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County Committee Elections
Nominations for candidates to run for the Farm Service Agency county committee election representing producers in a Local Administrative Area # 3 and # 5 (shown in chart below) will be accepted thru August 2, 2010. 
	County Committee Elections
2010

2010



	County
	LAA
	Townships

	Merrimack
	   3
	Allenstown, Bow, Canterbury, Chichester, Concord, Dunbarton, Epsom, Hooksett, Loudon, Northfield, Pembroke, and Pittsfield.

	Hillsborough
	   5
	Amherst, Brookline, Hollis, Hudson, Greenville, Litchfield, Mason, Merrimack, Milford, Nashua, New Ipswich, Pelham, Sharon, Temple, and Wilton.


Producers who are residents in the LAA holding the election and who participate or cooperate in an FSA program and are of legal voting age may be nominated to serve on the county committee.   Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Also, organizations representing socially disadvantaged minorities and women farmers may also nominate themselves or others as candidates.  You can nominate as many candidates as you wish.  To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being nominated, indicating agreement to serve if elected, and returned to the FSA county office by the close of business on August 2nd or postmarked by midnight August 2, 2010. A nomination form, FSA-669A, is included in this newsletter. Additional forms and details may be picked up at your local USDA Service Center, FSA county office or downloaded from:

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf
Crop Reporting
The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA office can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage reporting, or crop certification.  Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service Agency programs. All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans and Loan Deficiency Payments.
The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted. The producer certification deadline is JULY 15, 2010.
CRP & NAP Certification

Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be reported to receive annual rental payments. And, crop acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) must also be reported. 
Prevented Planting:

Prevented planting is to be reported no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date.
Failed Acreage:

Reports of failed acreage must be filed before disposition of the crop, and producers must be able to establish to the satisfaction of the county committee that the crop failed and was prevented from being replanted through the normal planting period because of natural disaster conditions.
NAP Loss Filing

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any NAP producer with an interest in the crop.  For losses on crops covered by NAP, you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.   If you see a problem with a crop, please call this office to report a notice of loss.
After thirty years of government work with Farm Service Agency I decided to retire on July 2nd.   For the past twenty-one years I have worked in the Merrimack County office, changed to Merrimack-Belknap, and now to Merrimack-Belknap-Hillsborough.  Through all the changes, you all were a wonderful group of individuals to work with.  I wish you the best and hope to see you now and again.










Kathy Dole

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET CENTER at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
Merrimack-Belknap-Hillsborough                                       County Committee Members                                                     Farm Program Staff:
     County FSA Office



    Charles Price, Chair


                  Vacant, CED
10 Ferry Street, Suite/Box 212


Martha Crete, Vice-Chair

                                 Susan Sargent, PT
Concord, NH 03301-5081



Keith Bachelder, Member

                             Melinda Martston, PT

  





                                   William Hall Jr., Member


www.fsa.usda.gov/




  Eric Tenney, Member


            Farm Loan Staff:









          Sherrill Harris, FLM

(603) 223-6003 (voice)/(603) 223-6030 (fax)






        Lorna Wakefield, FLO

Office hours:  8 a.m.  – 4:30 p.m. 







          Rebecca Davis. FLO
Monday – Friday (except Holidays)







         William Wilson, FLO












           Sandra Carter, PT

County Committee Meetings are held the 3d Wednesday of each month, as needed, beginning at 10am November-March and 7pm April-October.                                 

Meetings are held at the USDA Conference Room, The Concord Center, 10 Ferry Street, Concord, NH
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