
                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2008 COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 
 
 

The results of the Baraga Area County FSA Committee elections for 2008 were as follows: 
 
LAA 1  Bruce King was elected for a three (3) year term and will represent the producers in Local 

Administrative Area (LAA1) which is Keweenaw County, Calumet, Torch Lake, Stanton Townships of 
Houghton County.  Reuben Rheault is the first alternate. 

  
LAA 2  Norman Shimp was elected for a three (3) year term and will represent the producers in Local 

Administrative Area (LAA2) which is Adams, Portage, Chassell, Laird Townships of Houghton County.  
Gary Palosaari is the first alternate. 

Congratulations to Bruce King in LAA 1 and Norman Shimp in LLA 2 for being elected to the Baraga Area 
County Committee and to Reuben Rheault and Gary Palosaari for being elected as first alternates. 

 
 
The Baraga Area FSA staff and COC wish to thank the Houghton & Keweenaw County voters who took the time to  
vote. 
 

DAIRY DISASTER ASSISTANCE PAYMENT PROGRAM (DDAP-III) 
 
The DDAP-III program will provide benefits to eligible dairy producers who suffered dairy production losses as 
result of natural disaster occurring during the period of January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2007.  Producers will 
receive direct payments for eligible losses to help relieve economic injuries suffered by the dairy industry in disaster 
counties. 
 
This is the third installment of a program for dairy losses for a disaster related reason.  The DDAP-I, was  
administered in 2004 was specifically for hurricane affected areas in the Southeastern region of the US. 
In 2005 DDAP-II was implemented to hurricane impacted areas in the Gulf region. 
 
If you commercially market milk you would be eligible to sign-up into the DDAP-III program.  Details of this 
program are not know as of yet.  As soon as these details are known dairy producers will be notified.. 
 
Please call our office to sign-up into this program. 
 

LIVESTOCK COMPENSATION PROGRAM (LCP) 
 

Signup into the Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) started on September 10, 2007.  LCP compensates 
livestock producers for feed losses resulting from natural disaster occurring between January 1, 2005 and December 
31, 2007.  Producers incurring a loss in more than one of the 2005, 2006 or 2007 calendar years must choose only 
one year for which they want to receive benefits. 
The following are among the types of livestock operations that will be eligible for LCP: dairy cattle, beef cattle, 
buffalo, beefalo, equine, poultry, elk, reindeer, sheep, goats, swine or deer. 
The payment rate for each livestock category will be 61 percent of the national payment rate (which is yet to be 
determined).  USDA will publish these rates in the LCP fact sheet.  Producers will not be penalized if they reduced 
the average number of livestock they owned for grazing during the production year for which assistance is being 
provided.  Producers may receive a maximum of $80,000 in LCP benefits. 
Please contact the FSA office to make an appointment for enrollment. 
 
For those of you that have already signed up for this program this is a reminder for you that it has been 
extended for the year 2007. 
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2007 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 
Report forms for the 2007 Census of Agriculture were mailed to 
farm and ranch operators on December 28, 2007 to collect data for 
the 2007 calendar year. Completed forms are due by February 4, 
2008. Producers can return their forms by mail or, for the first 
time, they have the option of filling out the Census online via a 
secure web site.  
 
NASS will release Census data, in both electronic and print formats, beginning in February 2009. 
Detailed reports will be published for all counties, states and the nation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECT DEPOSIT MANDATORY 
 

As of January 1, 1999 all payments issued by the County FSA Office will be by direct deposit (electronic funds 
transfer) to a pre-designated checking or savings account with your financial institution.  Forms are available at the 
FSA office to sign-up for the direct deposit if you haven’t yet.  For those already signed up, it is important that we 
are notified anytime there is a change in your account numbers or financial institutions.  If we aren’t notified, future 
payments can be delayed or lost for a period of time. 
 

CHANGE IN FARMING OPERATION 
 
If you have bought or sold land, or if you have picked up or dropped rental land from your operation, make sure you 
report the changes to our office as soon as possible.  You need to provide a copy of your deed or recorded land 
contract for purchased property.  Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all land you have an interest in 
can lead to possible program ineligibility and penalties.  Making the record changes now will save you time in the 
spring.  Update signature authorization when changes in the operation occur.  Producers are reminded to contact this 
office of a change in operations on a farm so that records can be kept current and accurate. 
 

RECORD CORRECTIONS 
 
There have been numerous record changes that have occurred in the last year.  Before we complete 
any 2008 applications, we will need to update your records.  If land has been sold or you are no 
longer operating a rented farm please contact us as soon as possible so that we can keep your records 
up to date.  If you are clearing or adding cropland to your farming operation please notify us  
immediately.  Altering a parcel of land that has been designated as a wetland can jeopardize your 
program participation.  Also, producers are reminded that any changes to your bank or account should 
be updated and changed with us as soon as possible.  Payments will be made electronically to the bank 
and account that you have indicated until you update your records.  If you have changes please take care of them 
now prior to us beginning our payment cycles. 
 
COUNTY OFFICE STAFF 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a 
complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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