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Conservation Reserve Enhancement Pro-
gram (CREP) 
 
The Hawaii Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (Hawaii CREP) is a federal-state natu-
ral resources conservation program that ad-
dresses state and nationally significant agricul-
tural related environmental concerns. The Ha-
waii CREP works to meet state environmental 
objectives and to protect environmentally sensi-
tive land in Hawaii. Through Hawaii CREP, 
program participants receive financial incentives 
from the Farm Service Agency and the State of 
Hawaii to voluntarily enroll in the CREP. Par-
ticipants remove cropland and marginal pasture-
land from agricultural production and convert 
the land to native trees, grasses, and other vege-
tation through implementation of conservation 
practices.  
 
The Hawaii CREP is a partnership between 
USDA and the State of Hawaii. The program 
seeks to enroll 15,000 acres of eligible marginal 
pastureland (MPL) and/or cropland. The pro-
gram will restore riparian forest buffers, wetland 
buffers, and other native forest restoration areas 
by planting native vegetation and controlling 
invasive species. The primary goals of Hawaii 
CREP is to enhance wildlife habitat and control 
invasive species, as well as improve water qual-
ity and quantity, increase groundwater recharge, 
improve near shore coral reef health and diver-
sity by filtering agricultural runoff and increas-
ing water condensation in critical groundwater 
recharge zones.  
 
Land enrolled in the program will remain under 
contract for a minimum of 14 years, but no more 
than 15 years, as specified in the contract.  
 
Land Eligibility 
 
To be eligible for placement in CRP and Hawaii 
CREP, land must be: 
 For cropland, land that was planted or con-

sidered planted to an agricultural commod-
ity 4 of the 6 crop years from 1996 to 2001 
and  be physically and legally capable of 
being planted in a normal manner to an 
agricultural commodity 

 
 For marginal pastureland, land that is suit-

able for use as a riparian buffer along eligi-
ble streams and wetlands. Eligible buffers 
widths may extend up to 1,320 feet if deter-
mined needed and feasible by USDA.  

Approved Conservation Practices 
 
 CP3A - Hardwood Tree Planting 

(Cropland) 
 CP22 - Riparian Buffer (Cropland and Mar-

ginal Pastureland)  
 CP23 - Wetland Restoration, Floodplains 

(Cropland) 
 CP23A - Wetland Restoration, Non-

Floodplains (Cropland) 
 CP25 - Rare and Declining Habitat 

(Cropland) 
 CP29 - Marginal Pastureland Wildlife 

Habitat Buffer (Marginal Pastureland) 
 CP30 - Marginal Pastureland Wetland 

Buffer (Marginal Pastureland) 
 
Payments  
 
Hawaii CREP participants will be eligible for 
the following types of FSA payments (subject to 
contract terms and certain limitations):  
 
1. Annual Rental Payments: In return for 

establishing long-term, resource-conserving 
covers, FSA provides annual rental pay-
ments. The Annual rental rate is calculated 
as follows: 

 A Soil Rental Rate (SRR) for all en-
rolled eligible cropland based on the 
weighted local average soil rental rate 
of the three predominant soils offered.  
Estimated SRRs are $140 to $225 per 
acre, per year. 

 A Marginal Pastureland Rental Rate of 
$43 to $72 per acre, per year.  

 
2. Maintenance Payment:  
3. Cost-share Assistance: FSA provides cost-

share payments to all participants who es-
tablish an approved conservation practice 
on eligible land. Cost-share payments are 
for up to 50 percent of eligible reimbursable 
costs for all approved and established 
CREP conservation practices. Some of the 
eligible practice components for CREP are: 
tree planting, brush management, pest man-
agement, exclusionary fencing, fire break, 
and alternative livestock watering facilities. 

4. Practice Incentive Payment (PIP): A one-
time additional payment equal to 40 percent 
of the eligible installation and reimbursable 
costs for eligible participants who enroll in  
eligible practices.  

5. Signing Incentive Payment (SIP): A one-
time additional payment for up to $100 per 
acre for eligible practices and participants.  

6. Mid-contract Management Payment:  
Payment is available 3 times for up to a 
total of $450.00 per acre over the life of the 
CREP contract.  
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 Maui County FSA Office 
77 Ho`okele St. Ste. 201 
Kahului, Hawaii 96732 
Phone:808-871-5500 Ext. 
353 
Toll Free 1-866-465-0519 
Fax: 808-873-6183 
 
Office Hours 
Monday through Friday  
7:30 am – 4:00 pm 
 
County Committee 
Colleen T. Lopes,  
Chairperson 
Lynn P. DeCoite, Vice Chair-
person 
Bryan Otani, Member 
 
Staff 
James Robello,  
County Executive Director 
 
Vance Christensen,  
Farm Loan Specialist  
 
Rochelle Kaauamo,  
Program Technician  
 
Faith Umetsu,  
Loan Analyst  
 

We’re on the Web! 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public as-
sistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for com-
munication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance, 1400 Inde-
pendence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.  

Buy-In Waiver Extension for Disaster Assistance Programs 
 
Producers who did not obtain crop insurance or Non-insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for 2008 can 
pay a buy-in fee through May 18, 2009, to become eligible for 
2008 disaster assistance programs authorized by the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008.  
 
Producers who have not already taken the necessary steps to be-
come eligible for the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program 
(SURE), Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and 
Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP), and the Tree Assistance Program 
(TAP) are required to complete the following steps by May 18, 
2009: 

 Pay a $100 “buy-in” fee per crop.  The maximum fee is 
$300 per county, per producer, not to exceed $900 for 
multi-county producers. 

 In the case of each insurable crop, excluding grazing 
land, agree to obtain a policy or plan of insurance for the 
next insurance year for which crop insurance is avail-
able; coverage level should equal 70 percent or more of 
the yield at 100 percent of the price. 

 In the case of each noninsurable crop, agree to file the 
required paperwork and pay the applicable administra-
tive NAP coverage fee by the applicable state application 
closing date for the next available year. 

 
Producers who choose to “buy in” under this provision will be 
considered, for insured crops, to have obtained a policy or plan 
of insurance for the 2008 crop year at a level of coverage not to 
exceed 70 percent of the yield at 100 percent of the price.  For 
noninsurable crops, producers will be considered to have a level 
of coverage equal to 70 percent of the yield.  These levels of cov-
erage will be used to calculate the 2008 SURE guarantee. 

Producers who meet the definition of "Socially Disadvantaged, 
Limited Resource," or "Beginning Farmer or Rancher," are not 
required to pay the buy-in fee. 
 
Signup for Hawaii CREP begins April 1.  Contact FSA for more 
information.   
 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Farm Service Agency  
77 Ho`okele St., Ste. 201  
Kahului, Hawaii 96732  
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