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GRASSLAND RESERVE PROGRAM APPLICATIONS

Applications are being accepted from farmers and ranchers for the Grassland Reserve Pro-
gram administered by the United States Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Interested farmers and
ranchers have until April 17, 2009 to submit their applications to be considered for this
ranking period.

“The Grassland Reserve Program has been a popular program with our clients and has
helped to conserve our island's valuable grazing lands,” says Lawrence Yamamoto, Director
of the Pacific Islands Area for the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). "We
are pleased that funding is again available for this program and we look forward to assisting
our clients to wisely utilize their lands," he continued.

"The Grassland Reserve Program has been a great benefit to many ranchers in Hawaii. We
hope the additional funding will help protect more of Hawaii's grasslands," said Steve Pe-
terson, Acting State Executive Director for the Farm Service Agency (FSA).

The purpose of the Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) is to assist landowners and operators
to protect grazing uses and related conservation values by conserving and restoring grass-
land resources on eligible private lands through rental contracts, easements, and restoration
agreements.

GRP emphasizes:

(1) Supporting grazing operations;

(2) Maintaining and improving plant and animal biodiversity; and

(3) Protecting grasslands and shrublands from the threat of conversion to uses other than
grazing.

NRCS and FSA will provide technical and financial assistance to help agricultural produc-
ers design, plan, and implement their conservation measures. Interested farmers and ranch-
ers are asked to call their local NRCS or FSA Field Office for more information. To find the
office nearest you, visit www.pia.nrcs.usda.gov or www.fsa.usda.gov USDA is an equal
opportunity employer and provider.

Non Discrimination Statement: The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is
derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communications of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and
Compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 795-3272 (Voice) or (202) 720-6382

(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Buy-In Waiver Extension Approved for Disaster Assistance Programs

Farm Service Agency in Hawaii announced today that producers who did not obtain crop insurance or Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for 2008 can pay a buy-in fee through May 18,
2009, to become eligible for 2008 disaster assistance programs authorized by the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008.

Producers who have not already taken the necessary steps to become eligible for the Supplemental
Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised
Fish (ELAP), and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) are required to complete the following steps by May 18,
2009:

Pay a $100 “buy-in” fee per crop. The maximum fee is $300 per county, per producer, not to exceed
$900 for multi-county producers.

In the case of each insurable crop, excluding grazing land, agree to obtain a policy or plan of insurance
for the next insurance year for which crop insurance is available; coverage level should equal 70 per-
cent or more of the yield at 100 percent of the price.

In the case of each noninsurable crop, agree to file the required paperwork and pay the applicable admin-
istrative NAP coverage fee by the applicable state application closing date for the next available year.

Producers who choose to “buy in” under this provision will be considered, for insured crops, to have
obtained a policy or plan of insurance for the 2008 crop year at a level of coverage not to exceed 70 percent of
the yield at 100 percent of the price. For noninsurable crops, producers will be considered to have a level of
coverage equal to 70 percent of the yield. These levels of coverage will be used to calculate the 2008 SURE
guarantee.

Producers who meet the definition of "Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource," or "Beginning
Farmer or Rancher," are not required to pay the buy-in fee.
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