
                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2008 COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 
For election purposes, counties are divided into Local Administrative Areas or LAAs. The Baraga Area FSA Office 
is divided into 5 LAA’s. Each LAA contributes one producer to serve a three year term on the Farm Service Agency 
County Committee. Local Administrative Area (LAA) #4 and #5 are up for election this year. LAA 4 is Ontonagon 
County and Duncan Township of Houghton County and LAA 5 is all of Gogebic County. 
 
Nominations for the county committee election were due in the county office by the close of business August 1st. 
The next step in the election process is the mailing out of the ballots, which will begin on November 3, 2008. Ballots 
must be returned or post-marked by December 1, 2008. Elected committee members and alternates take office on 
Jan. 1, 2009.  
 
Prospective Voter Requirements If you're on the mailing list for this newsletter, the chances are you are an eligible 
voter. Anyone who meets the requirements in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible to vote. 

1. Be of legal voting age and participate or cooperate in any FSA program, or 
2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations on an entire farm. 
3. Eligible to participate in any FSA program that is provided for by law, regardless of the status of funding. 

Discrimination Prohibited No person shall be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status. 

Contact the county office staff if you have questions about voter eligibility. VOTE AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

 
NON-INSURED ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) 

NAP application closing dates for the 2009 crop year that fall before December 1, 2008, have been extended to 
December 1, 2008. Extending 2009 NAP application deadlines to December 1, 2008 does not modify the definition 
of the coverage period. 
 
Policy holders are reminded that they must submit a “Notice of Loss” (FSA-576) within 15 days of when the loss 
becomes apparent. If you have noticed that your crop might be light contact the office so that we have the 
opportunity to take a look at your crop. For those of you that have filed a notice of loss, you need to keep us 
informed of your harvest decisions. If you are not going to harvest all or part of a block, an appraisal will need to be 
completed on that block. This appraisal will be used in calculating your loss claim. 
 
Remember we need to know the amount of crop sold from previous years in order to establish your actual 
production history (APH). Your APH is used to calculate your loss payment. 
 
New 2009 NAP rates will increase to $250.00 per crop, $750.00 per county, and $1,875.00 per producer for all 
counties. 

 
Late application provisions are in place to help accommodate NAP sales closing deadline dates for 2009 crops with 
2008 sales closing dates. Please contact this office for additional information. 
 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL REVENUE ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS (SURE) PROGRAM 
ALL PLEASE TAKE NOTE!!! The 2008 Farm Bill appropriated for Supplemental  
Disaster Programs 
 
For producers to be eligible they must purchase at least the CAT level of crop insurance  
for all insurable crops and/or NAP coverage for non-insurable crops on all crops in all  
counties. Sales closing dates have passed for 2008. However, farmers may obtain a waiver for 2008 only; by 
paying an administrative fee of $100 per crop not to exceed $300 for the county or $900 total for all counties. This 
buy in fee is non-refundable and must be paid no later than September 16, 2008. Also, the farms must be located in 
a disaster county, that have incurred crop production losses. Disaster counties are counties included in the 
geographic area covered by a qualifying natural disaster declaration that is declared by the Secretary for production 
losses. 

 
Contact this office for more details. Please note all crops in all counties must be waived or covered to qualify for 
2008 disaster assistance. 
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DIRECT AND COUNTER-CYCLICAL PROGRAM 

 
Sign-up for the 2008 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) began on June 25, 2008  
and runs through September 30, 2008. The DCP program provides payments to eligible  
producers who enroll into the program each year through 2012. Since we are in a new crop  
year 2008 everyone who participated in 2007 must sign up again this year and each year thereafter. Please call or 
stop by the office before September 30, 2008 
 

CHANGE IN FARMING OPERATION 
If you have bought or sold land, or if you have picked up or dropped rental land from your operation, make sure you 
report the changes to our office as soon as possible. You need to provide a copy of your deed or recorded land 
contract for purchased property. Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all land you have an interest in 
can lead to possible program ineligibility and penalties. Making the record changes now will save you time in the 
spring. Update signature authorization when changes in the operation occur. Producers are reminded to contact this 
office of a change in operations on a farm so that records can be kept current and accurate. 
 

RECORD CORRECTIONS 
There have been numerous record changes that have occurred in the last year. Before we complete any 2009 
applications, we will need to update your records. If land has been sold or you are no longer operating a rented farm 
please contact us as soon as possible so that we can keep your records up to date.  If you are clearing or adding 
cropland to your farming operation please notify us immediately.  Altering a parcel of land that has been designated 
as a wetland can jeopardize your program participation.  Also, producers are reminded that any changes to your 
bank or account should be updated and changed with us as soon as possible. Payments will be made electronically to 
the bank and account that you have indicated until you update your records. If you have changes please take care of 
them now prior to us beginning our payment cycles. 
 
                                BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES 
                                All FSA payments are to be made by direct deposit unless there is a financial hardship  

        to prevent it. Producers need to notify us when accounts change to prevent a delay in payments. 
 

Thinking of Tiling or Clearing land? 
Don’t forget the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Provisions. Bringing new land into production by clearing 
trees, improving drainage by tiling or dredging are potential violations of the HEL/WC rules. Before you 
begin any land conversion project, please come into the county office to file form AD-1026. Natural Resources 
Conservation Service will make an evaluation of your land to determine how to manage the wet areas of your land 
most efficiently. Checking ahead of time will help keep you eligible for USDA benefits. 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a 
complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

USDA-Farm Service Agency 
16403 Ojibwa Industrial Park Rd. 
P.O. Box 820 
Baraga, MI 49908 

PRSRT.STD 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

LANSING, MI 
PERMIT NO. 19 


