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Livestock Disaster Assistance Sign-up Underway

Livestock disaster program enroliment opened on April 15, 2014. These disaster
programs are authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill as permanent programs and pro-
vide retroactive authority to cover losses that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011.

To expedite applications, all producers who experienced losses are encouraged
to bring records documenting those losses to their local FSA Office. Producers
should record all pertinent information of natural disaster consequences, includ-

ing:

o Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that have died, supple-
mented if possible by photographs or video records of ownership and losses

o Dates of death supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts

e Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to move animals to new
pastures

o Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed

e Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting and production
records

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance pro-
grams:

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP):

e LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered
grazing losses due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire
on federally managed land. Eligible producers must physically be located in a
county affected by a qualifying drought during the normal grazing period for
the county. Producers who suffered eligible grazing losses should submit a
completed CCC-853 and supporting documentation by January 30, 2015.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP):

o LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather
and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or
protected by federal law. Producers who suffered livestock death losses
should submit a notice of loss and an application for payment to their local
FSA office by January 30, 2015.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish

Program (ELAP):

o ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, hon-
eybees and farm-raised fish that have losses due to disease, adverse weath-
er, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP assistance is
provided for losses not covered by LFP and LIP. Producers who suffered eligi-
ble livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish losses during 2012 and 2013 pro-
gram years must submit a notice of loss and application for payment
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to their local FSA office by August 1, 2014. For
2014 program year losses, the notice of loss and
an application for payment must be submitted by
November 1, 2014.

For more information, producers can review the LFP,
LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill
webpage. Producers are encouraged to make an
appointment with their local FSA office to apply for
these programs.

Hay Net

Producers are encouraged to use Hay Net on the
FSA website (http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet). This
online service allows producers with hay and those
who need hay to post ads so they can make connec-
tions. Hay Net is a popular site for farmers and
ranchers who have an emergency need. Individual
ads can be posted free of charge by producers who
complete a simple online registration form the first
time they use the site.

Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Compliance
Landowners and operators are reminded that in or-
der to receive payments from USDA, they must be
compliant with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wet-
land Conservation (WC) provisions. Farmers with
HEL determined soils must apply tillage, crop resi-
due and rotation requirements as specified in their
conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land
clearing or drainage projects to ensure compli-
ance. If you intend to clear any trees to create new
cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to
ensure any work will not jeopardize your eligibility for
benefits.

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-
1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and
Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to deter-
mine whether a referral to Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) is necessary.

For more information on Highly Erodible Land and
Wetland Conservation provisions, contact a FSA
County Office or visit the FSA website at
www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Enhances Farm Storage Facility Loan
Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) an-
nounced the expansion of the Farm Storage and Fa-
cility Loan program, which provides low-interest fi-
nancing to producers. The enhanced program in-

cludes 22 new categories of eligible equipment for
fruit and vegetable producers.

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and
specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have
access to needed capital for a variety of supplies
including sorting bins, wash stations and other food
safety-related equipment. A new more flexible alter-
native is also provided for determining storage
needs for fruit and vegetable producers, and waivers
are available on a case-by-case basis for disaster
assistance or insurance coverage if available prod-
ucts are not relevant or feasible for a particular pro-
ducer.

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security re-
quirements have been eased for loans up to
$100,000. Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000
and any loan with little resale value required a prom-
issory note/security agreement and additional securi-
ty, such as a lien on real estate. Now loans up to
$50,000 can be secured by only a promissory note/
security agreement and some loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require addi-
tional security.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or up-
grade permanent facilities to store commodi-
ties. Eligible commodities include grains, oilseeds,
peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable bio-
mass commodities, fruits and vegetables. Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold stor-
age facilities for fruits and vegetables.

Contact your local FSA office or Vvisit
www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs
and loans, including the Farm Storage Facility Loan
Program.

Microloan Program

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Mi-
croloan (ML) program to better serve the unique fi-
nancial operating needs of beginning, niche and
small family farm operations.

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help
farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The
loan features a streamlined application process built
to fit the needs of new and smaller producers. This
loan program will also be useful to specialty crop
producers and operators of community supported
agriculture (CSA).

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount
of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such
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as hoop houses to extend the growing season, es-
sential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as
seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents, marketing, and
distribution expenses. As financing needs increase,
applicants can apply for a regular operating loan up
to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain fi-
nancing from a commercial lender under FSA’s
Guaranteed Loan Program.

Individuals who are interested in applying for a mi-
croloan or would like to discuss other farm loan pro-
grams available should contact their local FSA office
to set up an appointment with a loan official.

2014 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility re-
quirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certifi-
cation report by the applicable deadline.

The 2014 Kentucky Acreage Reporting Deadlines
are:

May 31 Nursery Preceding Year (Report 2014 for
2015)

July 15 All other crops and CRP

Sept. 30 Aquaculture; Value loss and controlled en-
vironment crops (except Nursery). Examples: Christ-
mas Trees, Crustaceans, Finfish, Flowers, Ginseng,
Grass Sod

Dec. 15 Fall Seeded Small Grains. Examples: Bar-
ley, Canola, Oats, Rye, Wheat Preceding Year
(Report 2014 for 2015)

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage
reporting dates:

e |If the crop has not been planted by the above
acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after
planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after
the above acreage reporting date, then the acre-
age must be reported no later than 30 calendars
days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Ap-
propriate documentation must be provided to the
county office.

o If a perennial forage crop is reported with the in-
tended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left
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standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be
reported by July 15th.
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of
the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop
loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.

USDA Farm Service Agency Announces Tree As-
sistance Program (TAP) Sign-up

As of Tuesday, April 15, 2014, orchardists and
nursery tree growers who experienced losses from
natural disasters that occurred on or after Oct. 1,
2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance Program
(TAP). TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of
2014 as a permanent disaster program. TAP pro-
vides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists
and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate
eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural
disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that
produce an annual crop for commercial purposes.
Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and
Christmas trees that are produced for commercial
sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualify-
ing tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent
mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligi-
ble trees, bushes or vines must have been owned
when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible
growers are not required to own the land on which
the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees,
bushes and vines must be replaced within 12
months from the date the application is approved.
The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can re-
ceive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres an-
nually.
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