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Allegan County Farm Service Agency 
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Allegan County FSA 
1668 Lincoln Road 
Allegan, MI  49010 
(269) 673-6940 ext 2 
(269) 673-9671 (fax) 
 
Hours -  Monday - Friday 
  8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Executive 
Director -  David J Mroczek 
 
Office Staff 
  Penny Andrews 
  Brenda Carroll 
  Janis Chestnut 
  Patricia Powers 
  Joel Walen 
 
 
County Committee 
  Earl Collier 
 Jeffry Lenhart 
  Frank Doezema 
    
County Committee  
Advisor -  Larinda Miller 
 
Farm Loan Manager 
   Leslie Wills 
   Ottawa County FSA 
   (616) 842-5852 ext 2 
 
County Committee 
Meetings - 2nd  Wednesday 
of each month.   
 
Website 
   www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 
Last day to  

 

 
 
New Maps – When received 
you have only 30 days to 
resolve any boundary issues. 
See page 2 for more info. 
 
August 1st – Final date to 
submit nominating petitions 
for the County Committee 
 
August 15th  – Report crops, 
NAP acres & CRP 
 
 
Office Closed – July 4th 
 
 
 

    

 

 
 

 

   IMPORTANT DEADLINE  
 RAPIDLY APPROACHING 
 
2008 CROP ACREAGE REPORTING  
 
Producers are required to report ALL of their 
cropland, including the planting date, in  
order to qualify for many program benefits. 
Such as:   
 

• Direct & Counter-Cyclical Program 
(DCP) payments 

• Commodity Loans and Loan  
• Deficiency Payments (LDPs) 
• Conservation Reserve Program 

(CRP) Annual Rental Payments 
• Noninsured Crop Assistance  

Program (NAP) Payments 
The acreage reporting deadline has been 
extended to August 15th for all crops. Late 
filing fees will apply if not timely certified. 
 
APPOINTMENTS ARE NEEDED FOR
ACREAGE REPORTING.  Please call the 
office and schedule your appointment 

----------------------------------------------------
FARM AND ENTITY 

CHANGES 
Our office must be made aware of any farm
or entity changes that have occurred before
your scheduled appointment to certify.  Our 
computer system takes overnight to update
certain records.  This includes farms lost or
picked up for 2008 as well as changes to
partnerships, corporations etc. Those parcels 
that have to be divided out of a larger farm 
group have additional paperwork to complete 
and will take longer to update so please call 
or stop by the office and tell us those
changes. Entity changes also require addi-
tional paperwork prior to your appointment.  
Please call or stop in with these changes. 
 

              FARM BILL NEWS 
 
The House and Senate have agreed on a new 
5-year farm bill to be in effect 2008 through 
2012.  The Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act of 2008 (ACT) Pub. L. 110-234 was  
enacted into law on May 22, 2008. We have 
learned that the DCP (Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Program) will continue for 2008 
through 2012.Crop base acres and yields that 
were in effect as of September 20, 2007 will 
be in effect for 2008 DCP. However, the new 
farm bill does not allow payments to be issued 
to a farm if the sum of the crop acreage base 
on the farm is 10.0 acres or less with the  
exception of limited resource and socially 
disadvantaged producers. DCP Payments will 
be issued on 85% of the crop acreage base.  
Per bushel payment rates will remain the same 
as in 2007:  Corn $0.28, Soybeans $0.44, 
Wheat $0.52 and Oats and Barley $0.024. 
Sign began on June 25, 2008 and ends on  
September 30, 2008. 
-------------------------------------------------------
 
Preventing Waste, Fraud & Abuse 
 
The Farm Service Agency has joined with the
Risk Management Agency to prevent fraud, 
waste and abuse in the Federal Crop Insurance 
Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, 
assist RMA and insurance providers by moni-
toring crop conditions throughout the growing 
season. In addition, FSA will refer all 
suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse to 
RMA. 
 
Producers can report suspected cases to the 
county office staff, RMA office, or the Office 
of the Inspector General. 
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CHANGING TO A NEW MAPPING SYSTEM 
 
 

We have been involved in a project to convert our maps to a Geographical Information System (GIS). This 
process will become our normal business process for all work we perform with maps. We are nearing the 
stage which is mailing maps to you to verify that field boundaries and data are correct. 
County Office Maps Have a New Look 
The maps you will receive will be identified by tract number. You will no longer be able to see all the land in 
an entire township section. The software adjusts the size of the fields to fit the allocated page size. At the bottom of each map is a 
legend which contains data about the map. 
What Are You Verifying 
Please review these maps to make sure your boundaries and data are correct. This includes property you may have sold, acquired, 
taken out of production for houses/buildings or acreage you no longer farm. We want to ensure field boundaries and data are  
correct. Currently acres found on the maps can not be disputed, but can be used as a tool to help you identify possible boundary 
errors. If you notice that a land determination was not transferred (such as Wetland or HEL determination) to the new map, please 
contact the office. Maps must be as accurate as possible to avoid potential eligibility or compliance issues including wetland and 
highly erodible land issues.  
Who Will Receive Maps 
Each owner and operator who is currently identified with a tract will be mailed a map with a letter giving 30 days to ad-
dress any needed corrections. Owners may receive maps in separate mailings if there is more than one operator associated with a 
farm. An example would include a situation where an individual is owner and operator on CRP but rents the remainder of the 
cropland to someone else. Operators may also receive maps in separate mailings.   
When Will You Receive Maps 
It is anticipated that all maps will be mailed by July 31st.   
Correcting Field Boundaries 
When you receive your maps, please review the field boundaries and associated data. You will need to contact the office if you 
determine a boundary or the data is incorrect. We ask that you bring the map back to the office with the proper documentation as 
described in the letter. We will make a copy of your map and note any boundary discrepancies. Once all owners and operators 
have received their maps, we will begin making map corrections. Remember that you have 30 days to contact the office if you 
feel a boundary is not correct. 
When Will the New Maps Become Effective? 
Producers are reminded that changes made to these maps are not immediately effective. This project will not affect the maps and 
the farm records we are using for the current program. The acres from the new maps will be activated and used for the 2009 
and future programs. 
Crop Certification 
Map changes will not affect 2008 programs or crop certification. After you plant your 2008 crops, you will certify your crops 
using the maps and acres that you have used in previous years. 
Program Changes 
Both CRP contracts and farm base acres may be affected by the updated map acres. Adjustments in contract and base acres may 
be necessary.  
 
