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    DEADLINES and  REMINDERS 
 
2007 CROP REPORTS: 
Producers are required to file a crop acre-
age report on all cropland for the following 
programs: 
 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) 
Commodity Loans 
Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) 
Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP) 
 
The deadline was June 30th for wheat and 
other fall-seeded small grains and July 
15th for all other crops.  Producers are  
encouraged to file crop reports annually to 
keep their records up to date.  Late filing 
fees have increased to a minimum of $46 
per farm.  An $8 fee for each half hour of 
labor is added.  
 
 
DIRECT AND COUNTER CYCLICAL  
PROGRAM (DCP)  
The DCP enrollment deadline has 
passed, however producers may enroll 
through 9/30/07 with a late fee of $100 
per farm number.  While DCP partici-
pants must sign DCP contracts 
annually, producers can choose not to 
participate in the program in any given 
year.  2007 is the last year authorized 
for this commodity program.  
 
Please call for an appointment to enroll 
today.  Producers can visit any USDA 
Service Center to complete their 2007 
DCP contract.  Additionally, sign-up can 
be done online, allowing producers to 
choose payment options, assign crop 
shares and sign and submit their con-
tracts from any computer with Internet 
access.  
 

  
ELECTRONIC APPLICATIONS 
 
For the past several years USDA has 
made great strides in making its pro-
grams more accessible.  We encourage 
producers with Internet access to use 
the system. 
 
The electronic service saves time,  
reduces paperwork and speeds up 
contract processing at FSA offices. It is 
available to all producers who are eli-
gible to participate and who obtain 
eAuthentication accounts. The service 
has strict security measures to protect 
a participants' private information. 
Only authorized federal employees 
have access to information producers 
submit electronically. 
 
To access the service, producers must 
have an active USDA eAuthentication 
Level 2 account, which requires  
completing an online registration form 
followed by one visit to the FSA office 
for identity verification.   
 
See page three for step by step  
instructions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  

 

 
 

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS WILL BE 
MADE UPON REQUEST FOR 
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES, 
VISION IMPAIRMENT, OR HEARING 
IMPAIRMENT.  
 
IF ACCOMMODATIONS ARE REQUIRED, 
PLEASE CALL CONSTANCE REID 
GUFFEY AT (517)263-7400. 
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   CONSERVATION  RESERVE  

ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM                   

(CREP)  
 
THE CREP AREA HAS BEEN 
EXPANDED TO INCLUDE ALL OF 
LENAWEE COUNTY AND MUCH OF 
MONROE COUNTY. 
   
Soil rental rates have increased for CRP and 
CREP.  Contact us for an appointment to inquire or 
enroll soon.  There is a high demand for this  
program.  We are scheduling appointments into 
November at this point. 
 
WHAT IS CONTINUOUS CRP? 
 
CRP participants voluntarily remove environmen-
tally sensitive land from agricultural production by 
entering into CRP contracts for 10 to 15 years.  In 
exchange, participants receive annual rental pay-
ments, financial incentives and a cost share 
payment of up to 50 percent of the cost of estab-
lishing the conservation practices.   
 
Land in the River Raisin Watershed is eligible for 
additional benefits through the enhanced version of 
this program, CREP. 
 
To be eligible, land had to have been planted or 
considered planted to an agricultural commodity in 
four of the years 1996-2001.  Land in CRP in those 
years, which is no longer under contract, or land 
seeded to hay in one of those years is also eligible.
 
Producers with land expiring from the program on 
9/30/07 that is devoted to filter strips, sod water-
ways and other environmental priority practices, 
may re-offer the land prior to 9/30/07.   
 
To be eligible, the land must be owned for 12 
months (some exceptions apply). 
 
The CRP program protects millions of acres of top-
soil from erosion. By reducing water runoff and 
sedimentation, it also protects groundwater and 
helps improve the condition of lakes, rivers, ponds, 
and streams. Acreage enrolled in the CRP is 
planted to resource-conserving (vegetative) covers,
greatly increasing wildlife populations in many parts 
of the country. 
 
 

If you wish to plant a conservation cover  
instead of a commodity crop on land that has 
low yield potential or is highly erodible, ask 
about your eligibility for CRP! 
 

                     

 

 
 
FARM LOAN PROGRAMS 
The Farm Service Agency provides credit to  
agricultural producers unable to secure credit from 
commercial lending sources.   
 
Contact Michael Jordon, Farm Loan Manager. 
 

                  
 
COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS FOR 
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE AREA I 
 
LAA 1, made up of Woodstock, Cambridge,  
Franklin, Rome, Adrian, Clinton-Tecumseh and 
Macon Townships will elect a representative to the 
Lenawee County FSA Committee this year.   
 
Bonnie Hunt of Adrian currently holds the seat 
representing LAA 1.  Bonnie is not eligible to be 
re-elected as she will have served the term limit of 
three, 3-year terms.   6 candidates have been 
nominated.  Watch for more information on the 
candidates in the next newsletter! 
 
Committee members are a critical component of 
operations at FSA. They help deliver FSA Farm 
Programs at the local level. Farmers who serve on 
the local Committee help with the decisions nec-
essary to administer programs.  They work to 
make FSA agriculture programs serve the needs 
of local producers by providing local input on com-
modity price support loans and payments; 
conservation programs; incentive, indemnity, and 
disaster payments.  
 
