
United States
Department of 
Agriculture

Wisconsin State News
June 2010

Wisconsin
State FSA Office

Wisconsin State FSA
8030 Excelsior Dr.
Suite 100
Madison, WI 53717
608.662.4422 ext. 129
608.662.9425
www.fsa.usda.gov

From the Desk of Brad Pfaff, 
Wisconsin State Executive Director

After a long winter, an early 
spring was welcomed as it 
allowed Wisconsin farmers 
access to their fields.  For the 
most part, our state’s corn, 
soybean, and alfalfa crops 
look good.  While it continues 
to remain dry in the northern 

part of our state, the southern half of the 
state received some much needed moisture 
in mid-May.

Like you, we at FSA have been busy.  With 
the completion of the ACRE/DCP sign-up on 
June 1st, our farm program staff continues to 
be busy with crop certification and other pro-
grams.  In addition, USDA Secretary Vilsack 
indicated in March that a new Conservation 
Reserve Program general sign-up is expect-
ed yet this year.  

The County Committee Election nomination 
period will begin June 15.  The FSA County 
Offices across the state will host an “open 
house” on July 13, 2010 from 1-3 pm.  I en-
courage producers to join staff to learn more 
about the County Committees and the role 
they play in delivering FSA programs in local 
communities. 

Our farm loan program staff also continues 
to remain busy providing agriculture with 
important credit through these difficult times.  

Thank you for your continued work in pro-
ducing the food that feeds our nation and 
world.

County Committee Elections
County committee members are a critical 
component of the operations of  the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA).  Since the committee 
members are a link between the agricultural 
community and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), producer participation in 
these elections is important.

The committee members help deliver FSA 
farm programs at the local level and help in 
decision making  that is necessary to admin-
ister the programs in their counties.

Counties are divided into local administrative 
areas (LAA).  Each LAA selects one pro-
ducer to serve a three-year term on the Farm 
Service Agency county committee.

Each year, an election is held in an LAA to 
replace the committee member whose three-
year term is expiring.  In counties with three 
LAAs, one seat is up for election  and in 
combined counties, in some years, two seats 
may be up for election.

Eligibility to Hold Office
To hold office, a person must meet the basic 
eligibility criteria.

 Participate or cooperate in a   1. 
 program administered by FSA.
 Be eligible to vote in a county   2. 
 committee election. 
 Reside in the LAA in which the  3. 
 person is a candidate.

A person must not have been:  
Removed or disqualified from the office • 
of county committee member, alternate 
or employee
Removed for cause from any public of-• 
fice or have been convicted of fraud, lar-
ceny, embezzlement or any other felony
Dishonorably discharged from any • 
branch of the armed services

 
For additional clarification about county 
committees and elections, contact your local 
county office staff or visit: http://www.fsa.
usda.gov.

Nomination Period June 15 - 
August 2, 2010
Candidate nominations for the FSA county 
committee election will be accepted June 
15 through August 2, 2010.  Producers who 
are residents in the LAA holding the election 
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tees in counties or multi-county jurisdictions 
that have significant numbers of minority or 
women producers and lack such members 
on FSA county committees.

Advisors play an important role by providing 
diverse viewpoints and by representing the 
interests of minorities and women in deci-
sions made by the county committees.  FSA 
state committees officially appoint advisors 
who are recommended by county commit-
tees or community based organizations.

Don’t Miss Out on Voting
Ballots will be mailed to voters by Novem-
ber 5, 2010, and must be postmarked or 
returned to the FSA county office by De-
cember 6, 2010.

If you do not receive a ballot, eligible voters 
may contact their local FSA county office.

Uniform Guidelines
USDA issued uniform guidelines for county 
committee elections to ensure that FSA 
county committees fairly represent the 
agricultural producers of a  county or multi-
county jurisdiction.

The following are just some of the specifics 
of the guidelines that are now in effect:

If no valid nominations are filed, the • 
secretary of agriculture may nominate 
up to two individuals to be placed on the 
ballot
County committees must annually • 
review local administrative area bound-
aries to ensure the fair representation of 
minority and women producers in their 
county or multi-county jurisdictions
FSA county offices shall actively locate • 
and recruit eligible candidates identi-
fied as minority and women farmers 
and ranchers as potential nominees for 
the county committee elections through 
outreach and publicity

To read the guidelines in their entirety, visit 
the County Committee Elections web page.

and who participate or cooperate in an FSA 
program and are of legal voting age may be 
nominated to serve on the county commit-
tee.

