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Please Note:

Alabama has forty-five local
FSA offices that
service producers throughout
the State.

For questions or inquiries re-
garding information con-
tained in this newsletter or
regarding other FSA programs,
please contact your local
USDA- Farm
Service Agency Office.

You may also visit the
FSA website at:
www.fsa.usda.gov

Special Accommodations
Reasonable accommodations
will be made, upon request, for
individuals with disabilities,
vision impairment, or hearing
impairment to attend or
participate in meetings or
events sponsored by the Farm
Service Agency. If you require
special accommodations to
attend or participate in one of
our events, please call the FSA
county office and we will be
happy to make any needed
arrangements.

NEWSLET

FSA County Committee
Nomination Deadline is
August 1, 2011

County committees (COC)
play a crucial role in helping
the FSA implement the Farm
Bill. Due to the important services that COC
members provide, producers are encouraged to
participate in the FSA county committee elec-
tion process by nominating an eligible candidate
by the August 1, 2011, deadline.

To become a nominee, eligible individuals
must sign form FSA-669A. The form and other
valuable information about FSA county commit-
tee elections are available online at: http://
www.fsa.usda.gov; click on News & Events,
then County Committee Elections. Nomination
forms for the 2011 election must be post-
marked or received in the local USDA Service
Center by close of business on August 1, 2011.

FSA county committee members make deci-
sions on disaster and conservation programs,
emergency programs, commodity price support
loan programs and other important agricultural
issues. Members serve three-year terms. Na-
tionwide, there are more than 7,800 farmers
and ranchers serving on FSA county commit-
tees. Committees consist of three to five mem-
bers who are elected by eligible local producers.

FSA will mail ballots to producers beginning
November 4, 2011. The voted ballots are due
back at the local county office either via mail or
in person by December 5, 2011. Newly elected
committee members will take office on January
2,2012.

July 29, 2011— Deadline to Sign Up
for 2009 Crop Losses Under SURE

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program (SURE) will end on July
29, 2011. SURE provides benefits for 2008 -
2011 crop year farm revenue losses due to natu-
ral disasters. A farm enrolled in SURE may be
eligible when either:

e aportion of the farm is located in a county
covered by a qualifying natural disaster dec-
laration (USDA Secretarial Declarations
only) or a contiguous county, or

)
—

R
s

e the actual production is less than 50% of the
normal production.

For more details regarding SURE, contact your

local FSA office or visit the FSA website at

www.fsa.usda.gov.

Adjusted Gross Income Verification—
Program Participants must submit re-

quired forms to IRS

Participants in CCC programs subject to aver-
age AGI rules must submit form CCC-927
(Individual) and/or CCC-928 (Legal Entity) to the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) to avoid interrup-
tion of program benefits.

USDA has a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Internal Revenue Service to establish an
electronic information exchange process for veri-
fying compliance with the adjusted gross income
(AGI) provisions for farm programs. Written con-
sent will be required from each producer or pay-
ment recipient for the tax review process. No
actual tax data will be included in the report that
IRS sends to USDA.

The agreement ensures that payments are not
issued to producers whose AGI exceeds certain
limits. The limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill are
$500,000 nonfarm average AGI for commodity
and disaster programs; $750,000 farm average
AGlI for direct payments; and $1 million nonfarm
average AGI for conservation programs.

The required forms may be obtained from lo-
cal FSA and NRCS offices or online at: http://
forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet;
however, the producer is responsible for submit-
ting the form to the IRS.

Combining or Dividing Land?
August 1, 2011, is the final

date to request a reconstitution
(combining or dividing farms
based on the farming operation)
for farms enrolled in specific pro-
grams. Note: Tract divisions
shall be processed at any time

during the year to ensure tract record accuracy.
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Payment Limitation Provisions

Anyone who plans to participate in 2011 programs is required to submit a completed CCC
-902, CCC-926, and CCC-901, if applicable, for payment eligibility and payment limitation
purposes. The form used prior to 2009 was named CCC-502.

Contributions

All partners, stockholders, or members with an ownership interest in the legal entity

must make a contribution, whether compensated or not compensated, for active--*

® personal labor,

® active personal management,

® or a combination of active personal labor and active personal management to the
farming operation

*Note: there are exceptions for spouses.