Committee members apply their judgment and 
knowledge to make local decisions.  
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     FILING FORMS USING THE INTERNET 

 
To file E-LDP requests, E-DCP contracts, or to have ac-
cess to your Customer Statement, you must obtain a 
USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account.  To do this: 
 
1.  Go to site: 
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/eauthCreateAccount.html
 
Follow the steps to request a Level 2 account by filling out 
the online form, creating a user ID and password that is 
temporary and responding to the confirmation e-mail the 
system sends you.  Note that you must respond to activate 
your account within 7 days.  
 
2. Bring a picture ID, such as your driver’s license, to the 
office.  We will verify your identity and make sure you 
have a record in the SCIMS database 
 
3. You will then be able to logon to use your USDA ac-
count at site http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TAKING CARE OF CONSERVATION RESERVE 
PROGRAM (CRP) ACRES 
 
CRP cover maintenance is the annual  
responsibility of a CRP contract holder.    
 
CRP land is to be free of noxious weeds and woody 
vegetation.  To maintain your CRP cover, you may 
spot mow between August 1 and 20 (only the specific 
areas that need weed or brush control).  You may 
mow these areas only once a year and you may do 
that without contacting FSA.  If maintenance is 
needed earlier in the year, to control thistles before 
they go to seed for example, write to the FSA County 
Committee or call FSA for permission to treat these 
spots.  This should be done BEFORE weeds go to 
seed.  Also contact FSA if you need to mow more 
than once per year to keep weeds under control.  
                              

                   

Mid-Contract Management is different from your 
responsibility for general maintenance.   
If your CRP cover has been successfully established 
for a couple of years, you will need to take action on 
required Mid-Contract Management.  Contracts for the 
last couple of years have included the requirement for 
mid-contract management.  Mid-Contract Manage-
ment means taking actions to improve the CRP cover. 
The idea is to manage the cover and to make it more 
useful for wildlife such as ground nesting birds.  As 
your CRP cover matures it may become thick with a 
single type of grass.  The CRP cover will benefit from 
action such as light disking, grass-specific herbicides, 
interseeding with legumes or wildflowers, or pre-
scribed burning.  These activities will create plant 
diversity and make the cover more attractive to birds.  
 
The CRP participant chooses the method of  
management they feel is best for the field.  Discing 
may be the best choice if the cover is thick and weed 
free.  Spraying and interseeding may be the best 
choice for any spots that do not have a quality cover.  
 
Note: Mowing is not an approved method of mid-
contract management, but timely mowing and spray-
ing problem weed areas such as thistle helps to 
maintain healthy cover. 
 
FSA will provide cost sharing at 50% of eligible costs 
up to $50 per acre, per year, not to exceed $100 per 
acre for the life of a 10 year contract or $125 per acre 
if your contract is for over 10 years.   Those with older 
CRP contracts may request that Mid-Contract Man-
agement be added to their conservation plans as long 
as the contract has at least two years remaining. 
 
CRP covers damaged by improper maintenance or 
management will need to be reseeded at the  
participant’s expense. 

Hands-on training sessions are still 
available.  We are building another list of 
those interested in a training session.  
Please call Ann Squires and get your 
name on the list. Space is limited to 15 
persons per session.  

 IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
 
THE BEST MANAGEMENT CHOICE WILL CHANGE 
IF YOU HAVE SPOTS WITH THISTLES OR SOME 
OTHER COVER QUALITY PROBLEM!  FOR 
EXAMPLE, DISCING A COVER WITH A THISTLE 
PROBLEM MAY MAKE YOUR PROBLEM WORSE.   
 
A BETTER CHOICE, PRIOIR TO CONDUCTING 
MID-CONTRACT MANAGEMENT, WOULD BE TO 
MOW AND SPRAY WITH A PRODUCT THAT WILL 
KILL THE THISTLE, BUT NOT THE GRASSES.  
CONSULT A VENDOR OR MSU-EXTENSION. 
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Temporary  
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Compliance Process Changed for 2007 
 
Starting this year a new compliance and spot check selection process has been implemented.  Instead of locally selecting 
farms, contracts, loans, etc. for spot check and review, a nationwide selection of producers has been made using a statistical 
sampling method.  FSA will review both the accuracy of the representations made by selected producers as well as compli-
ance with various program requirements.  The reviews may need to be conducted at various times throughout the year 
depending on the FSA programs in which the selected producers are participating.  
 
FSA is committed to delivering accurate program payments to America’s agricultural producers.  The accuracy of payments 
not only benefits farmers and ranchers, but also maximizes taxpayer dollars and government efficiency. 
 
Preventing Fraud, Waste 
 
The Farm Service Agency has joined with the Risk Management Agency to prevent fraud, waste and abuse in the Federal 
Crop Insurance Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, assist RMA and insurance providers by monitoring crop condi-
tions throughout the growing season. In addition, FSA will refer all suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse to RMA. 
Producers can report suspected cases to the county office staff, RMA office, or the Office of the Inspector General. 
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LANSING  MI 
PERMIT NO 19 

Lenawee County FSA Office 
1100 Sutton RD 
Adrian  MI  49221 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of        program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer.  


