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SHARON GUOAN IS RETIRING 
 
After 36 years serving agricultural producers in the Bay County FSA Office, 
Sharon Guoan has decided to retire. Her final day in the office will be 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008, and there will be an open house at the FSA 
office on April 24, 2008, from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm in honor of Sharon. 
Please mark this day on your calendars and plan on joining us to wish 
Sharon well on a very distinguished career. 
 
NON-INSURED ACREAGE PROGRAM (NAP) 
 
Producers are being reminded that the deadline for covering some of your 
crops that crop insurance does not cover is March 17, 2008. The cost is 
$100/crop with a maximum cost of $300/producer. This would mean that 
you can cover as many types of crops that you plant without the price 
going higher than $300.00. Please do not miss this deadline and stop in 
and update the crops that you wish to cover under this program. 
 
LIVESTOCK COMPENSATION PROGRAM (LCP)  
 
This is a program that is geared toward livestock producers that had 
pasture losses or had to buy additional feed for their livestock due to 
disaster conditions. The program covers the years of 2005, 2006, and 2007, 
and payments will be based on either the amount of additional feed 
purchased, pasture losses or the number of livestock on hand by April 1, of 
any of the above mentioned years. You must have had a qualifying loss in 
feed to be eligible and if you think you may qualify for this program please 
contact the office for further information. 
 
CREP ACRES STILL BEING SOUGHT 
 
The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) still has not 
reached its goals for acres and therefore if you are thinking of enrolling 
some acres in this program, now would be the time. Eligible practices for 
the program are filter strips that have an average width of 50’-150’ from any 
waterway, field windbreaks, wetland restorations, and riparian buffers. To 
be eligible for the program, the land must have been owned or operated for 
1 day, and must have been actively cropped between the years of 1996-
2001. Remember that any acreage enrolled into this program will have to be 
maintained for the 15 year contract time, and also has to be capable of 
producing an agricultural commodity at the time of enrollment. Please 
contact the office if you may be interested in protecting your farm from 
erosion or providing wildlife habitat to a particular area.   
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COC ELECTIONS  
 
At the December’s County Committee (COC) meeting elections ballots were counted for the position of 
county committee member with the following results: 
 
Elected to represent LAA # 3 in Bay County (Frankenlust, Merritt, Hampton, and Portsmouth Townships) was 
Gene VanDriessche with Joyce Helmreich serving as 1st alternate. 
  
The COC held their Organizational meeting in January with Gene VanDriessche serving as chairperson, Dan 
Schultz as Vice-Chairperson, and William Meylan as member. The Bay COC will hold their monthly regular 
meetings at 9:00 am on the 1st Wednesday of each month.  
  
FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOANS 
 
The farm storage facility loan program is still underway where producers can take a loan up to $100,000.00 for 
seven years to construct farm storage for agricultural commodities produced on their farm. This program has 
been very popular in Bay County and we have many new bins around the county. If you are interested in 
adding farm storage or increasing the capacity of storage on your farm please contact our office for more 
details. The equipment purchased for the loan must be new equipment and cannot be used equipment.   
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or 
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  