Peison o Legal Bntity Payment Limitations Linpitation (n DeliRis)

Program Payment Type 2010 /2011 / 20412

Commodity Progiams

Counter-eydical and Average Crep Revenue Election (ACRE), exeept 5,000 1/
| PRINUILS

Counter-cyclical and Average ACRE payments on peanuts 65,000 1/

Direct payments on covered commodities except peanuts 40,000 2/

Direct payments on peanuts 40,000 2/

Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP); Marketing Assistance Loans; Mar- No Limits

keting loan gain (MLG)

Conservation Programs

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment 50,000

Cost Conservation Stewardship Program (CSTP) for FY 2009-2012 200,000

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) FY 2009-2012 300,000

Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) 50,000

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) 50,000

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) 50,000

Disaster Assistance Programs

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised 100,000

Fish (ELAP); Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP); Livestock In-

demnity Program (LIP);Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program

(SURE)

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 100,000

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 100,000

1/ Under ACRE, this amount will be a combined limitation for counter-cyclical and ACRE
payments. If a person or legal entity has a direct or indirect interest in payments earned
on a farm participating in ACRE, this limitation will reflect an increase for the amount that
direct payments are reduced.

2/ If the person or legal entity has a direct or indirect interest in payments earned on a
farm that is in ACRE, this limitation will reflect a 20 percent reduction in direct payments
on each farm that is participating in ACRE.

Additional information on payment limitations is available at FSA county offices or online
at: www.fsa.usda.gov

Continuous CRP Available

The Continuous Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP) is a private lands
environmental improvement program
that allows participants the opportu-
nity to enroll acreage in conservation
practices that will reduce soil erosion,
improve water and soil quality and
provide wildlife habitat and food
sources.

The Continuous CRP program is a
voluntary enrollment program. Eligible
landowners enter into contracts that
range from 10 to 15 years in length. In
return, the landowners will receive an-
nual rental and maintenance payments,
incentive payments for certain activities,
and cost share for establishment.

To be eligible for enrollment in the
Continuous CRP, participants and acre-
age must meet certain requirements.
Provided the eligibility requirements are
met, FSA will automatically accept en-
rollments of acreage into Continuous
CRP. Landowners may enroll in the pro-
gram at any time during the year. For
more information on Continuous CRP
enrollments, please contact your local
FSA office.

Timely Filing of Failed Acreage
Prevented Planting for Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP)

For losses on crops covered by NAP
and crop insurance, producers MUST
FILE a CCC-576 (Notice of Loss) in the
FSA Office within 15 days of the occur-
rence of the natural disaster or of
when losses become apparent.

Timely filing a Notice of Loss is RE-
QUIRED for ALL CROPS, including
grasses.

If filing for PREVENTED PLANTING,
an acreage report, FSA-578, and Notice
of Loss, CCC-576, MUST BE FILED
within 15 calendar days of the final
planting date for the crop. Contact
your local FSA office for a list of final
planting dates.

Note: PRODUCTION for the 2010 crop
year must be filed by the final acreage
reporting date of July 15, 2011. Fail-
ure to report production timely will
result in the disapproval of any notice
of loss associated with the year in
which benefits are requested.
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Disaster Assistance Programs — Farm Service Agency
provides assistance for natural disaster losses resulting from
drought, flood, fire, freeze, tornadoes, pest infestations, and
other calamities.

Prerequisite to Assistance:

® [Insurance Coverage—

Insurance coverage through USDA’s Risk Management

Agency (RMA) (Visit RMA Web Site — www.rma.usda.gov)
OR

e Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)—

Provides financial assistance to producers of noninsurable

crops when low yields, loss of inventory or prevented plant-

ing occurs due to natural disasters.

Assistance for Crop Losses (Including Trees):

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Pro-
gram—Provides financial assistance for crop production and/
or quality losses due to natural disasters.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP)—

Provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists to re-
place eligible trees, bushes, and vines damaged by natural
disasters.

Assistance for Livestock Losses

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-
Raised Fish (ELAP)—Provides emergency relief to producers
of livestock, honey bees, and farm-raised fish. Covers losses
from disaster, such as adverse weather, or other conditions,
such as blizzards and wildfires, not adequately covered by
any other disaster program.

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)—Provides financial
assistance to producers who suffered grazing losses due to
drought or fire.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)—Provides assistance to
producers for livestock deaths that result from disaster.

Assistance to Get Your Farm Up and Running

After a Disaster

Emergency Farm Loans— Direct loans available to assist
farmers who have suffered physical or production losses in
areas declared or designated as disaster or quarantine areas.

Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)— Provides emer-
gency funding and technical assistance for farmers and
ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disas-
ters and for carrying out emergency water conservation
measures in periods of severe drought.

Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP)— Provides
assistance to eligible owners of nonindustrial private forest
land in order to carry out emergency measures to restore
land damaged by a natural disaster.

Note: Disaster assistance programs have various signup
deadline dates; therefore, please contact your local FSA
office for signup deadline information.

Compliance Checks Conducted
Compliance and spot checks will
‘v'> . once again be utilized during the 2011
< @ crop year. Instead of locally selecting
farms, contracts, deficiency loans, etc.
for spot check and review, a nationwide
selection of producers is used to
achieve a statistical sampling of participating producers.
Spot check selections are conducted based on a pro-
ducer’s participation in the Conservation Reserve Program,
Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, Loan Deficiency Pro-
gram, etc.
For more information about the spot check selection pro-
cedure, feel free to contact your local office for additional
clarification.

Direct and Guaranteed Farm Loans Available

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family
farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs. If you are
having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, or
regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are
available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a
setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew your
loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be ob-
tained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. Guar-
anteed loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of
$1,119,000.

Hispanic and Women

Farmers Settlement

A process to resolve the claims
of Hispanic and women farmers and
ranchers who believe they were If you are a woman or
discriminated against while seeking | Mispanic farmer and believe
USDA farm loans is being estab- | farm loan benofits by USDA
lished. If you believe the United between 1981 and 2000.
States Department of Agriculture [ You may be eligible for

! a pensation.

(USDA) improperly denied farm
loan benefits to you between 1981
and 2000 because you are Hispanic
or because you are female, you may
be eligible to apply for compensa-
tion. For additional information on USDA ' ureastate
this and other settlement issues, _ rconure
contact the following as applicable:

NOTICE TO
HISPANIC AND/OR

WOMEN FARMERS
OR RANCHERS

To register your name to
receive a claims packet, call
the Farmer and Rancher Call
Center at 1-888-508-4429 or
visit: www.farmerclaims.gov

e Hispanic and Women Farmer
Claims Process, please visit: www.farmerclaims.gov or
call 1-888-508-4429;

e Pigford Il - The Black Farmers Discrimination L.iti-
gation, please visit: www.blackfarmercase.com or call
1-866-950-5547;

e Keepseagle - The Native American Farmers Class
Action Settlement, please visit:
www. IndianFarmClass.com or call
1-888-233-5506.
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Transition Incentive Program

The Transition Incentive Program (TIP) pro-
vides up to two additional Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) annual rental payments to a re-
tired or retiring owner or operator with an expir-
ing CRP contract. To qualify, the landowner must
sell or lease the CRP land to a non-family member
beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or
rancher so the new operator can convert some or
all of the land to production using sustainable
grazing or crop production methods.

An FSA online resource, TIP NET, can link retir-
ing farmers who have expiring CRP contracts with
beginning farmers or ranchers who are interested
in bringing the land into production is now avail-
able. TIP Net can be found online at http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/tipnet.

For information and eligibility requirements
for the Transition Incentive Program, contact your
local FSA office.

NAP Coverage Deadline
Reminder

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP) coverage for all
applicable NAP crops must be pur-
chased prior to the application clos-
ing date for the crop. Several Ala-
bama crops have application closing
dates of September 1, 2011, includ-
ing, but not limited to, aquaculture,
Christmas trees, honey, turf grass
sod, ginseng root, onions, eggplant,
and grasses for forage and grazing.
September 30, 2011, is the applica-
tion closing date for several varieties
of grasses, barley, canola, oats, rye,
strawberries, triticale, vetch, and
wheat.

Check with your local FSA Office
regarding NAP coverage deadline
dates for other crops.

Successor-In-Interest

Many FSA programs will allow
payments to be made to heirs or
successors when a program partici-
pant passes away. Additionally,
contracts in programs such as CRP
must be revised to reflect the suc-
cessor(s) to a deceased partici-
pant's interest.

In the event of an FSA program
participant's death, it is important
that FSA be notified. Entities and
joint operations that participate in
FSA programs also need to notify
FSA if a shareholder or member
passes away. FSA benefits are re-
ported to IRS; and maintaining cur-
rent, accurate records about par-
ticipants is vital to ensuring that
those payments are reported cor-
rectly.

o All FSA Offices will be closed

on the following dates in ob-
servance of the respective
listed Federal holidays:

® July 4— Independence Day
® September 5 — Labor Day
® October 10 — Columbus Day

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs
and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable,
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political
beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is
derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or
(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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