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 Election Update 
The period to nominate candidates for the up-
coming county committee election is closed.
Nominations were due in the county office on
Tuesday, Aug. 1. Ballots will be mailed to all
eligible voters by Nov. 3. Voted and signed bal-
lots must be returned to the county office by
Dec. 4. 
If no valid nominations have been filed, the
Secretary of Agriculture may nominate as
many as two individuals to be placed on the
ballot.  
County committee elections give farmers and
ranchers an important opportunity to ensure
that their FSA county committees represent
them. 
Farmers and ranchers who serve on county
committees help make decisions necessary to
administer federal farm programs offered in
their communities. County committees make
decisions on agricultural issues such as com-
modity price support loans and payments, con-
servation programs, disaster payments and
employing county executive directors. 
If you participate or cooperate in programs ad-
ministered by FSA and live in the local admin-
istrative area conducting an election, you may
be nominated for candidacy for a committee.
You can obtain a complete list of eligibility re-
quirements by visiting the county office or
online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas
/publications/facts/html/cocelig06.htm. 
 
 Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters by

Nov. 3. The last day to return voted ballots
to the county office is Dec. 4. 

 
 Newly elected county committee members

take office Jan.1, 2007. 
 
Security Guidelines 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has re-
leased a booklet entitled "Pre-Harvest Security
Guidelines and Checklist 2006" to help agri-
cultural producers enhance security at the farm
level. The booklet contains practical measures
help to protect against natural disasters, as
 well as the unintentional or intentional intro-
duction of plant or animal diseases. To get a
copy, stop by the county office.  
More information is available at
http://www.usda.gov/homelandsecurity. 
 
Keep track of heat related losses
Even though the recent heat wave has finally 
broken, it's effects linger. Around the state, 
many thousands of dairy cows, turkeys and
chickens have died from the triple digit tem-
peratures. Other producers have suffered milk 
production losses or had grapes shrivel on the 
vine. 
If you have had a loss as a result of the high 
heat, we suggest you report the loss to your lo-
cal Agriculture Commissioner.  
There is no FSA program in place at this time 
to respond to the losses. However, it's always a 
good idea to document what has happened on 
our farm or ranch.  y

 
Emergency Loans 
On June 5, 2006, the President of the United 
States named Merced and Madera Counties eli-
gible for USDA emergency farm loans because 
of physical and production losses based on
damages and losses caused by severe storms,
flooding, mudslides and landslides, which oc-
curred on March 29, 2006, to April 16, 2006. 
The designation number of this disaster is 
#M1646.  The deadline to file an application is 
February 5, 2007. 
 
On June 15, 2006, the Secretary of Agriculture 
named Merced and Madera Counties eligible 
for USDA emergency farm loans because of 
physical and production losses based on dam-
ages and losses caused by unprecedented rain-
fall, severe weather conditions that occurred
from December 17, 2005, through April 26, 
2006.  The designation number of this disaster
is #S2315.  The deadline to file an application 
is February 15, 2007. 
The following eligibility requirements must be 
met: 
Have suffered at least a 30 percent loss of nor-
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 al production directly related to the above-
ited cause, 
)Be able to repay the loan and any other loans,
)Be unable to obtain credit elsewhere, 
)Have adequate security, and 
)Have multi-peril crop insurance, if available. 
ll applicants must complete a certification of
isaster losses, which reflects the exact date(s)
nd nature of the designated disaster and how it
aused the loss or damage.  Crop insurance
ield reports may be a source for documenting
osses directly related to the cite cause. 

oldier's and Sailor's Relief Act 
roducers who are full time members of the
ilitary or have been called to active duty with

heir Reserve or National Guard units should
now about the protections provided by the
oldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act of 1940.  
roducers or borrowers should notify the
ounty office if they are full-time members of
he armed services or have been called to active
uty status whether or not their financial situa-
ion has been adversely affected. 

and for Sale 
roducers and investors are encouraged to
ookmark this Web site http://www.resales

usda.gov/. This site provides a national list of
ll inventory farms that are available for sale by
he Farm Service Agency. These properties
ere acquired by the agency through mortgage
efaults and oftentimes represent a good value.
hey may also represent an opportunity for be-
inning farmers to obtain a parcel of real estate
nd are initially targeted to beginning farmers
or financing by the FSA. 

eneficial Interest Clarified 
he Farm Service Agency national office staff
as clarified its policy on open storage by re-
cinding part of a notice issued in July. Produc-
rs who deliver to a Commodity Credit
orporation-approved, federally- or state-

icensed warehouse and the commodity is
laced in open storage must be able to receive
rom the warehouse a negotiable warehouse re-
eipt or other form of acceptable production
vidence, if requested. 
or details on the policy, contact the county of-
ice staff. National FSA notices are available on
he agency’s Web site:  
ttp://www.fsa.usda.gov by clicking on “No-
ices” under “Resources” in the left column. 
 