Individuals may nominate themselves or 
others as candidates.  Also, organizations 
representing socially disadvantaged minori-
ties and women farmers or ranchers may 
also nominate candidates.

The nomination form, FSA-669A, is includ-
ed in this newsletter and is also available 
at the county office or may be downloaded  
from http://www.fsa.usda.gov under News & 
Events/County Committee Elections.

To be valid, the nomination form must be 
signed by the person being nominated, in-
dicating agreement to serve if elected.  The 
completed nomination form must be post-
marked or received in the county office by 
close of business on August 2, 2010.

Who Can Vote
Producers of legal voting age may be eli-
gible to vote if they participate or cooperate 
in any FSA program.  Because Wisconsin 
is a community property state, the spouse 
of an eligible voter also may vote.  A person 
who is not of legal voting age, but super-
vises and conducts the farming operations 
on an entire farm can also vote.

A representative may be designated to cast 
a vote on behalf of a legal entity, such as a 
corporation, estate, trust, or limited liability 
company.  If more than one member of an 
entity is designated to act on its behalf, the 
entity must designate in writing which rep-
resentative has authority to vote in the COC 
election. 

USDA prohibits discrimination in all its 
programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, famil-
ial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal or because all or part of 
an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program.

Role of Advisors
In addition to elected members, FSA county 
committees may also include advisors.  
Advisors are appointed to county commit-







tion on FSA programs is at: www.fsa.usda.
gov. 

Report Prevented, Failed Acreage 
and NAP Crop Losses
With spring planting underway across Wis-
consin, FSA reminds producers to timely 
report any prevented or failed acreage to 
their local office.  

Prevented planting acreage, or acreage 
that could not be planted because of wet 
field conditions or other natural disaster, 
should be reported to FSA within 15 days 
of the final planting date of the crop.  This 
includes crops covered by crop insurance 
or the Noninsured Assistance Program 
(NAP) and crops without insurance cover-
age.  Producers should contact their local 
FSA office or crop insurance agent to verify 
final planting dates for all crops since they 
vary among counties and crop types. 

Failed acreage not covered by crop insur-
ance should be reported to FSA before 
plowing up the failed crop and replanting.  
Producers with crop insurance may report 
failed acreage by the July 15 crop report-
ing deadline by providing crop insurance 
documentation such as a loss claim to their 
local FSA office.

For crop losses on crops covered by the 
Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP), 
producers must contact their local FSA 
office within 15 days of the occurrence of 
the disaster or when losses become ap-
parent to file a Notice of Loss.  Producers 
with crop insurance should contact their 
local agent when losses occur and before 
destroying the crop.  

To report prevented or failed acreage, 
producers must complete Form CCC-576, 
Notice of Loss for interested crops.  Re-
porting prevented or failed acreage to FSA 
will ensure compliance with current farm 
programs, and possible eligibility for future 
disaster programs.

If a producer misses the reporting deadline 
for prevented planting, they may still report 
prevented planting acreage as long as the 
disaster condition may be verified by a field 
visit.

Report Crop Acreage by July 15th
The Wisconsin Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
reminds producers to submit their annual 
acreage report to their local FSA county of-
fice by July 15, 2010, to meet FSA program 
eligibility requirements. 

Producers must file their reports accurately 
and timely for all crops and land uses, 
including prevented and failed acreage, 
to ensure they receive the maximum FSA 
program benefits possible.

Accurate acreage reports are necessary 
to determine and maintain eligibility for 
various programs, such as the Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP), Conser-
vation Reserve Program (CRP), Nonin-
sured Assistance Program (NAP) and new-
er programs authorized in the 2008 Farm 
Bill. Programs include the Supplemental 
Revenue Assistance Payments Program 
(SURE), Average Crop Revenue Election 
Program (ACRE), Livestock Forage Disas-
ter Program (LFP), Tree Assistance Pro-
gram (TAP), and Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm Raised 
Fish Program (ELAP).

Acreage reports are considered timely filed 
when completed by the applicable final crop 
reporting deadline of July 15, 2010. Pre-
vented acreage must be reported within 15 
calendar days after the final planting date. 
Failed acreage must be reported before the 
disposition of the crop. NAP crops that are 
harvested prior to July 15 must report by 
the earlier of July 15, 2010 or 15 calendar 
days before the onset of harvest or grazing. 
Producers should contact their county FSA 
office if they are uncertain about reporting 
deadlines. 

