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Sign-up deadline has been extended from June 1, to August 14, 2009, for both the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) and the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program. This extension gives 
producers ample time to decide whether to participate in ACRE or remain in DCP.  

Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment Program (DCP) 
 
The DCP provides payments to eligible producers on farms enrolled for the 2008 through 2012 crop years. 
There are two types of DCP payments 1) direct payments and 2) counter-cyclical payments. Both are computed 
using the base acres and payment yields established for the farm.

DCP-10-Acre Provision
The 2008 Farm Bill  provided producers on farms with base acres of 10.0 or less would NOT receive Direct 
payments, DCP, or ACRE payments on covered commodities and peanuts.  

Changed for 2009: The farm retains payment eligibility if:
1) the owner is an individual and is a socially disadvantaged or limited resource farmer or rancher; or
2) the owner is a group of individuals and 50 percent of the ownership interest are socially disadvantaged 
or limited resource farmers or ranchers; or
3) the owner is an entity and 50 percent of the ownership interests are socially disadvantaged or limited 
resource farmers or ranchers.

NOTE:  Farms jointly owned by the husband and wife qualify under this exception.

Kentucky State FSA Offi ce    Phone(859) 224.7601    www.fsa.usda.gov/ky

Deadline Extended for DCP and ACRE Programs

ACRE

Through ACRE, producers have an alternative to DCP payments.  The ACRE alternative, pro-
vides eligible producers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on the 5-year state Olympic aver-
age yield and the 2-year national average price.  ACRE payments are made when both state and 
farm-level triggers are met.  By participating in ACRE, producers elect to: 1) forgo counter-cycli-
cal payments, 2) agrees to a 20-percent reduction in direct payments and 3) a 30-percent reducti-
on in loan rates.  The decision to elect ACRE binds the farm to the program through the 2012 crop year, the last 
crop year covered by the 2008 Farm Bill

Eligible Commodities

Commodities eligible for ACRE payments are: wheat, corn, grain sorghum, barley, oats, upland cotton, long 
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, peanuts, soybeans, sunfl ower seed, canola, fl axseed, saffl ower, 
mustard seed, rapeseed, sesame seed, crambe, dry peas, lentils, small chickpeas and large chickpeas. 

Continued on page 6
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Change of Address must be 
reported to your local 
FSA  Service Center.

The Kentucky Farm Service Agency (FSA) is soliciting candidates for the 
County FSA Committee (COC) from June 15 through August 3, 2009.

One of FSA's responsibilities is to conduct County Committee elections 
in an open manner that ensures accountability.  County FSA Offi ces will 
provide local organizations representing socially disadvantaged groups 
with detailed information about the COC  election process.  FSA is 
reaching out to agricultural communities to get equitable representation 
on their county committees. The members on County Committees are 
nominated and elected by local producers who are eligible to participate 
in FSA programs.

FSA county committee members make decisions on disaster and con-
servation programs, emergency programs, commodity price support 
loan programs and other important agricultural issues. Members serve 
three-year terms. Nationwide, there are more than 7,800 farmers and 
ranchers serving on FSA county committees. 

√  Local Administrative Areas (LAA)

A county or multi-county area served by the county committee is divided 
into 3 or 5 LAA Areas.  Each LAA is represented by one member on the 
county committee.  A person may only vote in one LAA in each county or 
multi-county area in which they participate or cooperate in FSA programs 
or programs administered by FSA.

√  Are You a Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

Beginning farmers and ranchers can provide a fresh, new perspective 
to the local County Committee.  Your interest in becoming a successful 
contributor to the local farming community can provide the Committee 
with a refreshing, energetic boost!  Farm Service Agency is interested in 
recruiting you to participate on the local County Committee!  
 
Beginning farmers are eligible to nominate candidates and/or vote for 
County Committee membership.  County Committee members are a 
crucial link between the local agricultural community and the USDA.  
Among other issues, the local County Committee meets to discuss how 
USDA can develop programs and opportunities to assist beginning farmers 
and ranchers to establish successful, economically viable, and productive 
farming operations.

2009 County Committee Elections

√  Who Can Vote 

Agricultural producers of legal vot-
ing age can vote if they participate 
or cooperate in any FSA program.  
A person who is not of legal voting 
age but supervises and conducts the 
farming operations of an entire farm 
can also vote. More information 
about voting eligibility requirements 
can be found online at: http://www.
fsa.usda.gov/News & Events/County 
Committee Elections.  Producers 
may contact their local USDA Service 
Center for more information.
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Livestock Disaster Program Requires 
Documentation of  Loss

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides compensation to eligible 
livestock producers who have incurred livestock death losses in excess of 
normal morality, on or after January 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011.  
Losses because of adverse weather, as determined by the Secretary dur-
ing the calendar year, including blizzards, disease, extreme cold, extreme 
heat, fl oods, hurricanes, and wildfi res, are eligible for LIP.

