior to June 30.   

• HEL and Wetland provisions apply. 
 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) - Producers will be 
ineligible for any commodity, conservation, or price 
support program benefit if their AGI exceeds $2.5 
million, unless 75% or more of the AGI is from 
farming, ranching, or forestry. AGI is based on the 
average of the three tax years prior to the year benefits 
are requested. AGI is required from individuals, 
entities, and members of an entity. This information is 
NOT subject to disclosure under the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) 
 

COMMODITY LOANS – Important 
reminders on farm stored loans.  If you 
have a farm stored commodity loan, you 
remain responsible for the quantity and 
quality of loan collateral until the loan is 

paid. DO NOT move any sealed commodity for any 
reason without first obtaining proper authorization from 
the County FSA Office.  Unauthorized removal or 
disposition is a violation of Federal Law and may 
subject you to both criminal and civil actions.  You also 
are subject to paying liquidated damages on the 

quantity removed.  ALL cases of unauthorized 
disposition MUST be referred to the Office of Inspector 
General (OIG), USDA. 
The final date to request a loan or LDP on wheat, oats, 
and barley is March 31; and corn and soybeans is May 
31. Commodity loans mature 9 months following the 
month in which you take the loan.  2006 loan rates per 
bushel are as follows: Red Wheat - $2.58; White Wheat 
- $2.42; Oats - $1.40; Barley - $1.68; Corn - $1.87 and 
Soybeans - $4.91. 
 
FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOANS (FSFL) - 
Storage facility loans are available for producers to 
build or remodel farm storage facilities for a variety of 
commodities including corn, wheat, and soybeans.  The 
7-year FSFL is available for the purchase and 
installation of eligible storage facilities, permanently 
affixed drying or handling equipment, or remodeling 
existing facilities.  Eligible facilities include new 
conventional type cribs or bins and new and 
remanufactured oxygen-limiting and other upright silo 
type structures.  All facility loans are secured by a 
promissory note and security agreement.  For loans 
exceeding $50,000 or where a borrower’s aggregate 
outstanding balance exceeds $50,000, a lien on real 
estate is required. The maximum amount that may be 
borrowed is 85 percent of the net cost of the storage or 
handling equipment, up to $100,000 for each borrower.  
 
Payment Limitation/Eligibility - USDA payments and 
benefits are subject to producer eligibility and 
limitation provisions as defined by law. Documents and 
forms to determine eligibility and limitation are 
reviewed on an annual basis. It is the producer’s 
responsibility to report changes in the farming 
operation, which may affect payment eligibility and 
payment limitation. Program and payment limits: 
DCP is per contract year – 
Direct Payment -$40,000 
Counter Cyclical Payment - $65,000 
Per Crop Year 
LDPs and/or Market Gains - $75,000 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Program (NAP) $100,000 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) - 
$450,000 in aggregated for all contracts for FY 2002-
2007.  
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) - $75,000 
 
Measurement Service Fee Change -   
Basic farm visit fee is now $46.00 which includes the 
first hour plus $8.00 for each additional 30 minutes or 
fraction thereof. Fees will include actual time spent 
traveling, measuring, and calculating. This policy 
directed by national procedure more accurately reflects 
the costs incurred by the agency for field and bin 
measurements.   
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NATURAL DISASTER DECLARATION        
 
Ionia County is among one of the counties designated 
as natural disaster area where eligible farmers may 
qualify for FSA emergency loans due to losses caused 
by freeze and frost conditions that occurred April 25, 
2006 through October 15, 2006. Emergency loan 
applications will be received through July 9, 2007 for 
physical and production losses; and applications 
pending on that date may be processed and completed. 
 
Farm Loan Programs -The FSA provides credit to 
agricultural producers unable to secure credit from 
commercial lending sources including: Operating 
Loans, Farm Ownership, Beginning Farmer, Youth 
Loans, and Emergency Loans.  For detailed information 
contact John Anton, Farm Loan Manager, 616-527-
2098. 
 
Bank Account Changes –  
In order to make timely payments, you need to notify 
the office if you close your account or if your bank is 
purchased by another financial institution. Payments 
are delayed if you do not notify the office of changes to 
your account and routing numbers.  
 
Foreign Landowner Notification - Foreign investors, 
who buy, sell or hold a direct or indirect interest in U.S. 
agricultural land must report their holdings and 
transactions to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture.  The 
reporting requirement became law in 1978 when the 
Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act 
(AFIDA) was signed into law.  Failure to timely file an 
accurate report within 90 days of the transaction to 
their local Farm Service Agency Office can result in a 
penalty with fines up to 25 percent of the fair market 
value of the agricultural land. 
 
Change in Farming Operations – Producers are 
reminded to notify the office of a change in farming 
operations so records can be kept current and accurate. 
This includes any change in the amount of acres you 
farm.   
Appointments are encouraged to allow preparation time 
in advance due to web based computer issues. Thank you 
for your cooperation and patience!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attention Producers, Landowners!!  
 
• Do you intend to clear timber areas to create or to 

expand existing crop areas? 
• Are you converting a pasture field into a crop? 
• Are there any areas on your farm that you are 

considering cropping that have not been cropped 
in recent years? 

• Is there a wet spot in a field that you want to drain 
to make cropping easier? 

• Are you disturbing a wildlife habitat of any type? 
• Are you doing anything different on your farm(s) 

this year? 
These are Highly Erodible and Wetlands provision 
questions that need to be considered each year by 
producers to assure that they remain eligible for USDA 
benefits.  If you have any question or concern that 
something you plan to do on your farm could 
jeopardize your eligibility for benefits, please contact 
the county office before you begin work. 
 
Spousal Signatures – Husbands and wives may sign 
documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC 
programs in which either has an interest, with the 
exception of CCC Commodity Loans and Loan 
Deficiency Payments. This option is automatically 
available unless a written request for exclusion is made 
to the county office staff by either spouse.  
 
**************************************** 
Dates to remember 
February 19, Office closed in observance of 
President’s Day. 
March 31 – Final date to request loan or LDP on wheat 
MAY 31 – Final date to request loan or LDP on corn 
and soybeans. 
June 1 – Final date to sign into DCP without penalty 
June 30 – Final date to report fall seeded crops 
July 15 – Final date to report spring seeded crops 
Continuous – Farm Storage Facility Loans 
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP) 
COC meetings are scheduled on the first Tuesday of 
the month. 
***************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 


