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The 2008 County Committee Elections is upon us once again; THIS YEAR’S ELECTION WILL
BE HELD IN LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE AREA (LAA) 3. LAA 3 includes the communities of

Anahola, Aliomanu, Papaa, Moloaa and all of the Hanalei District / zone. All of the Tax Map Key
Districts (4) 4-8, (4) 4-9, and (4)-5’s.

The process will begin June 15th to nominate and elect your representative to serve as your County
Committee Member (COC).

NOMINATIONS: Individuals desiring to file a nomination petition may nominate themselves or
may nominate another eligible candidate. Organizations representing socially disadvantage farmers
and ranchers may nominate any eligible candidate. Nominees, whether self-nominated or nominated
by another, must attest to their willingness to serve by signing the nomination petition. Nomination
forms must be received in the county office by August 3.

Almost anyone eligible to take part in a local FSA program may be a candidate for the committee.
Nomination forms are available on the internet at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

BALLOTS: Beginning November 6th, ballots will be mailed to eligible voters. Last day to return
voted ballots is December 7th. You will vote in the LAA district that your farming interest is lo-
cated. If and only if you have a farming interest in two or more LAA’s you will vote in the LAA
that you receive your mail in, unless you contact the County Office and verify otherwise. A person
may vote in only one community LAA in the county. Your vote does not count if it isn’t signed.

January 1, 2010 Elected committee members and alternates take office.
What is FSA?

The mission of the Farm Service Agency (FSA) of the U.S. Department of Agriculture is to help
ensure the well-being of American agriculture and the American public through efficient and equita-
ble administration of the following programs:

*¥#%  Farm commodity, ***Farm Loan,*** ***Conservation, ***Environmental,***
***Emergency Assistance, ***Domestic and international food assistance.***

FSA strives to provide friendly and efficient customer service to enhance the ability of the small,
limited-resource, beginning, and socially disadvantaged family farmers and ranchers to operate suc-
cessfully. FSA also provides innovative leadership to improve and reduce the cost of operations and
services.

FSA is responsible for:

e Supporting commodity prices and producer income, through loans to producers, purchases,
and direct payments;

e Balancing supply and demand for certain commodities;

e Providing emergency and non-insured crop disaster assistance programs;

e Conserving production resources and protecting the environment, through cost-sharing and
conservation reserve contracts with producers; and

e Providing a program of supervised credit and loan guarantees to ensure credit is available to
farmers unable to obtain funds to operate a successful farm business.




KAUAI COUNTY FSA
NEWS UPDATE

June, 2009 Page 2 of 2

2009 COC Election Information

COC RESPONSIBILITY: The county office adminis-
ters all FSA programs. The County Committee (COC)
is a grassroots approach to give farmers and ranchers a
much-needed say in how federal actions affect their
communities and individual operations. The COC is
accountable to the State Committee (STC); oversees the
work of the county office and the County Executive Di-
rector (CED) who manages the county office; and acts

in an advisory capacity to the Farm Loan Manager
(FLM)

The County Committee system goes back to the 1930s,
when Congress set up a system in which federal farm
programs were administered locally. The members on
County Committees are nominated and elected by local
producers who are eligible to participate in FSA pro-
grams.

The COC is democracy in action. Once elected by their
peers to the committee, local producers make important
decisions about how FSA programs will be carried out
in the county. They are a direct link between the farm
community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

The COC also acts as a board of directors for the
county office. “GET INVOLVED” For more
voting and eligibility information, please contact
the Kauai County FSA Office.

One of FSA’s responsibilities is to hold County
Committee elections in an open manner that en-
sures accountability. County FSA Offices will pro-
vide local organizations representing socially dis-
advantaged groups with detailed information about
the COC election process. FSA is reaching out to
agricultural communities to get equitable represen-
tation on their county committees.

Groups representing socially disadvantaged farm-
ers and ranchers, will be actively solicited for
COC election candidates, and encouraged to fill
out a nomination form (FSA-669A). Under repre-
sented farmers and ranchers are encouraged to step
up and participate in their county’s COC election
process. COC election fact sheets can be found
online at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA under the
News & Events tab on the FSA homepage.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider

Kauai County FSA Office
4334 Rice Street, Suite #103
Lihue, Hawaii, 96766
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