Late-filed provisions may be available to 
producers who are unable to meet the re-
porting deadline as required. Reports filed 
after the established deadline must meet 
certain requirements to be accepted and 
may be charged late fees. 

Producers should visit their county FSA 
office to complete acreage reporting. For 
questions on this or any FSA program, 
including specific crop reporting deadlines 
and planting dates, producers should con-
tact their county FSA office. More informa-



Producers may contact their local county 
FSA office if they have any questions about 
prevented and failed reporting or visit www.
fsa.usda.gov.

FSA Asks for Help to Keep
Records Updated
FSA county offices stress the importance 
of keeping your local office informed of any 
changes to farming operations.  Changes 
to the farming operation, such as adding or 
removing land, changing members within 
the operation, or members passing away 
can affect payment limit determinations.  If 
you are unsure if a change will affect any 
FSA programs the operation participates in, 
please contact your local county office for 
more information and clarification.

CRP Primary Nesting Season Re-
minder
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) par-
ticipants are reminded that all CRP mainte-
nance and management activities must be 
completed outside of the primary nesting 
season listed in your conservation plan.  If 
you have a maintenance issue that needs 
attention prior to the end of the nesting 
season, you must contact your county FSA 
office for permission BEFORE doing any 
spot spraying or spot mowing of your CRP.

TIP Program Offers Transition Incen-
tives to Help Retiring and Beginning 
Farmers
FSA recently announced that as of May 17, 
2010, farmers may begin signing up for the 
Transition Incentives Program (TIP).  TIP 
is a new program under the Conservation 
Title of the 2008 Farm Bill to encourage 
retired or retiring owners or operators to 
transition their land to beginning or socially 
disadvantaged farmers or ranchers.
 
To be eligible, TIP requires that the retired 
or retiring farmer or rancher: 

Have land enrolled in the Conservation • 
Reserve Program (CRP) that is in the 
last year of the contract.  Exceptions 
apply for CRP Contracts that expired in 
2008 or 2009.  
Agree to allow the beginning or socially • 
disadvantaged farmer or rancher to 
make conservation and land improve-
ments.
Agree to sell, or have a contract to sell, • 

or agree to long-term lease (a minimum 
of five years) the land under CRP con-
tract to a beginning or socially disad-
vantaged farmer or rancher by October 
1 of the year the CRP contract expires. 

 
If all program requirements are met, TIP 
provides annual rental payments to the 
retiring farmer for up to two additional years 
after the date of the expiration of the CRP 
contract, provided the transition is not to 
a family member. To learn more about the 
program, producers interested in applying 
and participating in TIP should contact their 
local USDA Service Center or FSA County 
Office.

Commodity Credit Corporation Loan 
Reminder
Producers are reminded that any grain 
under the Commodity Credit Corporation 
loan cannot be removed or disposed of 
without prior county office staff authoriza-
tion or repayment.  County offices may 
issue marketing authorizations based on 
telephone or in person requests when a 
producer is ready to move grain.  However, 
if grain is moved without proper authoriza-
tion, significant monetary and administra-
tive penalties, such as repaying the loan at 
principal plus interest, liquidated damages, 
calling the loan and denial of future farm-
stored loans and loan deficiency payments, 
may be applied.
 
Contact your local Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) office with questions regarding the 
CCC loans and before moving or disposing 
of any grain under the CCC loan.

Farm Storage Facility Loan
Wisconsin producers interested in utilizing 
the Farm Service Agency’s Farm Storage 
Facility Loan (FSFL) Program for commod-
ity crops, including hay, biomass crops, 
and fruits and vegetables, need to contact 
their local county office at this time.  Ample 
time is needed for application review and 
approval, as producers cannot began the 
construction process until approval for the 
loan is received.  

FSFL provides 7 to 12 year loans at a low 
interest rate with a maximum loan amount 
of $500,000 per structure.  Funding is 
limited, so producers interested in building 



storage this year or learning more about 
the qualifications and requirements need to 
contact their local county office as soon as 
possible.

Sign-up for the Tree Assistance Pro-
gram Begins
Orchardists and nursery tree growers can 
now apply for benefits under the Tree As-
sistance Program (TAP) at their local Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) offices for losses 
suffered during calendar years 2008 and 
2009, and for losses suffered during Janu-
ary 1, 2010 to May 7, 2010.

