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Office Staff 
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IMPORTANT DATES: 

 August 29th– Office 
closed at 12:00 PM

 September 1st– Office
closed for observance
of Labor Day

USDA Notifies Producers on 
Acreage History and Yields 

Written notifications from USDA are 

underway to farmers that provide up-

dates on their current base acres, yields 

and 2009-2012 planting history.  

Please cross check the letter from 

USDA with your farm records. If the 

information is correct, no further action 

is needed at this time, but if our letter is 

incomplete or incorrect, contact your 

local FSA office as soon as possible. 

Verifying the accuracy of data on a 

farm’s acreage history is a required ear-

ly step for enrolling in the upcoming 

Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) pro-

gram and the Price Loss Coverage 

(PLC) program. Later this summer, 

farmers and ranchers will have an op-

portunity to update their crop yield in-

formation and reallocate base acres.  

By mid-winter all producers on a farm 

will be required to make a one-time, 

unanimous and irrevocable election be-

tween price protection and county reve-

nue protection or individual revenue 

protection for 2014-2018 crop years. 

Producers can expect to sign contracts 

for ARC or PLC for the 2014 and 2015 

crop years in the spring of 2015.  

Covered commodities include barley, 

canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 

crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, 

mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, 

rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain 

rice (includes short grain rice and tem-

perate japonica rice), safflower seed, 

sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed, and 

wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a cov-

ered commodity. 

 Visit www.fsa.usda.gov or the local 

FSA office for information about FSA 

and the 2014 Farm Bill programs.  

Loans for the Socially 
Disadvantaged 

FSA has a number of loan programs 

available to assist applicants to begin or 

continue in agriculture production.  

Loans are available for operating type 

loans and/or purchase or improve farms 

or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligi-

ble to apply for these loan programs, the 

FSA has provided priority funding for 

members of socially disadvantaged    

applicants.   

A socially disadvantaged applicant is 

one of a group whose members have 

been subjected to racial, ethnic or     

gender prejudice because of his or her   

identity as members of the group     

without regard to his or her individual 

qualities.   

For purposes of this program, socially 

disadvantaged groups are women,     

African Americans, American Indians, 

Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian 

Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to appli-

cants who meet all the eligibility re-

quirements and are unable to obtain the 

needed credit elsewhere.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov


Beginning Farmer Loans 

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural 

enterprises. Under these designated farm loan pro-

grams, FSA can provide financing to eligible appli-

cants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA 

defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

 Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

 Will materially and substantially participate in the

operation of the farm

 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, bor-

rower training and financial management pro-

gram sponsored by FSA

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of

the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, 

and other materials are available at your local USDA 

Service Center.  You may also visit 

www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Livestock Disaster Assistance 
Sign-up Underway 

Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on 

April 15, 2014. These disaster programs are author-

ized by the 2014 Farm Bill as permanent programs 

and provide retroactive authority to cover losses that 

occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011.  

To expedite applications, all producers who experi-

enced losses are encouraged to bring records docu-

menting those losses to their local FSA Office. Pro-

ducers should record all pertinent information of nat-

ural disaster consequences, including:  

 Documentation of the number and kind of live-

stock that have died, supplemented if possible by 

photographs or video records of ownership and losses 

 Dates of death supported by birth recordings or

purchase receipts 

 Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or

to move animals to new pastures 

 Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are

destroyed 

Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, 

planting and production records 

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following live-

stock disaster assistance programs: 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP): 

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock pro-

ducers that have suffered grazing losses due to 

drought on privately owned or cash leased land or 

fire on federally managed land. Eligible producers 

must physically be located in a county affected by a 

qualifying drought during the normal grazing period 

for the county. Producers who suffered eligible graz-

ing losses should submit a completed CCC-853 and 

supporting documentation by January 30, 2015. 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP): 

LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock pro-

ducers that have suffered livestock death losses in 

excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather 

and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by 

the federal government or protected by federal law. 

Producers who suffered livestock death losses should 

submit a notice of loss and an application for pay-

ment to their local FSA office by January 30, 2015.  

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees 

and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 

The enrollment deadline for the 2012 and 2013 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and 

Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) has been extend-

ed to Aug. 15, 2014. Originally, program sign-up was 

scheduled to end Aug. 1. 

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible pro-

ducers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish 

that have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or 

other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. 

ELAP assistance is provided for losses not covered 

by LFP and LIP. Producers who suffered eligible 

livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish losses during 

2012 and 2013 program years must submit a notice 

of loss and application for payment to their local FSA 

office by August 1, 2014. For 2014 program year 

losses, the notice of loss and an application for pay-

ment must be submitted by November 1, 2014. 

For more information, producers can review the LFP, 

LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill 

webpage. Producers are encouraged to make an ap-

pointment with their local FSA office to apply for 

these programs.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender 

Filing for NAP Losses 

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report 

failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 

completed by any producer with an interest in the 

crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 

all crops including grasses. For losses on crops cov-

ered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 

Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a 

CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office 

within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or 

when losses become apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report 

and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days 

of the final planting date for the crop.  

Save Time – Make an Appointment with FSA 

As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered 

by FSA, there will be related signups and in some 

cases multiple management decisions that need to 

be made by you, the producer, in consult with FSA 

staff.  To insure maximum use of your time and to 

insure that you are afforded our full attention to 

your important business needs, please call our office 

ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to dis-

cuss any records or documentation that you may 

need to have with you when you arrive for your   

appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact 

information, please visit: http://

offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app .  

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) An-

nounces Online Hay and Grazing Acres 

Locator Tool 

For many years, FSA's Hay Net website 

www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet  has been the "go to" 

online resource for agricultural producers to list in-

formation concerning the need for hay or the availa-

bility of hay.  

Now, in response to requests from livestock produc-

ers and landowners, FSA has expanded the site to 

include the option to list a need for grazing acres or 

to list acres available for grazing.  

If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are 

in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support live-

stock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement 

seeking these resources. Likewise, landowners who 

have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock 

producers should post a Hay Net advertisement as 

well. 

A few things to remember when using the Hay Net 

website: 

There is a one-time registration process that 

should be completed by all users who want 

to post an ad online.  

Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT 

NEED to have an eAuthentication user id. 

Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically 

removed after a period of 13 months.  

Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by 

keeping ads current and up to date and re-

move ads you no longer need or want adver-

tised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate ad-

vertisements on this site. 

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public ser-

vice. The sole purpose of this online resource is to 

provide a site for the exchange of information. FSA 

does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise make rep-

resentations of any kind regarding any user of this 

site and FSA is not responsible for defining the 

terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.  

For more information about Hay Net and other FSA 

services and programs, please contact your local 

FSA office.  For local FSA Service Center contact 

information, please visit: http://

offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.  

http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app

