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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, sexual 
orientation, and parental, marital or familial status, religion, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact the USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  

OR FSA - http://www.fsa.usda.gov/or/or.htm
           USDA - http://www.usda.gov

FSA - http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/default.asp
NRCS - http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
FCIC - http://www.act.fcic.usda.gov/ 

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 
or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  

Marion County FSA Committee: 
Lori Pavlicek, Chairperson 
John Beitel, Vice-Chairperson  
Gary Butler, Regular Member 
Kirk Metteer – CED  (kirk.metteer@or.usda.gov) 
REGULAR MEETING DATE – 2nd Thursday of the Month            
 

Marion County FSA Office 
650 Hawthorne Avenue SE, Suite 130 
Salem, Oregon  97301-5894 
Phone: (503)399-5741 
FAX     (503)399-5799 
 

Dates to Note: 
March 12, 2009 –  County Committee Meeting 
March 16, 2009 -  Adjusted Gross Revenue-Lite (AGR-Lite) Spring Crop Signup Deadline 
June 1, 2009 -  DCP Signup Deadline 
 

Lori Pavlicek  Re-Elected to Committee 
Congratulations to Lori Pavlicek who was re-elected to the Marion County FSA Committee in the recent 
Committee election.  Lori began her third 3-year term on January 1st, 2009 and will represent the agricultural 
producers from District 1, which is the area North of Highway 213 in Marion County.  The other Committee 
members are John Beitel representing District 2, the central portion of the county, between Highways 22 and 213; 
and Gary Butler from District 3, representing the southern part of the county, south of Hwy 22. 
We would like to thank all agricultural producers who voted in this election.  The County Committee meets on the 
second Thursday of most months in the Salem USDA Service Center, at 8:30 in the morning.  All Regular County 
Committee meetings are open to the public.  Also, we all owe a big thank you to the nominees who run in our 
elections, for their interest and willingness to help administer USDA farm programs in Marion County. 
 

2008 Farm Bill Changes 
Payment Limitations and Direct Attribution – Program payments are limited by “direct attribution” of payment 
totals to the actual person level.  For example, if an entity (such as a corporation) operates a farm that earns a 
payment, the amount of payment ultimately paid will be determined by whether the actual people who make up the 
corporation contribute to the farming operation and are “actively engaged in farming”. 
Actively Engaged in Farming – To be “actively engaged in farming” for FSA program purposes, each individual 
or entity must make significant contributions to the farming operation of: 1) capital, equipment, land or a 
combination; and 2) personal labor or active personal management, or a combination.  This applies to all members 
of the entity. 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Restrictions - To qualify for commodity and disaster programs under the new 
farm bill, applicants now must adhere to new AGI restrictions.  The AGI limitation ceiling was reduced from $2.5 
million from all sources to a three-year average non-farm AGI of $500,000.  Also, under the new regulations, an 
individual or entity must have a 3 year average AGI of less than or equal to $750,000 per year from farming 
income in order to qualify for direct payments issued under the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP). 
For conservation programs, the average non-farm AGI limitation is $1 million or less for eligibility.  However, an 
individual or entity who has non-farm AGI in excess of $1 million remains eligible for conservation programs only 
if 66.66 percent or more of the total AGI is derived from farming, ranching and forestry operations.  In addition, 
the AGI limitation for conservation programs may be waived on a case-by-case basis if it is determined that 
environmentally sensitive land of special significance would be protected. 
 

Certify Your Crop Acreage 
You may certify your crop acreage once you have all crops intended for 2009 harvest planted on your farm(s).  It 
has been important, historically, to certify acreage to qualify for program participation.   



