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Youth Loans

Remember FSA makes operating loans to individual rural youths age 10 through 20 to establish and operate income producing projects. These projects must be of modest size and be initiated, developed, carried out by rural youths participating in 4-H Clubs, FFA, or a similar organization or with a vocational teacher or county extension agent. The project must be an organized and supervised program of work.  It must be planned and operated with the assistance of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan, and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience.  Contact your local FSA office for more details
Loans for Socially Disadvantaged

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can make and guarantee loans to socially disadvantaged applicants to buy and operate family size farms and ranches. Funds specifically for these loans are reserved each year. A socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their individual qualities.  For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, and Asians and Pacific Islanders.  Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager or Officer for more details and assistance in applying.

Customer Statement

January signals the beginning of a new year, and a time to gather financial records and starting thinking about filling out a 1040. Producers who have signed up for a USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account will have a little online help in that they will be able to access their farm data via their Customer Statement.

The Customer Statement puts a range of USDA services and programs into a single report that’s at your fingertips and available online, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

It allows USDA customers to view their participation, application and payment status in various commodity and conservation programs; information on farm loans; and conservation plan and land unit information.
Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into your bank account. In order for timely payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office staff if your account has been changed or if another financial institution purchases your bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to your account and routing numbers.
Payment Limitation/Eligibility 

USDA payments and benefits are subject to producer eligibility and limitation provisions as defined by law. Documents and forms to determine eligibility and limitation once completed are reviewed on an annual basis. It is the producer’s responsibility to report chances in the farming operation which may affect payment eligibility and payment limitation. 

The following payments apply to DCP for each contract year under the new Farm bill comes through both direct and counter-cyclical payments. For all covered commodities, except peanuts: $40,000 for direct payments and $65,000 for counter-cyclical payments. For peanuts: $40,000 for direct payments and $65,000 for counter-cyclical payments. The Environmental Quality Incentive Program has a $450,000 payment limitation. The Conservation Reserve Programs annual limit is $50,000 per person. 

Entities such as corporations, limited partnerships, trusts and estates are required to provide names, addresses, and ID numbers of their members. These entities should also inform every payment under more than one entity.

 Special Accommodations 

Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by phone.
Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office personally because of work schedules, distance, health, etc., we have a power of attorney form available that enables you to designate another person to conduct your business at the office. If you are interested, please contact our office or any Farm Service Agency office near you for more information. If you want a crop loan, a power of attorney form will need to be completed for husband and wife, if both do not come into the office to sign the forms on the day the loan is disbursed. 
Appeal Process

After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for USDA services or application, you will be sent a letter informing you of the decision and options you can pursue if you disagree.  

Generally, program participants have three choices — an informal review with the original agency decision-maker, an opportunity for mediation and appeal to the USDA National Appeal Division.

USDA Program Dates Fast Approaching
Farmers and ranchers are reminded of Whole-Farm Insurance Program and Multi Peril Crop Insurance Program Dates:

January 31, 2007 is the final date to submit required documents to continue or change Adjusted Gross Revenue-Lite (AGR-Lite) insurance for existing policy holders in Alaska.

March 15, 2007 is the final date to obtain 2007 AGR-Lite insurance for new application/enrollments.  It is also the final date to obtain or change ALL OTHER Spring seeded Crop Insurance coverage.

Producers are encouraged to contact a local multi-peril crop insurance agent to learn additional details.

Foreign Buyers Notification 

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA. 

Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.
“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large prints, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD)”

“To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

	Selected Interest Rates for

January 2007

	90-Day Treasury Bill
	5.125%

	Farm Operating Loans — Direct
	5.125%

	Farm Ownership Loans — Direct
	5.25%

	Limited Resource Loans
	5.00%

	Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher
	4.00%

	Emergency Loans
	3.75%

	Farm Storage Facility Loans
	4.50%

	Sugar Storage Facility Loans
	4.750%

	Commodity Loans 1996-Present
	6.00%


Alaska State FSA Office








PRSRT STD
800 W Evergreen








Postage Fees Paid

Suite 216









Farm Service Agency

Palmer, AK 99645








Permit NO G-96









UNITED STATES


DEPARTMENT


OF


AGRICULTURE


Farm Service


Agency





Northern County


Office


PO Box 585


Delta Junction, AK


99737





907.895.4242


866.872.3320


Fax: 907.895.5003





email:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:lloyd.wilhelm@ak.usda.gov" ��lloyd.wilhelm@ak.usda.gov�








Southern County


Office


800 W Evergreen


Suite 216


Palmer, AK  99645





907.761.7754


866.872.3320


Fax: 907.761.7738





email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chris.dickinson@ak.usda.gov" ��chris.dickinson @ak.usda.gov�





State Committee


Bill Ward, Chair


Jeanette James





State Executive


Director


Chad B. Padgett





�





Reminder:  Emergency Loans Available Under Two Separate Disaster Declarations 





Emergency loans are available to cover production losses and physical losses. 





Presidential Major Disaster Declaration M1663 covers Alaska farmers in the Mat-Su and nine surrounding boroughs/census areas who suffered significant damage due to the severe storms, flooding, landslides and mudslides that occurred August 15, 2006 through August 25, 2006.  Producers may be eligible for low-interest emergency loans from the Farm Service Agency if they are unable to get financing from any other source. These loans carry an interest rate of 3.75 percent.  Loan applications will be accepted at your local FSA office through June 16, 2007. 





Presidential Major Disaster Declaration M1669 covers Alaska farmers in the Kenai Peninsula and five surrounding boroughs/ census areas who suffered significant damage due to the severe storms, flooding, landslides and mudslides that occurred October 8, 2006 through October 13, 2006.  Producers may be eligible for low-interest emergency loans from the Farm Service Agency if they are unable to get financing from any other source. These loans carry an interest rate of 3.75 percent.  Loan applications will be accepted at your local FSA office through August 8, 2007. 








Redesigned Alaska FSA Web site


The redesigned Alaska FSA Web site improves the delivery of information and services to Web site visitors and meets USDA's eGovernment strategic goals prompted by the President's Management Agenda.  The revamped Web site has added a more effective search-tool engine for finding specific information. Other new features include "Hot Links," and "I Want To" sections that provide users quick links to popular FSA functions. Site visitors can also visit "Ask FSA," an online knowledge-based program designed to answer general questions about FSA programs and services. Please visit our redesigned Web site which gives customers immediate access to information needed to help them make important decisions about their farming operations:


�HYPERLINK http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=ak&area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing ��http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=ak&area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing�


Applications for FSA Loans 


Farmers and ranchers that intend to apply to the Farm Service Agency for loan assistance for the upcoming crop year are encouraged to file their applications as early as possible. Filing early will help ensure that your loan is processed and approved as early as possible so that planting decisions can be made. Failure to apply early can result in a delay in processing loans due to the volume of applications that must be processed in date order. Contact your local FSA farm loan manager or officer for more details and assistance in applying.














Dates to Remember


January 15, 2007 


Offices are closed in observance of Martin Luther King Day.


January 25-26, 2007


Acting CED in the Southern County Office.





June 1, 2007


Last day for 2007 DCP Sign-up.





June 16, 2007


Last day for EM loan applications under Presidential 


Major Disaster Declaration M1663





August 8, 2007


Last day for EM loan applications under Presidential 


Major Disaster Declaration M1669





Ongoing:


DCP sign-up and acceptance of                                    Farm Loan Program applications