Selected Interest Rates for 

August 2006 
90-Day Treasury Bill 4.875% 
Farm Operating - Direct 5.500% 
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.750% 
Limited Resource 5.000% 
Farm Ownership - Direct Down 
Payment, Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher 

4.000% 

Emergency  3.750% 
Farm Storage Facility 5.125% 
Sugar Storage Facility 5.250% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 6.250% 
Tobacco (TTPP) Discount Rate 10.000% 

Sugar Storage Loans Available 
The 2002 Farm Bill authorized loans to proces-
sors of domestically-produced sugarcane and 
sugar beets for the construction or upgrade of 
storage and handling facilities for raw sugars 
and refined sugars. Loans may be made only 
for the purchase and installation of eligible 
storage facilities, permanently affixed handling 
equipment or the remodeling of existing facili-
ties. 
The maximum term of the loan is 15 years and 
all loans must be secured by a promissory note 
and security agreement. The maximum princi-
pal amount of any farm storage facility loan is
85 percent of the net cost of the applicant’s 
needed storage or handling equipment. 
A minimum down payment representing the 
difference between the net cost of the storage 
facility and the amount of the loan shall be 
made by the loan applicant to the supplier or 
contractor before the loan is disbursed. 
The interest rate will be the equivalent to that
charged on U.S. Treasury securities of compa-
rable maturity on the date the loan is approved. 
The interest rate for each loan will remain in ef-
fect for the term of the loan. 
 
NAP Coverage 
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) was designed to reduce finan-
cial losses that occur when natural disasters 
cause a catastrophic loss of production or pre-
vented planting of an eligible crop by providing 
coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) in-
surance. Statute limits NAP to each commercial 
crop or agricultural commodity, except live-
stock, for which CAT is not available and is 
produced for food or fiber.   
The application deadline date for the 2007 NAP 



 
 
 

 Relieve stress 
and run for fun ! !  
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rops is soon approaching. For Forage Crops
he deadline date is 9/1/06, honey 12/01/06 and
ut trees the deadline date is 12/15/06.   
roducers who already have coverage on 2006
AP crops may choose to continue coverage
n the same crop or crops for 2007, if the ap-
licable service fee is submitted by the applica-
ion closing date.  
 new CCC-471, application for coverage is
ot required to be signed when applying for
ontinuous coverage of the same crop or crops.
roducers who choose to add a new crop(s) or 
elete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage
r changing crop shares must file a new CCC-
71 with signatures and pay the applicable ser-
ice fee. 
roducers with 2006 NAP coverage must re-
ember to complete the following to qualify

or benefits: 
 Timely file acreage reports and keep track

of harvested production using acceptable
methods. For example, bale weights or
other means of determining quantities of
hay are required. 

  
File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of
when a loss is apparent, due to drought,
hail, etc.  

ommodity Loans Maturing 
eminder that 2005 commodity loans for farm

tored corn may mature in August and Septem-
er. Take a second to view the condition of the 
rain during this weather pattern of humid air
nd fluctuating temperatures.  
o not forget, grain under Commodity Credit 
orporation loan cannot be removed without
rior authorization or repayment. Unauthorized
emoval, which includes removal for cleaning 
or seed or planting, is a violation and is subject 
o monetary and administrative penalties. 

our loans are subject to spot check. Deter-
ined shortages must be repaid with principal

lus interest, and additional monetary penalties 
lus loss of future loan eligibility may apply.
roducers planning to remove or clean CCC

oan grain should contact the county office staff
or additional information. 

easonable Accommodations 
easonable accommodations will be made,
pon request, for individuals with disabilities,
ision impairment or hearing impairment. If
pecial accommodations are required, please 
all the Farm Service Agency county office
taff, and we will be happy to make any ar-
angements that are necessary. 
 
CCC-633-EZ Reminder 
A reminder that we’ve switched to the CCC-
633-EZ form. Be sure to complete and sign 
page 1 of the EZ form as soon as possible and 
certainly before you lose beneficial interest. 
Then, depending upon the crop, page 2, 3 or 4 
is used to request an LDP any time during the 
loan/LDP availability period before or after 
losing beneficial interest.    
For the 2006 crop year, the CCC-633 EZ and 
eLDP online requests are the only methods 
available to request LDPs.  
Contact the county office for details. 
 
Controlled Substances 
Program participants convicted under federal 
or state law of any planting, cultivating, grow-
ing, producing, harvesting or storing a con-
trolled substance are ineligible for program 
payments and benefits. 
If convicted of one of these offensives, the pro-
gram participant shall be ineligible during that 
crop year and the four succeeding crop years 
for direct and counter-cyclical payments, price 
support loans, loan deficiency payments, mar-
ket loan gains, storage payments, farm facility 
loans, Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program payments or disaster payments. 
Program participants convicted of any federal 
or state offense consisting of the distribution 
(trafficking) of a controlled substance shall, at 
the discretion of the court, be ineligible for any 
or all program payments and benefits: 
 for up to 5 years after the first conviction 
 for up to 10 years after the second convic-

tion 
 permanently for a third or subsequent con-

viction. 
 

Program participants convicted of federal or 
state offense for the possession of a controlled 
substance shall be ineligible, at the discretion 
of the court, for any or all program benefits, as 
follows: 
*  up to 1 year upon the first conviction
*    up to 5 years after a second or subsequent 
conviction. 
3
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   Dates to Remember 

Sept. 4 Labor Day Federal Holiday. 
All FSA offices closed. 

Sept. 30 Final date for 2006 DCP con-
tract revisions. 

Nov. 3 County committee election 
ballots mailed. 

Dec. 4 
Last day to return voted bal-
lots in county committee elec-
tion. 

  
Visit Our Web site at 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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