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Kittitas County FSA News Today 
Kittitas County FSA 

607 Mt. View Avenue 
Ellensburg, WA  98926 

Office Phone:  (509) 925-8585 
Office Fax:       (509) 925-8591 
 

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 

8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 

Kittitas 
County Committee 

Bart Bland, Chair 
Rick Haberman, V-Chair 
Brent Dekoning, Member 

Barb Weber, Advisor 
 

Office Staff 
Brent Reitmeier, CED 

Betty Cervine, PT 
 

Farm Loan Staff 
(509) 454-5746 
Lisa Ruff, FLM 

Scott Smith, FLO 
Crispin Garza, 

Service Center Liaison 
Sandy Christensen, FLP Tech. 

 

 
Next COC Meeting 

October 03, 2007 
9:00 AM 

 
Important Dates 

 
October 3rd 

Farm Loan Staff in 
Ellensburg office 

 
December 3rd   

Committee Elections Ballots 
in LAA # 3 are due 

 
 
WA State FSA Website 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 

 
National FSA Website 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 

 
National USDA Website 

http://www.usda.gov 
 

 

 
 LIVESTOCK COMPENSATION PROGRAM  

 
As part of recent legislation passed by Congress and signed into law by 
President Bush, the Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) will be 
implemented to provide assistance to livestock producers for feed losses 
resulting from natural disasters between January 1, 2005 and February 28, 
2007. We are currently taking signups and an ending date has not yet been 
established at this point-in-time. LCP is limited to counties that received a 
“Disaster Declaration” for the program year. Kittitas County is eligible for 2005 
and 2006. Program details and payment rates have not been announced at 
this time.  
 

 CROP DISASTER PROGRAM 
 
Also as part of legislation, the Crop Disaster Program (CDP) will provide funds 
for production and quality losses for crops produced in 2005, 2006, and 2007 
(limited to crop planted prior to February 28, 2007). Signup for CDP will begin 
October 15, 2007. An ending date has not been established. Production losses 
must exceed 35% of normal to be eligible and producers must choose only 
one of the three years for payment. Only producers with crop insurance for 
insurable crops or Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for non-
insurable crops will be eligible for assistance.  
 

 2007 COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 
 
Ballots for committee elections will be mailed out by November 2nd, 2007. This 
year’s nominations are for a committee member to represent producers in 
Local Administrative Area (LAA) # 3. This area better known as Upper County/ 
Westside encompasses West Ellensburg, Thorp, Cle Elum, Roslyn, Ronald, 
and Easton to the King County border. Bart Bland currently represents this 
area and is eligible for reelection. Ballots must be returned by December 3rd, 
2007. Please remember to sign your ballot return envelope. The following have 
been nominated and have agreed to serve if elected to the FSA County 
Committee. You will be casting your ballot for either: 
 

 Bart Bland is a 2nd generation farmer who farms in the Manastash 
area and raises timothy, sudan grass, sweet corn, and spring wheat. 

 
 Gene Tomich is a 2nd generation farmer who farms off the Thorp 

Highway and raises both timothy and alfalfa. 
 
The FSA farmer elected committee system has been a key factor in the 
successful administration of farm programs. The Secretary of Agriculture 
considers the committee very important to the success of the farm programs 
Congress has provided. The committee members assist in carrying out 
programs assigned to the FSA. 
 
The committee is responsible for the overall direction of the operations, the 
County FSA office and the administration of the various farm programs at the 
county level. 
 
Elected county committee members have an outstanding opportunity to serve 
both farmers and the public. The programs they help administer directly affect 
the farmers so your vote is very important. 
 
We are proud of the county committee’s record of service to farmers and of 
this system of farmer-elected leaders. We look forward to welcoming the newly 
elected member. 
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“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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 FARM LOAN MANAGER TO VISIT ELLENSBURG COUNTY OFFICE 

 
The Farm Service Agency has farm loans available for farmers who cannot obtain credit elsewhere and 
also for rural youths participating in 4-H clubs, FFA, or similar organizations. Lisa Ruff, Farm Loan 
Manager from the Yakima County FSA Office will be in the Kittitas County Office on Wednesday, 
October 3rd, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. to answer questions and discuss the loan program. If you are in 
need of a farm loan or already have a loan with FSA, but have questions on your account please stop 
by. Appointments are not necessary. If you are unable to come by on this day, feel free to contact the 
Yakima County FSA loan staff at (509) 454-5746 ext. 2 with any questions.  
 
Each year Congress allocates dollars to the Farm Service Agency (FSA) to operate an Agricultural 
Lending Program. We presently have priority funding set aside to assist beginning farmers with their 
farming operation. Also, a portion of the funds is specifically allocated for minorities and women. While 
FSA farm loans are available to all qualified applicants, by setting aside funds especially for minorities 
and women, it ensures that they will receive a portion of available funds.  
 
FSA has direct lending authority in which FSA makes a real estate or operating loan directly to farmers 
and ranchers. FSA also puts a federal guarantee on loans made by banks and other agricultural lending 
institutions. Funding availability relies on Congressional authorizations. Contact the Yakima County 
Farm Service Agency office at (509) 454-5746 if you have questions about availability of loan funds or 
other questions about FSA’s loan programs.  
 

 OCTOBER IS PAYMENT MONTH 
 
The month of October CRP annual rental payments will be made as well as 2007 Final DCP Direct 
Payments. Due to high commodity prices we do not anticipate making either Counter-Cyclical advances 
or Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP’s); however we may still process Marketing Assistance Loans and 
will be taking appointments for the livestock and disaster programs. Because of the uncertainly of 
activity we really appreciate the courtesy of calling ahead to schedule an appointment to handle 
signups or making changes to farm records.  
 

 HUNTING ON CRP ACREAGE 
 
Participants may lease hunting rights, charge fees for access to hunters, or conduct similar hunting 
operations on CRP acreage. CRP participants may allow the public to hunt on CRP acreage as part of 
the contract provisions. Some producers may have entered into wildlife agreements with the State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife when signing up for CRP, and may have agreed to some type of public 
access. Please remember that hunting activities must occur during the “normal” hunting season, for 
pursuit of game that is “normal” to the area, and be consistent with all state laws and bag limitations for 
the species. Please contact this office if you have any questions.  
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