Adequate documentation must prove the death of eligible livestock oc-
curred as a direct result of an eligible adverse weather event in the calen-
dar year for which benefi ts are being requested. Producers must fi le their 
LIP applications before County Offi ces can accept death loss documenta-
tions. 

If adequate verifi able proof of death records documentation is not avail-
able, a livestock producer may provide reliable records, along with verifi -
able beginning and ending inventory, as proof of death.

Certifi cations of livestock deaths by third parties may be accepted only if 
verifi able proof of death records or reliable proof of death records along 
with verifi able beginning and ending inventory records are not available.  
A third party statement is an independent source who is not affi liated 
with the farming operation, such as a hired hand or a family member.

Your local FSA county offi ce can provide you with a list of acceptable 
proof of death, producer records and verifi able inventory documentation.  

NAP Sales Closing Dates

CROP

Application 
Closing 

Date

Christmas 
Trees

Sep-1

Crustaceans Sep-1
Finfi sh Sep-1
Flowers Sep-1
Grass-Sod Sep-1
Nursery Sep-1
Barley-GR Sep-30
Rye Sep-30
Wheat Sep-30
Apples Nov-20
Blueberries Nov-20
Caneberries Nov-20
Grapes Nov-20
Honey Nov-20
Peaches Nov-20
Pears Nov-20
Pecans Nov-20
Rhubarb Nov-20

Noninsured Assistance Program, 
(NAP) provides fi nancial assis-
tance to eligible producers affect-
ed by natural disasters.  To be  eli-
gible you must fi le form CCC-471 
with your local FSA Offi ce and pay 
the applicable service fee by the 
application closing date. 

Crop Acreage Reporting Required for FSA Programs

Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service Agency programs.  
Acreage reports are needed to maintain eligibility for Price Support 
loans, the Noninsured Crop Assistance Program (NAP),  ACRE and the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).  

The fi nal date to report all crops, except small grains and certain NAP 
crops is July 15. 

Reports fi led after the reporting deadline are subject to a late reporting 
fee.

Failed Acreage:
Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event and 
before disposition of the crop. Prevented planting must be reported no 
later than 15 days after the fi nal planting date.

Acreage reports on crops for which NAP assistance may be paid are due 
in the county offi ce by the earlier of fi nal crop reporting date  or 15 calen-
dar days before the onset of harvest or grazing.

NAP
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Emergency Assistance - What will be Needed to Qualify 

The Emergency Assistance for the Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency relief to producers to 
aid in the reduction of losses because of disease, adverse weather, or 
other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfi res, as determined by the 
Secretary, during the calendar year, that are not covered by the Supple-
mental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE), Livestock In-
demnity Program (LIP), and Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP).

All types of losses for which livestock, honey bee, and farm-raised fi sh 
producers may be compensated for under ELAP will not be known until 
the regulations for ELAP are published in the Federal Register. 

Purchased Feed Documentation

Producers must provide verifi able documentation of purchased feed in-
tended as feed for livestock, honey bees, or farm-raised fi sh that was lost, 
or additional feed purchased above normal to sustain for a short period of 
time until additional feed becomes available. 

Each original feed receipts must include all of the following: date of feed 
purchase, name, address, and telephone number of feed vendor, type and 
quantity of feed purchased, cost of feed purchased, signature of feed ven-
dor if the vendor does not have a license to conduct this type of transac-
tion.

Harvested Feed 
Documentation

Producers must provide documen-
tation of harvested feed intended 
as feed for livestock, honey bees, or 
farm-raised fi sh that was lost be-
cause of adverse weather, including 
blizzards, fl oods, hurricanes, etc.

Honey Bee Documentation

Honey bee pro-
ducers who 
incur physical 
losses of honey 
bees and honey 
bee hives be-
cause of colony 
collapse disor-
der must pro-
vide documen-
tation and/or 
a certifi cation 
that the loss of honey bees was be-
cause of colony collapse disorder 
from one or more of the following:

1) registered entomologist, 
2) Cooperative Extension special-
ist, 
3) Land Grant University.

Honey bee producers who incurred 
losses must also provide documen-
tation of inventory on the begin-
ning date of the colony collapse or 
adverse weather event and the end-
ing inventory.