                                                    AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and 
                                               Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification 
 
All producers are required to notify the FSA Office and complete form AD-1026 before they intend to do any of 
the following.  ** Convert wetlands by draining, dredging, filling, leveling, tiling, land clearing or any other means that 
would allow the planting of any crop, pasture, agricultural commodity, or other such crops. ** Plant or produce an agricultural 
commodity on wetlands converted after December 23, 1985. ** Plant or produce an agricultural commodity on highly erodible 
fields unless actively applying an approved conservation plan or maintaining a fully applied conservation system. NRCS will 
make the determination if the area in question is a wetland or highly erodible land.  Failure to follow established wetland and HEL 
regulations will result in the loss of program benefits for current and possibly future years 
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Supplemental Disaster Assistance Programs for 2008  
The 2008 Farm Bill appropriated for Supplemental Disaster Programs 
• SURE – Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments 
• Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 
• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm Raised Fish (ELAP) 
• Livestock indemnity Program (LIP) 

For producers to be eligible they must purchase at least the CAT level of crop  
insurance for all insurable crops and/or NAP coverage for non-insurable crops. Sales closing dates have passed for 
2008. However, farmers may obtain a waiver for 2008 only; by paying an administrative fee of $100 per crop not to 
exceed $300 for the county or $900 total for all counties. This buy in fee is non-refundable and must be paid no later 
than September 16, 2008. Contact office for more details. 

 
Loans Available for Beginning Farmers, 
Socially Disadvantaged 
FSA is authorized to assist beginning farmers 
and members of socially disadvantaged groups 
to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these 
programs, FSA can provide financing to  
eligible applicants through either direct or 
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning 
farmers as a person whom: Has operated a 
farm for not more than 10 years. Will materially 
and substantially participate in the operation of 
the farm.  Agrees to participate in a loan 
assessment, borrower training and financial 
management program sponsored by FSA.  
Does not own a farm in excess of 30% of the 
county’s median size. 
  
Youth Loans 
FSA can make loans to youths to establish and 
operate income producing projects in  
connection with their participation in 4-H clubs, 
Future Farmers of America, and similar  
organizations.  The maximum loan size is 
$5,000.  To qualify: 
• Be between 10 and 20 years old 
• Live in a town of less than 10,000 
• Be unable to obtain a loan from other 

sources 
• Conduct a modest income producing  

project in a supervised program of work. 
Applicants must also be capable of  
planning, managing and operating the  
project under guidance and assistance 
from a project advisor.  

Bank Account Changes 
All FSA payments are to be made by  
direct deposit unless there is a financial 
 hardship to prevent it. Producers need to no-
tify us when accounts change to  
prevent delay of payments 
 
What is Mid-Contract Management 
of CRP? 
 
Mid-Contract Management of CRP are  
activities that must be performed on certain 
practices to ensure the original plant diversity, 
wildlife benefits, and protections of the soil and 
water resources are present for the life of the 
contract. For CRP  
practices with grasses, legumes, & wildflowers, 
research has shown that typically 5-6 years 
after establishment the site becomes  
dominated by a thick growth of the grasses. To 
ensure wildlife  
habitat benefits in these sites, management is  
required to encourage legumes and  
wildflowers, and to ensure the grass is not too 
thick to limit small wildlife species from  
traveling through the cover to meet their 
needs. This is your responsibility and must be 
followed according to your conservation plan. 
If a variance is needed for the above stated 
policy, please contact the office. Variances can 
be pre-approved on a case-by-case 
basis. 
   

                                                                   Non-Discrimination Statement 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic infor-
mation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program informa-
tion ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a 
complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.                                    
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COC Election Information 
 

One of FSA’s responsibilities is to conduct County Committee elections in an open manner that ensures accountability.  
FSA will provide local organizations representing socially disadvantaged groups with detailed information about the COC 
election process.  The agency is reaching out to agricultural communities to get equitable representation on their county 
committees. 
Groups representing socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers, will be actively solicited for COC election candidates, 
and encouraged to fill out a nomination form (FSA-669A).  Under-represented farmers and ranchers are encouraged to step 
up and participate in their county’s COC election process.  Producers will notice posters and announcements displayed in 
businesses, churches, and other public places.  COC election fact sheets and nomination forms can be found online at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA under the News & Events tab on the FSA homepage. Nomination forms are also available at 
the Gratiot FSA Service Center. 
 
Agriculture producers in LAA 2 (Laketown, Fillmore, Saugatuck, Manlius, Heath, Monterey, Allegan, Valley, Clyde and 
Ganges Townships) will be voting for their representative on the Allegan County Committee. Earl Collier currently 
represents LAA 2, but has reached his term limit and is unable to run in this election.   
 
The nomination period begins June 15, 2008. Nomination forms must be postmarked or received by FSA no later than 
August 1, 2008 

Make a Difference: Nominate and Vote! 
 
 


