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  DCP CONTRACT INFORMATION__
If you are planning to participate in the 2007 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, contact this county office to sign a 2007 DCP contract (CCC-509) before June 1, 2007.  (You can sign your contract after June 1 and before September 30, but you will be assessed a late-signing fee of $100.)
When you sign the CCC-509, you are agreeing to:

· comply with highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation   provisions on all your land;

· devote acreage equal to the base acreage to an agricultural or conserving use;

· effectively control noxious weeds and otherwise maintain base acres according to sound agricultural practices;

· not plant perennial fruits and vegetables or harvest annual FAVs (other than lentils, mung beans, and dry peas) or wild rice on base acres (Exceptions: Double-cropping covered commodities or peanuts with wild rice, fruits, or vegetables shall be permitted in any region in which there is a history of this type of double-cropping.);

· file an acreage report with respect to all cropland on the farm; and

· notify the county office staff when there is a transfer of or change of interest of a producer.

Please note: 

2006 Final Direct Payment of $.28/bu of corn were recently issued.  
2005 Final Counter-cyclical rates of $.35/bu for corn were issued also.
                     EMERGENCY LOANS____________
The U.S. Department of Agriculture designated all counties in Connecticut as primary natural disaster areas due to loses caused by a cool spring and an excessive wet weather pattern that occurred from April 1, 2006, through July 18,  

2006.  This designation makes all qualified farm operators in the designated area eligible for low-interest emergency loans from the USDA Farm Service Agency.  To qualify, farmers must have suffered at least a 30 percent loss in one crop and be unable to get credit elsewhere.  Please call our office for more information.
             LOAN DEFICIENCY PAYMENTS________
To be eligible for loans or LDPs, you must comply with conservation and wetland protection requirements; beneficial interest requirements, report how you use cropland acreage on the farm and ensure that the commodity meets CCC minimum grade and quality standards.                
At this time, there are no LDP payments for corn because the Posted County Price is higher than the Loan rate.  

LITCHFIELD/FAIRFIELD

FARM SERVICE AGENCY

1185 New Litchfield St

Torrington, CT  06790
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COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION

Just a reminder:  Be watching your mailbox for your official county office committee election ballot starting early next month.  Ballots will be mailed to all eligible voters in Litchfield County in LAA 2 in the towns of: Bethlehem, Bridgewater, Morris, New Milford, Plymouth, Roxbury, Thomaston, Washington, Watertown, and Woodbury, and also in Fairfield County in LAA 4 in the towns of: Bethel, Brookfield, Danbury, Darien, Easton, Greenwich, New Canaan, New Fairfield, Norwalk, Redding, Ridgefield, Sherman, Stamford, Weston, and Wilton on November 3, 2006.  If, for some reason, you don’t receive a ballot, feel free to notify the county FSA office.  Completed and signed ballots are due back in the county office by the close of business on December 4, 2006.


ACREAGE SPOT CHECK DETERMINATION AND NOTIFICATIONS
Each year the Farm Service Agency completes spot checks of acreage reports.  Acreage reports are the basis for delivery of many farm programs.  Acreage spot checks are completed to ensure accurate acreage reports are used for farm programs.
FSA will spot check acreages on over 10 percent of the farms in each county.  Color imagery flown in August 2006 will be used to complete all acreage determinations.

After farms are spot checked, a Notice of Determined Acreage will be sent to the farm operator.

Producer notifications will be issued by FSA as spot checks are completed.  Questions concerning determined acres should be directed to your local FSA office for clarification.
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COUNTY FSA OFFICE


1185 New Litchfield Street


Torrington, CT  06790-6098


Tel.  860-626-8852


Fax. 860-626-8850


HOURS  8:00am-4:30pm


Monday – Friday


8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.





COUNTY COMMITTEE


Tim Potter-Chairman


Dorothy Jacquier-Vice Chair


Rick Plumb - Regular Member


Charles Ferris IV-Regular Member


Donald Taylor-Reg. Member





COUNTY OFFICE STAFF


Howard E. Rood Jr., 


County Executive Director


Ellen Losee,  


Farm Loan Manager


Karen Tomlinson, 


Farm Loan Officer


Barbara Hawley, 


Program Technician


Carolyn A. Tomczyk, 


Program Technician








The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation , and all marital or familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply


to all programs).  Persons with


disabilities who require alternate


means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.,) should contact the TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600


(voice or TDD).  To file a complaint


of discrimination, write USDA,


Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th & Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.


           www.fsa.usda.gov 				

