Possible Covered Losses

grazing losses because of eligible adverse weather events other than • 
drought and wildfi re on non-federally managed lands
purchased or harvested feed that was intended as feed for eligible • 
livestock, honey bees, or farm-raised fi sh that was destroyed or lost 
because of an eligible adverse weather event
feed purchased to sustain livestock, honey bees, or farm-raised fi sh • 
because of blizzards, fl oods, and hurricanes, etc. for a short period 
of time until additional feed becomes available 
physical losses of honey bees because of colony collapse disorder or • 
eligible adverse weather events
physical losses of honey bee hives because of eligible adverse weath-• 
er events
physical loss of farm-raised fi sh because of eligible adverse weather • 
events
transportation costs to move livestock from fl ooded areas during a • 
fl ood to higher ground.

y 
y 

y 

Special 
Accommodations…

will be made upon request for 
individuals with disabilities, vi-
sion impairment or hearing im-
pairment.  If accommodations 
are required, individuals should 
contact their local FSA Service 
Center.
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Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) and Loan Defi -
ciency Payments (LDP) provide fi nancing and market-
ing assistance for wheat, rice, feed grains, soybeans, 

other oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, 
honey, wool and mohair. This 

assistance is available 
to eligible producers 
beginning with har-

vest or shearing sea-
son and extending through 

the program year. The 2008 crop year marketing loan 
and loan defi ciency payment benefi ts were subject to 
a limit of $75,000 per person. Starting with the 2009 
crop year, these benefi ts will no longer be subject to a 
payment limit. 

As part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) 
efforts to streamline the loan process, the Commodity 
Credit Corporation (CCC) will no longer adjust loan 
rates on warehouse-stored loans by premiums and 
discounts at loan-making time. Loan rates will be ad-
justed by premiums and discounts only at loan settle-
ment if the commodity is either farm-stored delivered 
or warehouse-stored forfeited. 

MAL and LDP Program Insures Farmers 
Fair Market Value for their Products

g , ,
other oilseeds, p

honey, w
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New Commodity Loan Repayment Rates

On April 15, FSA began using an improved and more 
stable system for 
determining non-
recourse marketing 
assistance loan repay-
ment rates and loan 
defi ciency payment 
rates for wheat, feed 
grains, pulse crops, 
oilseeds, wool, mohair 
and honey. 

The new method reduces the effects daily market vol-
atilities have on loan repayment rates, and provides 
more certainty for producers who have taken advan-
tage of marketing assistance loans or loan defi ciency 
payments. 

The loan repayment rate may now be determined 
as the lesser of the loan rate plus interest and a rate 
based on: 1) average market prices during the previ-
ous 30 days, or 2) an alternative method the secretary 
may develop. 

The CCC determines and publishes daily loan repay-
ment rates based on the average market prices during 
the preceding 30 days. 

Contact your local FSA offi ce for additional informa-
tion.Farm Storage Facility Loans

Low cost loans for storage facilities are available for 
producers to build or remodel farm storage facilities 
for a variety of 
c o m m o d i t i e s , 
including wheat, rice, 
soybeans and corn. 

The seven-year Farm 
Storage Facility 
Loans are available 
for the purchase and 
installation of eligible storage facilities, permanently 
affi xed drying or handling equipment, or remodeling 
existing facilities. Eligible facilities include new 
conventional-type cribs or bins and new and 
remanufactured oxygen-limiting and other upright 
silo-type structures. 

Farmers Cautioned 
to Control Thistles

If you have land under contract 
through the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) it 
is your responsibility to control 
undesirable species, such as this-
tles. The drought in 2008 has been 
hard on newly planted fi elds. 

If you have a problem with thistles 
or other weeds on fi elds enrolled 
in CREP, contact your local USDA 
offi ce for assistance. Do NOT de-
lay taking action.
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ACRE  continued from page 1

Payment Limitations Provisions

Direct payments under ACRE are limited to $40,000 per person or 
entity minus the 20 percent direct payment reduction, and Counter-
cyclical or ACRE payments are limited to $65,000 plus the 20% di-
rect payment reduction amount. The limitation is attributed to entities    
and individuals, including indirect amounts received through entities. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI)

Persons or legal entities whose average nonfarm AGI exceeds $500,000 
are not eligible for direct, CC or ACRE payments. Also, persons or legal 
entities whose average farm AGI exceeds $750,000 are not eligible for 
direct payments under the DCP and ACRE Programs.

