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COC Nomination Deadline

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county com-
mittees is important to farmers and ranchers. It is crucial that every eligible pro-
ducer participate in these elections because FSA county committees are a link
between the agricultural community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA).

County committee members are a critical component of the operations of FSA.
They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. Farmers and ranchers
who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary to administer
the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA agricultural programs
serve the needs of local producers.

FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out
federal laws. County committee members apply their judgment and knowledge to
make local decisions.

The COC nomination period runs from June 17, 2014 through August 1, 2014.
The nomination form is available at USDA Service Centers and online. For more
information contact your local FSA office.

2012 & 2013 ELAP Losses Must be Filed by Aug. 1, 2014 for Honeybee, Live-
stock and Farm-Raised Fish Losses

Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish losses
have until August 1, 2014, to submit a notice of loss and application for payment
under the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish
Program (ELAP).

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honey-
bees and farm-raised fish that have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or
other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP assistance is provided for
losses not covered by the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) and Livestock Indem-
nity Program (LIP). Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-
raised fish losses during 2012 and 2013 program years must submit a notice of
loss and application for payment to their local FSA office by August 1, 2014. For
2014 program year losses, the notice of loss and an application for payment must
be submitted by November 1, 2014.

For more information, producers can review the ELAP Fact Sheet on the Farm Bill
webpage. Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with their local
FSA office to apply for these programs.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

July 2014

USDA Announces Changes to Fruit, Vegetable
and Wild Rice Planting Rules

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit,
vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect produc-
ers who intend to participate in certain programs au-
thorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment re-
duction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or wild rice
are planted on the payment acres of a farm. Payment
reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry peas, len-
tils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild
rice on acres that are not considered payment acres
will not result in a payment reduction. Farms that are
eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled
for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, vegeta-
bles and wild rice for that year but will not receive
ARC/PLC payments for that year. Eligibility for suc-
ceeding years is not affected.

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild
rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-
acre payment reduction when those crops are planted
on either more than 15 percent of the base acres of a
farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or
PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of a
farm enrolled in ARC using the individual coverage.

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a
double-cropping practice will not cause a payment
reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as
designated by the USDA’s Commodity Credit Corpo-
ration.

2014 MAL and LDP Requests

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting
requests for marketing assistance loans (MALs) and
loan deficiency payments (LDPs) for eligible 2014
commodities.

MALs and LDPs for the 2014 crop year become avail-
able to eligible producers beginning with harvest/
shearing season and extending through a specific
commodity’s final loan availability date. Sugar com-
modity loans for the 2014 crop will be available to
sugar processors beginning Oct. 1, 2014.

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing as-
sistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool, mo-
hair and honey. MALs provide producers interim fi-
nancing after harvest to help them meet cash flow

needs without having to sell their commodities when
market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A
producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees
to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a pay-
ment is available. Marketing loan provisions and
LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long sta-
ple cotton.

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limita-
tions per individual or entity not to exceed $125,000
annually on certain commodities for the following pro-
gram benefits: price loss coverage payments, agricul-
ture risk coverage payments, marketing loan gains
(MLGs) and LDPs. These payment limitations do not
apply to MAL loan disbursements.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modi-
fied by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a produc-
er whose total applicable three-year average AGI ex-
ceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or
LDP.

National and county loans rates for 2014 crops are
posted on the FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/

pricesupport.

For more information, please visit a nearby USDA
Service Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov.

Filing for NAP Losses

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed
acreage and prevented planting and may be complet-
ed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Time-
ly filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops in-
cluding grasses. For losses on crops covered by the
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the
FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence
of the disaster or when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and
CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the
final planting date for the crop.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act
(AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultur-
al land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Ag-
riculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this
program for USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have
purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are
required to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days
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of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-
153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent
of the fair market value of the property. County gov-
ernment offices, Realtors, attorneys and others in-
volved in real estate transactions are reminded to no-
tify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.

Land Contract (LC) Guarantees

The Land Contract (LC) Guarantee Program is a val-
uable tool to transfer farm real estate to the next
generation of farm-ers and ranchers. Guarantees
will be offered to the owner of a farm who wishes to
sell real estate through a land contract to a begin-
ning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher.
The guarantee reduces the financial risk to the sell-
er.

FSA offers two types of guarantees:

e Prompt Payment Guarantee - A guarantee up to
the amount of three amortized annual install-
ments plus the cost of any related real estate tax-
es and insurance.

e Standard Guarantee - A guarantee of 90 percent
of the outstanding principal balance under the
land contract.

The guarantee period is 10 years and the contract
payments must be amortized for a minimum of 20
years. The purchase price of the farm cannot ex-
ceed the lesser of $500,000 or the market value of
the property.

For additional information you can read the Land
Contract Guarantee Program Fact Sheet.

Save Time — Make an Appointment with FSA

As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered by
FSA, there will be related signups and in some cases
multiple management decisions that need to be made
by you, the producer, in consult with FSA staff. To
insure maximum use of your time and to insure that
you are afforded our full attention to your important
business needs, please call our office ahead of your
visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records
or documentation that you may need to have with you
when you arrive for your appointment. For local FSA
Service Center contact information, please visit:
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a
complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Inde-
pendence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local
or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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