 
DCP Signup Underway 

Signup has started for the 2009 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment (DCP) Program for farms with base acres.  
Since we must complete new Payment Limitation forms for 2009, you will get more forms than normal in the 
packets that Debbie sends out.  Please plan to discuss what needs to be entered on the new forms with Debbie (ext. 
111) or Rae (ext. 129) via telephone or in person by making an appointment. 
Signup will continue until June 1, 2009 and we will not accept any late-filed application after that date.  This means 
that all signatures must be obtained by June 1st. 
An electronic application is also available for DCP (or eDCP) for those who wish to register and explore this 
option.  Contact your local FSA office for more information and to establish the required eauthentication Level 2 
account. 
FSA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment yields established for each farm.  Eligible 
producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of market prices.  For 2009, you may 
request to receive advanced direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment for each commodity 
associated with the farm. 
Producers who are eligible for the DCP Program will also be eligible to enroll in the Average Crop Revenue 
Election (ACRE) Program.  The decision to participate can be made by June 1st of any year 2009-2012.  Once the 
decision has been made to participate in ACRE, it is irrevocable.  By enrolling a farm in ACRE, that farm is no 
longer eligible for counter-cyclical payments, a 20% reduction in direct payments will apply and a 30% reduction in 
marketing assistance loan rates will apply.  Payments are based on crops planted on the farm, not base acres, but the 
planted acres on which payment is calculated cannot exceed the total base acres on the farm.  If enrolled in ACRE, 
five years of production data must be provided to establish a crop history and annual submission of production 
records are required. 
Farms enrolled in ACRE may receive two types of payments: direct payments and ACRE payments.  For an ACRE 
payment to be made, two triggers must be met:  1. The State ACRE Guarantee must exceed the Actual State 
Revenue, and  2. The Farm ACRE Benchmark Revenue must exceed Actual Farm Revenue.  If these two triggers 
are met, the ACRE payment is calculated. 
 

Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) 
Producers who have paid for NAP coverage and suffer a weather related crop loss must notify our office within 15 
days of the date of the weather event or the date they become aware of the crop damage.  It is important to 
remember that a timely filed acreage report must be on file to receive NAP benefits.  An inspection must be 
performed on any acreage for which the intended use has been changed or for any acreage that will not be taken to 
harvest prior to destroying or abandoning the crop acreage. 
Contact Lynda McElhiney at (503) 399-5741 extension 100, if you have any questions regarding NAP.  
 

Power of Attorney 
For those who find it difficult to visit the county office personally because of work schedules, distance, health, etc., 
FSA has a power of attorney form available that enables you to designate another person to conduct your business 
at the office.  If you are interested, please contact our office or any Farm Service Agency office near you for more 
information.   

Spousal Signatures 
Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation 
programs in which either has an interest.  This option is automatically available unless a written request for 
exclusion is made to the county office staff by either person.  Exception: Spouses may not sign on behalf of each 
other for a husband/wife joint venture with an entity tax ID number, or for a sole proprietorship with a permanent 
tax ID number. 
 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 

Participants are reminded that as part of your agreement to participate in CREP or CRP, you are required to control 
the growth of noxious weeds on CREP or CRP acres.  The conservation plan for your CREP or CRP acres outlines 
specific instructions on the control of weeds.  If weed control is needed during the primary nesting period of March 
1 through July 15, please consult with the FSA office prior to performing maintenance activity during this period to 
avoid violating contract provisions regarding disturbance of nesting wildlife. 
 



Foreign Investors 
Foreign investors who acquire, transfer, or hold interest in agricultural land must report these holdings to the 
Secretary of Agriculture within 90 days.  This can be done by completing form FSA-153, available at any FSA 
office.  The report is required by law and persons who fail to report, or who are late reporting, face possible fines. 
 

Appeal Process 
After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for USDA services or application, you will be sent a letter 
informing you of the decision and options you can pursue if you disagree. 
Generally, program participants have three choices – an informal review with the original agency decision-maker, 
an opportunity for mediation, and finally, an appeal to the next level of authority within the agency. 
 

Civil Rights Complaint Process 
Any person, class or group of persons may file a discrimination complaint within 180 days of an alleged 
discriminatory action.  Complaints may be filed in writing or orally with the agency head, any designated agency 
official or the United States Secretary of Agriculture. 
 

Customer Information Available Online 
With a new year comes the time to gather financial records and file taxes.  Producers who have signed up for a 
USDA eAuthorization Level 2 account will be able to access their farm data via their Customer Statement. 
The Customer Statement puts a range of USDA services and programs into a single report that’s available online, 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.  It allows USDA customers to view their participation, application and 
payment status in various commodity and conservation programs; information on farm loans; and conservation 
plan and land unit information. 
 

