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USDA Designates Maui and Kalawao Coun-
ties Drought Disaster Area  
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture designated 
Maui and Kalawao Counties as primary natural 
disaster areas due to losses caused by ongoing 
extended drought conditions.  The designation 
made on July 19, 2010, makes qualified farm 
operators in the designated area eligible for low 
interest Emergency Loans, provided eligibility 
requirements are met.  Farmers have eight 
months from the date of the declaration to apply 
for loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  
FSA will consider each loan application on its 
own merits, taking into account the extent of 
losses, security available and repayment ability.  
USDA has also made other programs available 
to assist farmers such as the Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), Livestock 
Forage Program (LFP), Tree Assistance Pro-
gram (TAP), and the Supplemental Revenue 
Enhancement Program (SURE) .  Interested 
farmers may contact their local FSA office for 
more information on eligibility requirements 
and application procedures for these and other 
programs.  Additional information on Emer-
gency Loans is also available online at:  http://
w w w . f s a . u s d a . g o v / F S A / w e b a p p ?
area=home&subject=fmlp&topic=efl .  
 

County Committee Election  

The annual election for the Farm Service 
Agency County Committee is coming up and 
the candidate nomination period is closed.   
 
Lynn P. DeCoite was nominated and will be on 
the ballot.  Lynn is a sweet potato farmer and 
livestock operator from Kualapu’u.   
 
This year, Local Administrative Area (LAA) 3 
will be electing a representative to the Commit-
tee. LAA 3 consists of all ranches and farms 
located on the islands of Molokai and Lanai.   

If your farm is located in this area you may be 
an eligible voter.  Contact the Maui County 
FSA Office if you would like to confirm your 
voting eligibility, or be added to the eligible 
voter list.    
 
Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters by 
November 5.  Ballots must be returned or post 
marked to the Maui County FSA Office by 
December 6.  Ballots will be counted by De-
cember 13.  Please follow the voting instruc-
tions carefully.  Only signed ballots will be 
counted. 
 
The FSA County Committee is an important 
link between national USDA programs and 
local farmers.  As part of the Committee, mem-
bers will make important decisions on the 
needs of local farm programs.  All farm own-
ers, operators, tenants and sharecroppers of 
legal voting age are eligible to vote in the elec-
tions.  
 
Elections are open to all eligible candidates 
and voters without regard to race, color, relig-
ion, national origin, age, sex, marital status or 
disability.   
 
FSA is committed to diversity on County Com-
mittees and encourages the participation of 
minority, female and other under-represented 
and under-served producers. To find out more 
about the FSA County Committee contact the 
Maui County FSA office or visit our website 
at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments 
(SURE) Program  
 
The last day to apply for 2008 SURE benefits 
is September 30, 2010.  There are no provi-
sions for late-file applications.   
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communica-
tion of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer. 

Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment Program  
 
Farmers and ranchers outside the 48 contiguous United States 
that experience high transportation costs will soon see relief 
through funding authorized through the Food, Conservation and 
Energy Act of 2008 (Farm Bill).  
 
The Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment (RTCP) pro-
gram for geographically disadvantaged farmers and ranchers 
assists farmers and ranchers in Alaska, Hawaii, and other areas 
including Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, Northern 
Mariana Islands, U.S. Virgin Islands, Federated States of Micro-
nesia, Republic of the Marshall Islands and Republic of Palau 
who paid to transport either an agricultural commodity or an in-
put used to produce an agricultural commodity.  
 
The payments through the FSA are intended to offset a portion of 
the costs of transporting agricultural inputs and products.  
 
RTCP will provide $2.6 million in funding to eligible producers 
for fiscal year 2010.  The payment limitation is $8,000.  Since 
spending authority is limited to $2.6 million, RTCP payments 

may be prorated by a national factor based on the total of eligible 
applications for payment that are received.   
 
Signup for RTCP will begin on August 2, and end on September 
10, 2010. Applicants will have until November 1, 2010, to pro-
vide supporting documentation for fiscal year 2010.  For more 
information visit our web site at www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  
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