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Kittitas County FSA 

607 Mt. View Avenue 
Ellensburg, WA  98926 

Office Phone:  (509) 925-8585 
Office Fax:       (509) 925-8591 
 

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 

8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 

Kittitas 
County Committee 

Bart Bland, Chair 
Rick Haberman, V-Chair 
Brent Dekoning, Member 

Barb Weber, Advisor 
 

Office Staff 
Brent Reitmeier, CED 

Betty Cervine, PT 
 

Farm Loan Staff 
(509) 454-5746 
Lisa Ruff, FLM 

Scott Smith, FLO 
Crispin Garza, 

Service Center Liaison 
Sandy Christensen, FLP Tech. 

 

 
Next COC Meeting 

August 15, 2007 
9:00 AM 

 
Important Dates 

 
August 1st  

Nominating petitions for 
Committee Elections in  

LAA # 3 are due 

August 1st 

Final date for 2007 farm 
reconstitutions 

August 3rd 
Deadline to enroll in 2007 

DCP without an 
administrative fee of $100 

 
WA State FSA Website 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 

 
National FSA Website 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 

 
National USDA Website 

http://www.usda.gov 
 

 
 COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

 
Agricultural producers who would like to guide federal farm programs at the 
local level have a chance to do so. FSA is seeking candidates for the grower-
elected County Committee election November 2 to December 3, 2007. 
Nominations are due by August 1, 2007. The FSA County Office Committee is 
the most direct link between USDA farm programs and local growers. Federal 
farm programs represent millions of dollars to our rural economy. The local 
committee is the best way to ensure the programs fit our area’s agricultural 
conditions as much as possible. (The committee system helps shape nation-
wide programs into programs by making decisions related to a variety of 
programs.) FSA encourages all interested agricultural producers, including 
women and growers of different ethnic backgrounds to seek nomination. You 
have a unique opportunity to help the future of all growers. This is government 
at its best – locally rooted and bringing the resources and expertise of the 
USDA together with our customers.  
 
The following local administrative area will be electing a member this year in 
Local Administrative Area (LAA) # 3. LAA # 3, known as the Upper County / 
Westside area, encompasses Westside Ellensburg, Thorp, Cle Elum, Roslyn, 
Ronald, and Easton to the King County Border. Please feel free to call the 
County Office for a more detailed description or a copy of the LAA map. 
 
We encourage producers to get involved by nominating the candidate of their 
choice to represent them on the FSA County Committee. Please contact us for 
a petition. 

 DCP SIGNUP EXTENDED 
 
The deadline to signup for the Direct & Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) has 
been extended to August 3, 2007. Problems with FSA’s computer system and 
the Improper Payment Review caused agency official to extend the deadline to 
ensure adequate opportunity for all producers to signup and participate. 
Producers failing to signup by August 3rd may still participate by enrolling 
before September 30th, but will pay $100 late-file fee. 
 

 DISASTER LEGISLATION 
 
On May 25, 2007, President Bush signed into law the US Troop Readiness, 
Veterans’ Care, Katrina Recovery and Iraq Accountability Appropriations Act, 
2007”. The Act provides for funds for a Crop Disaster Program (CDP), a 
Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) and several other disaster assistance 
programs. The CDP program will provide funds for losses suffered to crops in 
2005, 2006, or for 2007 for crops that were planted prior to February 28, 2007. 
Producers must choose only one year to receive payments. Producers must 
have suffered a loss in excess of 35% of normal to be eligible for benefits. LCP 
compensates livestock producers for feed losses resulting from natural 
disasters between Jan. 1, 2005 and February 28, 2007. Producers in primary 
disaster designated counties or contiguous counties are eligible, but must 
choose only one year if they had losses in multiple years. Dates for signup 
have not been announced. Program details will be published when they 
become available.  

 REPORT CROP LOSSES 
 

Please try to remember to contact our office if you suffer crop losses due to 
weather related conditions. We can initiate a notification process to obtain 
emergency assistance in cases of natural disasters. 
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“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
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20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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 YOUTH LOANS 
 
FSA makes loans to individual rural youths to establish and operate income-producing projects of 
modest size in connection with their participation in 4-H clubs, Future Farmers of America and similar 
organizations.  

 
Each project must be part of an organized and supervised program of work. The project must be 
planned and operated with the help of the organization adviser, produce sufficient income to repay the 
loan, and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. 

 
The maximum amount for FSA youth loans is $5,000. These loans may be used to finance various 
income producing projects. Some common projects include: livestock and crop production, lawn and 
garden services and roadside stands.  

 
To qualify for a loan, an applicant must be between 10 and 20 years old. Applicants must also be 
capable of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and assistance from a project 
adviser. The project adviser must recommend the project and the loan and agree to provide adequate 
supervision. For additional eligibility criteria or for more information please contact the Yakima County 
Office farm loan staff at: (509) 454-5746. 
 

 WEED CONTROL ON CRP ACREAGE 
 
Last year our office inspected Conservation Reserve Program acreage on contracts in Kittitas County.  
This inspection was required for contract extensions and re-enrollments. All producers were notified if 
weeds were present above minimal levels and required to provide written information to the County 
Committee (COC) regarding future weed control measures. Please follow the maintenance activities 
you indicated you would conduct. Remember that currently we are in the primary nesting season for 
wildlife (April 1st – August 1st) which means only spot treatment is allowed. Producers normally have to 
make a request to conduct weed treatment during this time of year; however the COC approved these 
activities for all CRP participants who previously indicated they intended to treat their land.  

 
If you have spots of weeds, please treat them. If you have a weed problem throughout the entire 
acreage, please spray a 100 feet border. If the field is a small acreage, contact this office in order to 
deviate from the 100’ border requirement. Please report your activities to our office once they have 
been completed. Copies of invoices may be required at a later date if you are spot checked. Contact 
this office if you have any questions.  
 

 DEADLINE FOR FARM CHANGES 
 

The final date to request a farm combination or farm division (referred to as reconstitutions) that will be 
effective for the 2007 crop year is August 1, 2007. Requests that are received after August 1 will not 
become effective until 2008. Farms that have received an advance DCP payment may not be 
reconstituted for 2007 unless the advance payment is refunded.  
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 


