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    Election Nomination Period Open 
FSA counties are accepting nominations for 
candidates to serve on their county committees. 
The nomination period closes Tuesday, Aug. 1. 
 
"Farmers and ranchers have an important  
opportunity to ensure that their FSA county 
committees represent them by participating in 
the county committee election process," said 
Ag Sec. Mike Johanns. "I encourage agricul-
tural producers across the country to nominate 
eligible candidates, especially minorities and 
women, to serve on their local county commit-
tees and to vote this fall." 
 
Farmers and ranchers who serve on county 
committees help make decisions necessary to 
administer federal farm programs offered in 
their communities. County committees make 
decisions on agricultural issues such as com-
modity price support loans and payments, con-
servation programs, disaster payments and 
employing county executive directors. 
 
If you participate or cooperate in programs ad-
ministered by FSA and live in the local admin-
istrative area conducting an election, you may 
be nominated for candidacy for a committee.  
 
You can obtain a complete list of eligibility re-
quirements by visiting the county office or 
online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
/pas/publications/facts/html/cocelig06htm. 
 
You can nominate yourself or others as candi-
dates. Community based organizations repre-
senting minorities and women can nominate 
candidates. To become a nominee, eligible in-
dividuals must sign nomination form FSA-
669A. The form includes a statement that the 
nominee agrees to serve if elected. 
 
Keep the following important dates in mind 
during the 2006 county committee election 
process: 
 
 The nomination period ends August 1. 

 
 Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters by 

Nov. 3. The last day to return voted ballots 
to the county office is Dec. 4. 
 

 Newly elected county committee members 
take office Jan.1, 2007. 

 
For more information about FSA county com-
mittees or to obtain a nomination form (FSA-
669A), visit the county office or go online at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov /pas/publications 
/elections/Default.asp. 

CRP Cover Maintenance 

You are required to maintain your Conserva-
tion Reserve Program acres according to the 
conservation plan you agreed to with the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service technician. 
You need to make sure you: 
 
 Have adequate approved vegetative cover 

to control erosion for the contract period  
 Control weeds and other types of undesir-

able vegetation  
 Take control measures outside of the pri-

mary nesting season.  
  
Please keep in mind mowing for cosmetic pur-
poses is prohibited. That is why it is important 
to review your conservation plan and talk to 
NRCS if you think undesirable plant species 
are invading your CRP land. 

FSA Farm Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes both direct 
and guaranteed farm ownership and operating 
loans to family-size farmers and ranchers who 
cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank, 
Farm Credit System institution or other lender. 
FSA loans can be used to purchase land, live-
stock, equipment, feed, seed and supplies. The 
loans can also be used to construct buildings or 
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     make farm improvements.

  
If you're having trouble getting commercial 
credit, check with the county office staff about 
eligibility, as well as maximum loan amounts, 
rates, term and use of proceeds.  
  
If you have Internet access, visit http://www.fsa
.usda.gov/dafl/default.htm to learn more about 
FSA loans. 
 
 

Selected Interest Rates for 
July 2006 

90-Day Treasury Bill 4.875% 
Farm Operating - Direct 5.500% 
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.750% 
Limited Resource 5.000% 
Farm Ownership - Direct Down 
Payment, Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher 

4.000% 

Emergency  3.750% 
Farm Storage Facility 5.000% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 6.125% 

Farm Reconstitutions 
In Farm Service Agency terms, farms are con-
stituted to group all tracts having the same 
owner and the same operator under one farm 
serial number. When changes in ownership or 
operation take place, a farm reconstitution is 
called for. The reconstitution — or recon — is 
the process of combining or dividing farms or 
tracts of land based on the farming operation. 
 
The following are the different methods used 
when doing a farm recon. Remember, to be ef-
fective for the current year, recons must be re-
quested by Aug. 1 for farms enrolled in the 
Direct and Counter-cyclical Program. 
 
 Estate Method — the division of bases, al-

lotments and quotas for a parent farm 
among heirs in settling an estate;  

 
 Designation of Landowner Method — may 

be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or 
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm 
is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm 
ownership is transferred to two or more 
persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or owner-
ship is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two 
or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is 
transferred to two or more persons. This 

method cannot be used to divide allotments 
or quotas, if the parent farm is located in 
two or more counties and the allotments 
and quotas cannot be transferred from one 
county to another by sale, lease or owner. 
In order to use this method the land sold 
must have been owned for at least three 
years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer 
and seller must sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding;  

 
 Default Method -— the division of bases 

for a parent farm with each tract maintain-
ing the bases attributed to the tract level 
when the reconstitution is initiated in the 
system.  

 
 DCP Cropland Method — the division of 

bases in the same proportion that the DCP 
cropland for each resulting tract relates to 
the DCP cropland on the parent tract;  

 
The final date to request a 2005 reconstitution 
is Aug. 1, 2005. If 2005 DCP direct payments 
have already been issued on the farm, the re-
constitution will be effective for 2006, unless 
the payments are refunded. 

Agents Need Signed Statement 
Private crop insurance company representatives 
will now be required to produce a signed 
statement from you, the producer, when re-
questing map photocopies and acreage reports 
(FSA-578) from the Farm Service Agency. The 
statement must specify the crop year and the re-
lated documents that you want reproduced for 
the insurance agent.   
 
Insurance agents will be required to pay $1.00 
per map photocopy and $ .20 per printed page 
for acreage documents. County offices are not 
responsible for mailing copies to private crop 
insurance company representatives. Loss ad-
justers can request photocopies of maps and 
printed documents by submitting forms FSA-
426 or FSA-426-A. 

Section 32 Disaster Program 
Signup Continues 
Signup continues for four crop and livestock 
assistance programs providing aid to producers 
affected by the destructive 2005 hurricanes. 
These programs are funded by $250 million in 
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    Dates to Remember 

July 4 Independence Day Holiday. 
FSA offices closed. 

August 1 Deadline to submit COC 
nomination forms 

August 1 
Final date to request farm re-
constitution for current fiscal 
year. 

Sept. 30 Final date for 2006 DCP con-
tract revisions. 

 
Visit our Web site: http://www.fsa.usda/ms 
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Section 32 funds authorized immediately following these destructive 
storms.  The programs are: 
 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) will provide payments to eligible 
livestock owners and contract growers who incurred the death of livestock 
due to the hurricanes.   
 
Feed Indemnity Program (FIP) will provide payments to eligible live-
stock owners and cash lessees who suffered feed losses or increased feed 
costs due to the hurricanes.  
  
 Hurricane Indemnity Program (HIP) will provide payments to eligible 
producers who suffered crop losses and received either a Federal Crop In-
surance Corporation crop insurance indemnity or a FSA Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) payment.   
      
Tree Indemnity Program (TIP) will provide payments to eligible owners 
of commercially grown fruit trees, nut trees, bushes and vines that produce 
an annual crop and were lost or damaged due to the hurricanes.   
  
Contact the office for eligibility information and more details. 


