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County Committee Election Results
Congratulations to Martha Crete and Eric Tenney.  Martha was re-elected to represent farmers from LAA 2, which includes the towns of: Andover, Boscawen, Bradford, Danbury, Franklin, Henniker, Hill, Hopkinton, Newbury, New London, Sutton, Warner, Webster, and Wilmont.  Eric was re-elected to represent farmers from LAA 4, which includes the towns of:  Antrim, Bedford, Bennington, Deering, Francestown, Goffstown, Greenfield, Hancock, Hillsborough, Lyndeborough, Manchester, Mont Vernon, New Boston, Peterborough, Weare, and Windsor.
The election results for the county committee are:

LAA 1

Charles Price, Chair









LAA 2

Martha C. Crete, Vice-Chair









LAA 3 

Keith Bachelder, Regular Member

 







LAA 4

Eric Tenney, Regular Member








LAA 5

William Hall Jr., Regular Member

Thank you for taking the time to vote in this election.  The County Committee system works only because of your participation.
Acreage Reporting

Acreage reporting time will soon be here. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs.  Reports are due no later than July 15.   Please report your acreage as soon as you know where and what you are planting this year.  All hay producers can report anytime (now!).  

2010 DCP Signup 
Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) will continue through June 1, 2010. 

USDA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment yields established for each farm. Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of market prices. For 2010, eligible producers may request advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment.    Please call the office to arrange a time to sign your contracts.
The ACRE Program

The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) is a program authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill that began in crop year 2009. ACRE offers producers an alternative to Direct and Counter-cyclical (DCP) payments. The ACRE alternative provides eligible producers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on the 5-year state Olympic average yield and the 2-year national average price.   A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer to the program through the 2012 crop year.  For more details contact this office.

Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Record
Production records for individual crops need to be filed with our office to establish an approved NAP yield.  If this is the first year you participated in NAP, you can provide production and acreage information from prior years to establish your yield.  If you participated in NAP in previous years, you must report your production and acreage on a yearly basis to keep your yield up-to-date.  Records submitted must be reliable or verifiable.  Records need to show crop disposition.  We recommend producers submit production records as soon as harvest is complete.  All production records for your 2009 crop must be submitted by July 15, 2010.  

NAP Loss Filing
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any NAP producer with an interest in the crop.  For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.   If you see a problem with a crop, please call this office to report a notice of loss.
Cold Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Storage Facility Loan program has been amended to allow producers to build cold storage facilities to store their fresh fruits and vegetables. To be eligible, cold storage facilities must have a useful life of 15 years and include: 
· New structures suitable for a cold storage facility; 

· New walk-in prefabricated permanently installed coolers suitable for storing fresh fruits and vegetables; 

· New permanently affixed cooling, circulating and monitoring equipment; 

· Electrical equipment integral to the proper operation of a cold storage facility; and must be 

· An addition or modification to an existing storage facility. 

USDA will not make cold storage facility loans for portable structures, portable handling and cooling equipment, used, or pre-owned structures or cooling equipment or structures deemed unsuitable.   The maximum loan amount for a Farm Storage Facility loan is $500,000 per loan, which requires a down payment of at least 15 percent. Applications must be approved before construction can begin. Loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the amount of the loan. 
For more information on this program or other FSA farm programs please contact your local FSA county office or http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

SURE

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) provides benefits for farm revenue losses due to natural disasters that incurred in the crop years 2008 through September 30, 2011. To be eligible for SURE payments, a producer is required to obtain crop insurance on all crops in all counties or, if crop insurance is not available, to participate in the Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) except for grazed acreage.  However, crop insurance or NAP coverage is no longer required for crops that are not of economic significance or those where the administrative fee required to buy NAP coverage exceeds 10% of the value of the coverage.
Eligible farmers who meet the definition of Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, or Beginning Farmer are exempt from the risk management purchase requirement.  

The following are the conditions that trigger SURE payments:  

• at least one crop of economic significance must suffer a 10% production loss due to an eligible disaster condition

• crop of economic significance is a crop that has contributed or would have contributed at least 5% of the total expected revenue from all crops on the farm

• producers in counties declared disaster counties by the Secretary of Agriculture, or in contiguous counties, or those who show proof of an individual loss of at least 50% are eligible to receive SURE payments for crop producer or crop quality losses.  Losses are measured with consideration to the whole-farm revenue, which includes crop insurance indemnities and commodity program payments, so that producers are not paid more than once for the same loss. 