Farm Loans Targeting Socially Disadvantaged Groups 
FSA offers farm loan programs that are designed to help socially disadvantaged farmers purchase and operate 
family farms.  FSA reserves a portion of its loan funds each year to assist in this goal.  For purposes of this 
program, the groups are women, African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asians 
and Pacific Islanders. 
Direct loans are made to applicants by FSA and include both farm operating and farm ownership loans. 
Guaranteed loans are also made for these purposes, and may be made by any lending institution subject to Federal 
or State supervision and guaranteed by FSA. 
Call (503) 399-5741 for more information or to make an appointment to see a loan officer: 
Sharilyn Millette – Ext. #115, or Kathey Naegeli – Ext. #113 
 

Youth Project Loans 
Youths, ages 10 to 20 years, who are citizens or permanent residents of the United States involved in 4-H, FFA or 
similar organizations and who reside in towns with a population of less than 50,000 may be eligible for project 
loans.  These loans are to be used to establish and operate moderate income-producing, agriculture-related 
educational projects.  Each project must be part of an organized and supervised program of work.  Loan funds 
cannot be used for real estate improvements, refinancing debts, or financing a personal vehicle.  The project must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and 
provide the youth practical business and education experience.  The maximum loan amount is $5,000 and those 
funds may be used to buy livestock, equipment and supplies; buy, rent or repair needed tools and equipment; 
and/or operating expenses for running the project.  Call (503) 399-5741 for more information or to make an 
appointment to see a loan officer:      Sharilyn Millette – Ext. #115, or Kathey Naegeli – Ext. #113 
 

Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC) Program 
The 2008 Farm Bill reauthorizes the MILC Program through September 30, 2012, with some program changes 
such as, the payment rate and per-operation poundage limits are modified, and a “feed cost adjuster” has been 
introduced.  Also new, are some provision changes for payment eligibility and Adjusted Gross Income (AGI). 
 

National Agriculture Statistics Service (NASS) 
If a NASS employee contacts you requesting cash rental rate information about your farm(s), please cooperate with 
them.  The information they collect is helpful in many ways.  Individual data is kept confidential. 
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December 2008 Ice and Snow Storm Disaster Assistance Available 
Any farm operation that suffered damage to hoop-style greenhouses may apply for cost-share assistance for 
cleaning up and disposal of the debris from the damaged greenhouse(s), and for repair or replacement of damaged 
permanent irrigation systems within the damaged hoop-style greenhouses.   Signup deadline – March 9, 2009.  
Also, emergency loans may be available if you have qualifying disaster losses.  Contact the FSA office for more 
details. 

Farm Changes 
Now is the time to update our office on changes you have made in your farming enterprise for the 2009 crop year.  
If you are farming different property than you farmed in 2008, please notify our office as soon as possible so your 
farm records will be correct for the upcoming year.  If you have changed your operation to an entity or changed 
entity type, entity members, or member percentages please notify the FSA office of these corrections along with 
new tax ID numbers.  If you have new written leases with your landlords, we will need copies of them. 
For any farm ownership changes you will need to provide a recorded deed or recorded land contract.  Remember, 
failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all land you have an interest in can lead to possible program 
ineligibility and fines if you are participating in farm programs. 
 
 
 
 

Bank Account Changes 
Each year our office has payments that can’t be issued to producers because their bank accounts have been 
changed or closed.  Be sure to update your direct deposit information on file with our office if you change bank 
accounts.   

FSA Signature Requirements 
Proper signatures on FSA contracts, applications and forms must be submitted before the document will be 
considered as filed.  All entities, including trusts, corporations, partnerships, estates, etc. must provide evidence of 
signature authority stipulating those individuals who are authorized to represent the entity. 
Examples of acceptable evidence include trust agreements, corporate charters or resolutions, partnership 
agreements and court orders of appointment.  Spouses can sign for one another on most program documents unless 
written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office.  An FSA-211, Power of 
Attorney, may be filed to delegate signature authority for FSA program purposes to another individual. 
When signing for an entity, the person with signing authority should always sign “by” or “for” indicating their 
authority to sign.  Such as: ABC Farm Inc, by John Doe, Secretary 
    Jim Smith, partner for XYZ PTN 

Jane Doe, by John Doe, Spouse 
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