
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

County Committee 
Mike Hopkins – Chairperson 
John Orr – V. Chairperson 

Gerald Mondrella – Member 
Beth Storey – Advisor 

County Office Staff 
Sherry Adams 
Towna Aris 

 

Farm Loan Manager 
Rick Dean  

County Executive Director 
Travis Murray 

Office Hours:  8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Monday – Friday  

Closed All Federal Holidays February 2007 
Field Reporter 

Don Foos 

 
FINAL DEADLINES and DATES to REMEMBER 

 
*February 19, 2007 Office Closed – Presidents Day 
*June 1, 2007  Direct and Counter Cyclical Program (DCP) Contract Deadline  
 

County Committee Election Results 
 
Congratulations to Gerald Mondrella! Gerald was elected to represent producers from Green, Grant, Chippewa, Fork, 
and Colfax Townships on the Mecosta County Committee. He was elected to his 1st term. The election results for Local 
Administrative Area #1 were:  
    
Gerald Mondrella — Elected to the County Committee (COC) Pete Peterson — 1st alternate to COC 
Gary Todd — 2nd alternate to COC 
 
Others receiving votes were: David Hahn, Emily Webster, John Woods, and Don Foos  
Thank you to all of you who voted and to all who received votes. 
 

Thank you Jim!! 
 
For 37 years, Jim Carmichael has served Mecosta County through his involvement with the Farm Service 
Agency. Twenty four of those years, Jim served as a County Committee Member representing the farmers of 
Grant, Green, Chippewa, Fork, and Colfax townships. The Farm Service Agency is the only agency within the 
federal government which uses locally elected officials, who are responsible for administering commodity and 
conservation programs approved for the county. As a County Committee Member, Jim has helped to set local 
FSA policies and goals, review fiscal plans, and conduct hearings and inquiries. His work has helped both the 
producers and the public of Mecosta County to use and understand FSA programs. From 1973 to 1997 Jim 
also served on the Mecosta County Conservation District Board. As Jim steps down, he will continue to run 
the family farm with his wife Judy in Chippewa Township. When asked what the biggest change he has seen 
since he started serving the agency 37 years ago Jim stated, “The increase in the size of the farms and the loss 
of small dairies from the county”. On behalf of the FSA and Mecosta County Farmers, thank you Jim for all 
you have done for Mecosta County. 
 

2007 Direct and Counter Cyclical Program (DCP) Sign Up  
 
It is time to sign a new DCP contract for 2007. Signing up is something that must be done every year. We 
encourage you to come in and sign up. Sign up deadline is June 1, 2007. Please do not wait till the last minute. 
After the signup deadline for DCP contracts, a late fee of $100 per FSA farm will be charged. 
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CONSERVATION SECURITY PROGRAM (CSP) 
 
Information will be coming your way regarding CSP that will be available to Mecosta County farmers in the 
future. It is now time to become aware and prepare ourselves for the financial benefits this program will offer.  
This program:  
 
Is A Voluntary Program 
Reward Those Practicing Conservation and Environmental Management  
Supports Ongoing Land Stewardship 
and Provides Payments for Maintaining and Enhancing Natural Resources 
 
Conservation records will be needed as part of the eligibility. Plan ahead by reviewing where you are at with 
your records and land stewardship. Watch the mail, papers, and farm magazines that address this program.  
Additional information is available at the Mecosta County Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
office (231) 796-2659 ext. 3 or on the web at www.mi.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ 
 

CALL AHEAD 
 

Please call ahead before coming to our office so that you can save yourself some time. The FSA, nationwide, 
is experiencing an inability to access the web in order to process contracts for programs such as DCP. Because 
of this, our office has been limited to the times of day that we can access these contracts. We also are tediously 
going through each file to do a new national checklist requirement. Please make an appointment before you 
come in. 
 

 
PLEASE HELP US HELP YOU!!! 

 
Have you bought, sold, picked up or dropped rented land from your operation, or moved land into another’s 
entity’s name (such a trust, corporation, etc…). If you have made these types of changes, it is your 
responsibility to make our office aware that these changes have been made. Please notify us if you have any 
questions or concerns.  Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all land you have an interest in can 
lead to possible program ineligibility and penalties. Making the record changes now will save you time in the 
spring. Update signature authorization when changes in the operation occur. Producers are reminded to 
contact the office of a change in operations on a farm so that records can be kept current and accurate. 
NOW is the time to notify our office of these changes. 

