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FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE NOMINATION PERIOD 
 

FSA county offices are seeking interested farmers to serve as candidates for the local County Committee elections to be held this fall. Nomination forms 
(FSA-669A) are now available and must be postmarked or received by close of business in the local county FSA offices by August 1, 2007. 
 
Farmers can nominate themselves or any other producer in the Local Administration Area to run for a seat on the committee beginning April 11, 2007. 
 
FSA administers federal agricultural production, farm loan, conservation, and emergency programs in Michigan through a network of 51 local offices across 
the state. Locally elected committees of farmers and/or landowners oversee each office. 
 
The locally elected committees shoulder primary responsibility for making national farm programs fit the needs and situations faced by local farmers and 
bring local expertise and knowledge to USDA's daily delivery of programs and services. 
 
Eligible voters may circulate or sign nomination petitions for as many candidates as they choose, including themselves.  Also, organizations representing 
minorities and women farmers or ranchers may nominate candidates. The deadline for submitting nominations to local county offices is August 1, 2007. 
 
Minority and female farmers are encouraged to take part in this important nomination process. For more information, contact a local FSA office located in 
USDA Service Centers throughout Michigan or visit FSA’s election website at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA News and Events tab. 
 
Nomination forms are available at local county offices and can also be found online at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA News and Events tab. 
 
This year’s election is being held for Local Administrative Area # 3 which includes the Townships of Goodland, Imlay, Almont, Dryden, Metamora and 
Hadley in Lapeer County. 
 
This year’s election is also being held for Local Administrative Area # 4 which includes the Townships of Groveland, Holly, Rose, Springfield, Highland, 
White Lake, Milford, Commerce, Lyon and Novi in Oakland County. 
 
Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters by November 2, 2007. The deadline to return ballots is December 3, 2007. 
 
 

                        ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME 
 

The adjusted gross income (AGI) limitation states that an individual or entity shall not be eligible to receive certain benefits if the individual or entity’s AGI 
exceeds $2.5 million and less than 75 percent of the gross income is derived from farming, ranching or forestry operations. AGI is required for DCP, 
conservation programs, LDPs, marketing loan gains and other programs as applicable.  AGI takes into account income from the three years immediately 
proceeding the year for which benefits are requested.  Each individual must complete form CCC-526, Payment Eligibility Average Adjusted Gross Income 
Certification.  For an entity, both the entity and the individuals in the entity must complete the form.  Failure to complete the form will result in payment 
ineligibility.  This certification is subject to spot check so accuracy is critical. 
 
 

E-GOV 
 

The 2005 and future year DCP contract software is web-based. Customers with an eGov “level 2” security access are able to e-file DCP contracts on-line. 
 
To obtain eGov “Level 2” security access, customers may contact their local FSA Office or on the web at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/. By enrolling in 
eGov and having a Level 2 Access, producers will be able to transact some of their farm business from home, including enrolling for DCP and LDPs.  

 
eGov allows USDA customers to view; their customer statement, payments associated with commodity and conservation programs, information on farm 
loans, conservation plan and land unit information. In addition, customers can submit payment requests like eLDP’s, program applications such as eDCP and 
numerous other application forms using the eForms program. 

 
CROP/ACREAGE REPORTING 

 
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
 
Producers who participate in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP), Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) or request a commodity loan or LDP 
will be required to annually report all crops on the farm. FSA program participation depends on accurate acreage reports. If you have a crop that has not been 
planted by the final reporting date, the report must be filed by 15 calendar days after the planting is completed to be timely filed. Producers with Noninsured 
Assistance Program (NAP) crops should contact their local office to determine the certification deadline. 
 
The current farm bill requires a crop acreage report for all acres in a farming operation to be eligible for most of the farm programs administered through the 
Farm Service Agency.  
 
The last day to report small grains is June 30, 2006, Please call for an appointment. 
 
The last day to report all other crops is July 15, 2005. Please call for an appointment when you are ready to report. 
 
If you did not contact the office before the deadline to report acres, you may still certify, however a late filing fee may apply. 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
June 30 Deadline to report crop acreages for small grains 
July 15 Deadline to report crop acreages for all other crops. 
August 3rd Last day to sign a DCP contract.  
August 1st Deadline to request a farm reconstitution for 2007. 
August 1st Deadline to nominate a person for county committee elections. 
September 30, 2007 Last day to Late File a DCP contract. 
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                   2007 DIRECT AND COUNTER CYCICAL PROGRAM (DCP) 
 
The USDA has extended the DCP contract enrollment deadline to August 3, 2007.  August 3rd is the last day to sign a DCP contract 

to be considered timely filed. After August 3rd 2007 producers CAN sign a contract and be considered timely filed if a late filing fee of $100.00 is paid in 
advance. The fee will be charged for each contract (farm number) that the producer wishes to late file. 
 
PLEASE call the County Office for more information and an appointment to file any contract. 
 
To avoid late filing fees, contracts can be signed starting October 1st 2006, for the 2007 crop year. This means that a 2007 crop year contract will be 
considered timely filed if it is signed between October 1st 2006 and August 3rd 2007. 
Please call the County Office for more information and an appointment. 
 
 

LOANS AVAILABLE FOR BEGINNING FARMERS, AND SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS 
 
FSA is authorized to assist beginning farmers and or members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these programs, 
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans.  
 
FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person whom: 
 
Has operated a farm for NOT more then 10 years. 
Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm. 
Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored by FSA. 
Does not own a farm in excess of 30% of the county’s average size. 
 
Each member of an entity must meet the eligibility requirements. Loan approval is not guaranteed. 
Socially disadvantaged groups are Women, Hispanics, American Indians, African Americans, Asians, and Pacific Islanders. 

 
NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) 

 
If you carry NAP coverage for a crop, and you experience a loss of production you must file a report of loss. The report of loss must be filed in the County 
Office within 15 days of noticing the loss. You must timely file an acreage report and keep track and report production using acceptable methods. 

 
WEBSITE LOCATIONS 

 
Website for the Farm Service Agency: http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
Visit the USDA Homepage for up-to-date information: http://www.usda.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment. If accommodations are 
required, please call Andrew Calcaterra (810)664-0895 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal 
or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s Target 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice or TDD).  
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer (revised 6/8/2005). 

 




