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KENTUCKY NEWS 

Firearms and Dangerous Weapons Forbidden In Federal Facilities 
USDA Service Centers and Farm Service Agency Offices are Off Limits for Fire-
arms 

This is an important reminder to all customers and patrons of USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) offices and USDA Service Centers statewide that firearms are for-
bidden (even with a permit/license) in Federal Buildings. A Federal Building 
by definition is any building owned, leased or rented by the Federal Government, 
where Federal employees are regularly present for the purpose of performing 
their official duties. 

The items that are prohibited in Federal facilities include any item prohibited by 
any applicable Federal, State, local, and tribal law and/or ordinance, as well as 
firearms, dangerous weapons, explosives, or other destructive devices (including 
their individual parts or components) designed, redesigned, used, intended for 
use, or readily converted to cause injury, death, or property damage. Possession 
of firearms and dangerous weapons in Federal facilities as outline above is a 
crime punishable by fines and imprisonment. 

For a complete list of items prohibited in Federal facilities, please view and/or 
download the document titled, Items Prohibited from Federal Facilities: An Inter-
agency Security Committee Standard: http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/
publications/isc-items-prohibited-federal-facilities-feb-2013-508.pdf. The lists of 
prohibited items outlined in this document apply to all facility occupants, 
contractors, and the visiting public. 

If you have questions or concerns regarding this notification, please contact your 
local Farm Service Agency Office–http://offices.usda.gov.  

USDA Removes Farm Program Payments to Managers Not Actively En-

gaged in Farming  

USDA finalized a rule to ensure that farm safety-net payments are issued only to 

active managers of farms that operate as joint ventures or general partnerships, 

consistent with the direction and authority provide by Congress in the 2014 Farm 

Bill. The action, which exempts family farm operations, closes a loophole where 

individuals who were not actively part of farm management still received pay-

ments. 

Since 1987, the broad definition of “actively engaged” resulted in some general 

partnerships and joint ventures adding managers to the farming operation, quali-

fying for more payments, that did not substantially contribute to management. The 

rule applies to operations seeking more than one farm manager, and requires 

measureable, documented hours and key management activities each year. 

Some operations of certain sizes and complexity may be allowed up to three qual-
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ifying managers under limited conditions. The 

changes apply to payments for 2016 and subse-

quent crop years for Agriculture Risk Coverage 

(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs, 

Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) and Marketing 

Loan Gains (MLG) realized via the Marketing Assis-

tance Loan program. 

As required by Congress, the new rule does not ap-

ply to family farms, or change regulations related to 

contributions of land, capital, equipment, or labor. 

The changes go into effect for the 2016 crop year for 

most farms. Farms that have already planted fall 

crops for 2016 have until the 2017 crop year to com-

ply. For more details, producers are encouraged to 

consult their local Farm Service Agency office.  

USDA Announces Changes to Fruit, Vegetable 

and Wild Rice Planting Rules 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, 
vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect produc-
ers who intend to participate in certain programs au-
thorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.    

Producers who intend to participate in the Agricul-
ture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs are subject to an acre-for-acre pay-
ment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or 
wild rice are planted on the payment acres of a 
farm.  Payment reductions do not apply to mung 
beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas.  Planting fruits, 
vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not consid-
ered payment acres will not result in a payment re-
duction.  Farms that are eligible to participate in 
ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year 
may plant unlimited fruits, vegetables and wild rice 
for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments 
for that year.  Eligibility for succeeding years is not 
affected. 

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild 
rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-
acre payment reduction when those crops are plant-
ed on either more than 15 percent of the base acres 
of a farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage 
or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres 
of a farm enrolled in ARC using the individual cover-
age. 

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a 
double-cropping practice will not cause a payment 
reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region 
as designated by the USDA’s Commodity Credit. 

2016 Acreage Reporting Dates 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility re-
quirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certifi-
cation report by the applicable deadline. 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county 
so please contact your local FSA office for a list of 
county-specific deadlines.  

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting 
dates: 

 If the crop has not been planted by the applica-
ble acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days
after planting is completed.

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after
the applicable acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calen-
dars days after purchase or acquiring the lease.
Appropriate documentation must be provided to
the county office.

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the
intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must
be reported by July 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of 
the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before 
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop 
loss reports, please contact your local FSA office. 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Manage-
ment Agency (RMA) to Prevent Fraud, Waste, 
and Abuse 

FSA supports the RMA in the prevention of fraud, 
waste and abuse of the Federal Crop Insurance Pro-
gram. FSA has been, and will continue to, assist 
RMA and insurance providers by monitoring crop 
conditions throughout the growing season. FSA will 
continue to refer all suspected cases of fraud, waste 
and abuse directly to RMA. Producers can report 
suspected cases to the county office staff, the RMA 
office, or the Office of the Inspector General.  
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Foreign Buyers Notification 

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act 
(AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricul-
tural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of 
Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers 
this program for USDA.  

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have 
purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are 
required to report the transaction to FSA with 90 
days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA 
form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 
25 percent of the fair market value of the property. 
County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and 
others involved in real estate transactions are re-
minded to notify foreign investors of these reporting 
requirements.   

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to as-
sist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production. Loans are available for operating type 
loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranch-
es.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for 
these loan programs, FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of targeted underserved appli-
cants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group 
whose members have been subjected to racial, eth-
nic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity 
as members of the group without regard to his or her 
individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved 
groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet 
all the eligibility requirements and are unable to ob-
tain the needed credit elsewhere. 

Direct Loans 

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm 
operating Loans to producers who want to establish, 
maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan 
officers process, approve and service direct loans.  

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase 
livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chem-

icals, insurance and other costs including family liv-
ing expenses. Operating loans can also be used to 
finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings 
and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding 
real estate.  

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to pur-
chase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improve-
ments.  

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm own-
ership and operating loans is $300,000 and a down 
payment is not required. Repayment terms vary de-
pending on the type of loan, collateral and the pro-
ducer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are 
normally repaid within seven years and farm owner-
ship loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your local FSA office for more infor-
mation or to apply for a direct farm ownership or op-
erating loan.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider  employer, and lender. To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free 
Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377- 
8642 (Relay voice users).  




