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Laurie C. Lawson was appointed by the Obama Administration to serve as South Caro-
lina State Executive Director (SED) for the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA).

Lawson has been actively involved in agriculture for over 55 years.  Beginning in 1956, 
Lawson was the owner and operator of Lawson Farms, which originated in 1834 in 
Darlington County, South Carolina.  Lawson Farms was started by Lawson’s great 
grandfather, after which his grandfather, then his father, and at his father’s death his 
mother was in charge until Lawson came back from service in the United States Army.  
Lawson served as Chairman of the South Carolina Agriculture Commission from 1979-
1987.  He was honored with South Carolina’s highest honor, the “Order of the Palmetto” 
by Governor Richard W. Riley.  He served on the Board of Directors of the South Caro-
lina Farm Bureau Federation for many years and was awarded its Distinguished Service 
Award.

In 1993 Lawson was appointed by the Clinton Administration to serve as State Execu-
tive Director (SED) for the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) ASCS, later 
changed to Farm Service Agency.  He served in this capacity until February 2002.
Later during 2002 he was named Assistant to the Vice President of Public Service and 
Agriculture at his Alma Mater, Clemson University, where he served until being reap-
pointed as SED of FSA in November 2009.  He was awarded the Clemson Alumni 
Association’s Distinguished Service Award.

Lawson Farms is now operated by two of Lawson’s sons and a grandson.  Lawson’s 
other son is Probate Judge of Darlington County and his daughter is an elementary 
school teacher.  Lawson’s wonderful wife of 53 years died in 2006.  He is blessed with 
10 grandchildren.

 
 