This program helps orchardists and nursery 
tree growers replant after natural disasters.

TAP provides help to orchardists and 
nursery tree growers who produce trees, 
bushes and vines for commercial purposes, 
to replant or rehabilitate trees, bushes and 
vines damaged or destroyed by natural 
disasters.  Eligible trees, bushes and vines 
are those from which an annual crop is 
produced for commercial purposes.  Nurs-
ery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and 
Christmas trees produced for commercial 
sale.  Trees used for pulp or timber are 
ineligible.

To be eligible for TAP, producers must have 
suffered more than a 15 percent death loss 
due to the natural disaster after adjustment 
for normal mortality. TAP is a cost-reim-
bursement program, with payments cover-
ing up to 70 percent of replant costs and 
50 percent of pruning, removal and other 
salvaging costs for replacing or salvag-
ing damaged trees, bushes and vines, or 
preparing land to plant new trees, bushes 
and vines. 

Producers can receive assistance for a 
cumulative total of up to 500 acres of trees, 
bushes or vines for the life of the program.  
Producers must also have purchased a pol-
icy or plan of insurance under the Federal 
Crop Insurance Act or Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program.  For 2008 
crops, producers must obtain a waiver of 
the risk management purchase requirement 
through the buy-in provision. 

The final date to submit a TAP application 
and the supporting documentation is July 6, 

2010 for losses in calendar years of 2008, 
2009, and from January 1, 2010 to May 
7, 2010.  If the date of loss is after May 7, 
2010 and before October 1, 2011, the TAP 
application and supporting documentation 
must be filed within 90 calendar days from 
the disaster event or the date when the loss 
is apparent.

For more information on the new TAP 
program, please contact your county FSA 
office or the website at http://www.fsa.usda.
gov. 

Report 2009 ACRE Crop Production 
by July 15, 2010
Producers that participated in the 2009 
Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) 
program are required to report 2009 actual 
production and establish a benchmark farm 
yield by July 15, 2010.  

Producers on a farm currently enrolled in 
ACRE must certify production and complete 
production report form FSA-658 to remain 
eligible for any ACRE contract payments 
and for the actual yield to be used to deter-
mine future benchmark farm yields.

A benchmark farm yield is the Olympic 
average of the average yield per planted 
acre for the farm for the five most recent 
crop years.  For 2009, the benchmark farm 
yield is comprised of data from crop years 
2004 through 2008.  Because of situa-
tions where producers did not have control 
of farms for the preceding five years or a 
specific covered commodity may not have 
been planted on the farm in one or more of 
the preceding five crop years, “plug yields” 
were established by commodity and county.  
Producers may use the ACRE plug yield to 
establish the benchmark farm yield or may 
report production evidence. If a producer 
does not certify their 2009 crop production, 
the actual yield used to determine future 
benchmark farm yields will be zero and the 
2009 ACRE contract would terminated and 
ineligible for 2009 ACRE payments. 

To schedule an appointment to report 2009 
ACRE crop production, producers must 
contact their local county office before July 
15, 2010.
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Dates to Remember
July 1 NRCS: EQIP Great Lakes Restoration Initiative sign-up deadline
July 5 Offices will be closed for Independence Day
July 13 COC Election Open House 1-3 pm at local FSA County Offices
July 15 -Deadline for NAP producers to certify 2009 crop production

-Deadline to report 2009 crop acreages on spring seeded crops, 
forages, small grains, winter wheat & some perennial crops
-Deadline to report production evidence for ACRE and PTPP 
2009 crop acreage

August 2 Deadline for submitting COC nominations
September 1 NAP application closing date for 2010 value loss crops, includ-

ing ginseng, sod, Christmas trees, aquaculture, mushrooms and 
floriculture

September 6 Offices will be closed for Labor Day
September 30 NAP application closing date for 2010 forage crops, including 

pasture land forages, mint, winter wheat, barley and rye
October 11 Offices will be closed for Columbus Day
Continuous -Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) continuous sign-up

-CREP sign-up
-SAFE sign-up
-Farm Storage Facility Loans
-MILC sign-up

For address correction or removal from the mailing list, please return the address label with directions as to change of address or 
removal from mailing list to 8030 Excelsior Dr. Ste 100 Madison, WI 53717.


