
 

 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

USDA Secretary Designates 9 Counties in Massachusetts as  

Primary Natural Disaster Areas 
 

 

Amherst, Massachusetts, September 27, 2011 – The Farm Service Agency State Executive 

Director Richard Burke would like to inform producers that Berkshire, Bristol, Essex, Franklin, 

Hampden, Hampshire, Middlesex, Norfolk and Worcester counties in Massachusetts have been 

designated as primary natural disaster areas due to damage and losses caused by excessive rain 

and high winds associated with Tropical Storm Irene that occurred from August 28 through 

August 31, 2011.  Plymouth and Suffolk counties are named as contiguous disaster counties. 

  

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) has reviewed the Loss Assessment Reports, along 

with additional information submitted by State Executive Director Richard Burke of the 

Massachusetts Farm Service Agency (FSA).  Based on this review, USDA has determined that 

there were sufficient production losses to warrant a Secretarial natural disaster designation. 

 

A Secretarial disaster designation makes farm operators in both primary and contiguous 

counties eligible to be considered for assistance from the FSA, provided eligibility requirements 

are met.  This assistance includes FSA emergency loans and the Supplemental Revenue 

Assistance Payments (SURE) Program.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the 

date of a Secretarial disaster declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance.  FSA will 

consider each emergency loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of 

production losses, security available, and repayment ability.  SURE Program applications for 

2011 crop losses will be accepted in 2012, when the 2011 farm revenue data required by statute 

becomes available.   

 

For further information and assistance, please contact your local FSA office or the MA 

State Office at 413-253-4500. 

 

 
 

 