ACRE Payments

ACRE payments are revenue-based payments and are tied to crop pro-
duction and the National Average Market Price for planted, and consid-
ered planted, covered commodity crops or peanuts on the farm. ACRE 
payments are; (1) limited to the total amount of base acres on the farm 
(2) can only be issued for a crop if both the state and farm level trig-
gers are met for the covered commodity crop or peanuts.

For more information about ACRE, DCP, and other price support pro-
grams, please visit your local USDA Service Center. 

Emergency Conservation 
Program (ECP)

Request for cost share assistance 
from damage incurred as a result 
of the 2009 Ice Storm have exceed-
ed available funding.  Offi ces are in 
the process of approving eligible 
applications in accordance with lo-
cal ranking criteria.  Eligible appli-
cations that were not approved due 
to unavailable funds will be kept 
on fi le in anticipation of additional 
funding.  Producers will be notifi ed 
of deferred action on these appli-
cations.  Additional funding has 
been requested for this disaster 
event.  Producers will be contacted 
once additional funding is received 
to determine if the practice is still 
needed. 

Conservation Reserve Program

Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and State Acres for 
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) are two conservation programs avail-
able to Kentucky landowners and operators who wish to participate in 
the conservation of land, water, air and wildlife resources.

The Farm Service Agency Service Centers accept offers for enrollment 
into both programs anytime.  

On May 1, Secretary Vilsack announced that certain CRP participants 
with CRP contracts that are scheduled to expire on September 30, 
2009, may modify all or part of that contract to extend the expiration 
date for a period of 3 or 5 years at the same per acre payment rate. No 
general signup is scheduled for FY2009.

FSA notifi ed participants by letter beginning May 6, 2009. The sign-up 
for this voluntary extension began on May 18 and runs through June 30, 
2009. Farmers and ranchers may apply for this extension at their FSA 
county offi ce. 

FIRST 
CROP

DOUBLE 
CROP

Wheat Soybeans
Grain Sorghum

Barley Soybeans
Grain Sorghum
Corn

Oats Soybeans
Grain Sorghum

Canola Soybeans
Grain Sorghum

Rye Soybeans
Grain Sorghum

Hay Soybeans
Grain Sorghum

The following are Kentucky State 
approved Double-Cropping prac-
tices.

Double-Cropping Crops
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United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all pro hib it ed bases apply to all programs.)  Persons 
with disabilities who require alternative means for com mu ni ca tion of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To fi le a complaint of discrimination, write:  USDA, Director of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 In de pen dence Avenue, SW, Wash -
ing ton, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and em ploy er.

Beginning and Limited 
Resource Farmers & Ranchers

FSA has a program to assist begin-
ning farmers and or members of 
socially disadvantaged groups to 
fi nance agricultural enterprises. 
Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide fi nanc-
ing to eligible applicants through 
either direct or guaranteed loans. 
FSA defi nes a beginning farmer as 
a person who:

Has operated a farm for not • 
more that 10 years
Will materially and substan-• 
tially participate in the opera-
tion of the farm
Agrees to participate in a loan • 
assessment, borrower train-
ing and fi nancial management 
program sponsored by FSA
Does not own a farm in excess • 
of 30 percent of the county’s 
average size.

Each member of an entity must 
meet the eligibility requirements. 
Loan approval is not guaranteed. 

Farmer Benefi ts from Recovery Act



USDA Farm Service Agency
771 Corporate Dr., Ste. 100
Lexington KY 40503-5478

Important Dates
        
√  July 4                 Independence Day - FSA offi ces closed

√  July 15               Final crop reporting date for all other crops, except   
           smal grain and value loss crops

√  August 3          Final date to file COC nomination forms at County 
           Offices

√  August 14          ACRE and DCP Sign up Deadline

√   Sept 1                 Final date to apply for coverage under NAP for   
                       Sodgrass, Christmas Trees, Crustaceans, Ornamental  
           Nursery, and Flowers

√   Sept 30              Final date to apply for coverage under NAP for 2010   
                       on Barley-GR, RYE and Wheat

√   Nov 20              Final date to apply for coverage under NAP for 2010 
                                  on Apples, Blueberries, Caneberries, Grapes, Honey, 
          Peaches,  Pears, Pecans, and Rhubarb

Farm Service Agency 
serving 

Kentucky Farmers
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To ensure program eligibility, re-
port prevented and/or failed crop 
acreage to FSA.  Prevented plant-
ing must be reported no later than 
15 calendar days after the fi nal 
planting date for the crop. Failed 
acreage must be reported before 
the disposition of the crop.

Prevented planting or 
Failed Acreage