A SURE calculator is available at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/sure_calculator_2008.xls.  The calculator is not official, but is intended for educational use.  A fact sheet and backgrounder are also available online. 
Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers loans for farmers to purchase farmland and finance agricultural operations. FSA loan programs are designed to help producers who are temporarily unable to obtain private or commercial credit. In many cases, applicants are beginning farmers who have insufficient net worth to qualify for financing through a commercial lender. In other instances, borrowers might have suffered setbacks from natural disasters or might be persons with limited resources.    For details just contact the county office for an appointment with a farm loan officer.

Foreign Buyers Notification
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA. 

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing.  Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property.  County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.  Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug producing plants.

Special Accommodations 

Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by phone.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office personally because of work schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney form available that enables you to designate another person to conduct your business at the office. If you are interested, please contact our office or any Farm Service Agency office near you for more information. 

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into your bank account. In order for timely payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office if your account has been changed or if another financial institution purchases your bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to your account and routing numbers.

Appeal Process

After the county committee makes a decision on your request for USDA services or application, you will be sent a letter informing you of their decision. If you disagree with their decision, there are options your can pursue if you disagree.   Generally, program participants have three choices — an informal review with the original agency decision-maker (county committee), an opportunity for mediation and finally an appeal to the next level of authority within the agency.

FSA Signature Policy
Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation programs in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available unless a written request for exclusion is made to the county office staff by either spouse.  There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may not sign on behalf of each other for partnerships, joint ventures, corporations or other similar entities.   Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility Loan documents. For more clarification on spousal signature authority, feel free to contact your local FSA office.

Adjusted Gross Income
USDA has a Memorandum of Understanding with the Internal Revenue Service to establish an electronic information exchange process for verifying compliance with the adjusted gross income (AGI) provisions for farm programs.  Written consent will be required from each producer or payment recipient for the tax review process.  No actual tax data will be included in the report that IRS sends to USDA.  
The agreement ensures that payments are not issued to producers whose AGI exceeds certain limits.  The limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill are $500,000 nonfarm average AGI for commodity and disaster programs; $750,000 farm average AGI for direct payments; and $1 million nonfarm average AGI for conservation programs. 

Participants in most of our programs will be subject to average AGI rules and must submit form CCC-927 (Individual) and/or CCC-928 (Legal Entity) to the Internal Revenue Service by June 15 to avoid interruption of program benefits.  These forms may be obtained from local FSA and NRCS offices or online at: http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet.
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) – Continuous Sign-up

CRP is a voluntary program available to agricultural landowners.  The program offers annual rental payments, based on the agricultural rental value of the land, to establish long-term, resource conserving covers on eligible farmland.  It also provides cost-share assistance for establishing approved practices.  Participants enroll in CRP contracts for 10 to 15 years.  Certain eligibility requirements of land and producer must be met before a contract could be approved.

Please call this office if you are interested in more information.  Information is also available on our website:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ then click on “Conservation Programs” and then “Conservation Reserve Program”.




The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET CENTER at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  

Merrimack-Belknap-Hillsborough                                   
 County Committee Members                                          Farm Program Staff

     County FSA Office



Charles Price, Chairman


Kathleen Dole, CED

10 Ferry Street, Suite 212



Martha Crete, Vice-Chairman
                

Susan Sargent, PT
Concord, NH 03301-5081



Keith Bachelder, Member


Melinda Marston, PT





               
                  William Hall, Jr.  Member


Farm Loan Staff








Eric Tenney, Member



Sherrill Harris, FLM
(603) 223-6003 (voice)/(603) 223-6030 (fax)






Rebecca Davis,  FLO

Office hours:  8 a.m.  – 4:30 p.m. 


www.fsa.usda.gov



Lorna Wakefield,. FLO

Monday – Friday (except Holidays)







William Wilson, FLO












Sandra Carter, PT

County Committee meetings are held the third Wednesday of each month, as needed, beginning at 10 a.m. November – March and 7 p.m. April – October.  Meetings are held in the USDA Conference Room, The Concord Center, 10 Ferry Street, Concord, NH
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