 
INSURANCE REMINDER 

 
If you are required to carry crop insurance because of a payment you have received in the past, make sure you 
acquire it before the closing date.  This will help you to avoid repayment of the payment. 
 

                     



 
 

Emergency Farm Loans Available 
 
Mecosta County producers who suffered significant damage due to the following events; 1) losses caused by 
storms containing excessive rain, flooding, hail and high winds from April 26, 2006 and continuing 2) losses 
due to freeze or frost damage that occurred from April 26, 2006 through October 15, 2006, may be eligible for 
low-interest emergency loans from the Farm Service Agency if they are unable to get financing from any other 
source. These loans carry an interest rate of 3.75 percent. For Production Losses, eligible farmers can also 
use emergency loan funds to recover a portion of losses on growing crops that were destroyed. For Physical 
Losses, eligible farmers can use emergency loan funds to repair or rebuild essential farm buildings, clean 
debris or prepare land for replanting, and to replace livestock, supplies and harvested crops on hand or in 
storage that were lost. Loan applications will be accepted at our office through the following dates; 
 
Application Deadline for losses due to losses caused by storms containing excessive rain, flooding, hail and 
high winds:  July 16, 2007 
Application Deadline for losses due to freeze and frost:  July 9, 2007 
  
Please contact Farm Loan Manager Rick Dean for more information. 
 

Rural Youth Loans 
 
The FSA makes operating loans to individual rural youths age 10 through 20 to establish and operate income 
producing projects. These projects must be of modest size and be initiated, developed, carried out by rural 
youths participating in 4-H Clubs, FFA, or a similar organization or with a vocational teacher or county 
extension agent. The project must be an organized and supervised program of work.  It must be planned and 
operated with the assistance of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan, and 
provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. Contact Farm Loan Manager Rick Dean 
for more details 
 

  ATTENTION: Borrowers on Active Duty!! 
 
FSA is committed to providing service above and beyond the normal scope of daily servicing to Farm Loan 
Programs borrowers who are impacted by military deployments. This includes regular military personnel, and 
National Guard and Reservist borrowers who are called to active duty. These individuals may be entitled to 
additional servicing options under the Service Members Act and the National Defense Act. In brief, the 
National Defense Act provides for non-accrual of interest and deferral of payments for borrowers who are on 
active duty during war or a national emergency. Borrowers who may be impacted by these provisions are 
encouraged to contact their local Farm Loan Manager, Rick Dean at (231) 796-2659 for additional details.  
 

Loans Available for Beginning Farmers, Socially Disadvantaged 
 
FSA is authorized to assist beginning farmers and or members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these programs, the FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or 
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person whom: 
   · Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
   · Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
   ·   Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial FSA management program  
   ·  Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size. 
Entity members must meet the eligibility requirements. Loan approval is not guaranteed. Socially disadvantaged groups 
are Hispanics, American Indians, African Americans, Asians, Pacific Islanders, and women. 
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HIRING!!! 
 
Temporary, part time Program Technician applications are being accepted at the Mecosta County FSA Office.  
Pick up applications up at18260 Northland Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307. Application and resume must be 
returned by February 20, 2007. FSA is an EEO employer. Position will be on a 6 month/as needs basis. 
  

THOUGHTS, CONCERNS ----- OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Winter snow accumulating in places you would rather not, a wet spot that just has been a pain to farm, 
concerned about setbacks for pesticides, fertilizer, or manure, a washout getting bigger in your field, excess 
wind damaging crops or impacting energy efficiency, or just interested in enhancing wildlife habitat 
Conservation Buffers May be the Answer.   
 
You ask – what is a “buffer”? Buffers are commonly narrow strips of vegetation whether grass, shrubs or trees 
that protect an area of concern (your driveway, farmstead, buildings, livestock area, road, stream, wetland or 
other water body). Buffers reduce erosion caused by wind or water, filter sediment, pesticides, and nutrients 
before they enter a water body, and reduce maintenance activities. Buffers not only protect our resources, they 
are aesthetically pleasing and wildlife also reap the benefits.    
 
For assistance on how to plan, design and implement such a measure on your property. Contact the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service at (231) 796-2659 ext. 3. There are also financial opportunities available.  
The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program provides financial benefits (rental rates payments and cost 
share assistance) to establish and maintain these practices. Another opportunity is through the Environmental 
Quality Incentive Program.  Contract us today for more information.  

 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
 

 


