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COUNTY COMMITTEE 
ELECTION 

 
Since the committee system was first established in 1936, Farm Service Agency (FSA) County 
Committees have provided an important voice in Federal decisions affecting their local 
communities.  The County Committee (COC) oversees local FSA operations and makes critical 
decisions on how FSA commodity, conservation, and disaster programs are administered in its 
communities.   
 
Our County Committee is composed of five members, each serving a 3-year term.  One or two 
members are up for election annually.  In addition to the elected members, the COC has one 
appointed, non-voting advisor to further represent the local interests of socially disadvantaged 
farmers. 
 
This year we will be electing two new members to the COC.  The nominees from LAA #1 
(Bingham, Leelanau, Leland, and Suttons Bay) are Jim Bardenhagen and Gary Thornton.  The 
nominee from LAA #4 (Blair, Fife Lake, Grant, Green Lake, Paradise, and Union) is Brent 
Wagner, he is running unopposed. 
 
Jim Bardenhagen and Gary Thornton both operate fruit farms in Suttons Bay Township and 
Brent Wagner from Grawn is a cash crop producer.   
 
Owners and operators of farming operations along with the spouse of farm owners are eligible 
to vote as long as the spouse is listed on the deed.  If you farm in any of the named townships 
and would like to participate in the election, please contact the office for a ballot. 
 
Ballots were mailed on November 3, 2008 and must be 
returned to the FSA office or postmarked by December 1, 2008 
in order to be counted. 
 
Please vote in this very important election, every vote counts! 
 
 

If you have not received a ballot and you are an eligible 
voter in LAA 1 or LAA 4 please contact the FSA office 

so that one is made available to you. 
 
 



2008 FARM BILL RISK 
MANAGEMENT PROVISIONS 

 
The 2008 farm bill amended the Trade Act of 1974 
and created 5 new disaster programs:  SURE, TAP, 
ELAP, LFP, and LIP.  No longer will producers have 
to wait for legislation to be passed to initiate 
programs to address disaster situations.  The farm bill 
provides that any producer that meets the 
requirements of any one of these disaster programs is 
potentially eligible for a program payment.  A major 
change in the farm bill is the Risk Management 
Purchase Requirement (RMPR).   
 
In order to be eligible for these programs producers 
must purchase at least the CAT level of crop 
insurance for all insurable crops and/or NAP 
coverage for all non-insurable (but NAP-eligible) 
crops on all farms in all counties.  
 
DE MINIMIS EXCEPTION FOR SURE ONLY!   
The Secretary shall waive the Risk Management 
Purchase Requirement (RMPR) on a portion of the 
total acreage on a farm (crop) that is not of economic 
significance (less than 10% of the farm gross) or a 
crop for which the administrative fee for NAP 
coverage exceeds 10% of the value of that coverage.  
Important:  You must purchase coverage for all 
crops to remain eligible for TAP, ELAP and LFP. 
 
The advantages of purchasing Crop Insurance or 
NAP Coverage are:  You have a real insurance 
product, receive fair market value for commodities, 
and receive a greater SURE Guarantee (with Buy-
Up).   

 
SUPPLEMENTAL DISASTER 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
 

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments 
Program (SURE) will be available to eligible 
producers on farms in disaster counties, including 
contiguous counties that have incurred crop 
production losses and/or crop quality losses on any 
farm in which during the calendar year, the total loss 
of production on the farm because of weather is 
greater than 50 percent of the normal production of 
the farm.    
 
A producer can become eligible for SURE if there is 
a 50% difference between “Normal Production on the 
Farm (NPF)” and the “Actual Production on the Farm 
(APF)”.  
• NPF is the sum of the expected revenue for each 

crop on the farm.   
To calculate insurable crop revenue multiply the 
greater of the adjusted APH or CC yield times 

planted acreage times 100% of the price election.  To 
calculate revenue for non-insurable crops multiply 
the greater of the adjusted APH or CC yield times 
planted acreage times 100% of the NAP price.   
• APF is the sum of the value of all crops on the 

farm.   
To calculate revenue for insurable crops multiply 
100% of the price election times quantity (adjusted 
for quality).  To calculate for non-insurable crops 
multiply 100% of the NAP established price times 
quantity (adjusted for quality).   
 
The SURE Guarantee for the farm is the sum of the 
farms NPF times 115% for insurable crops plus 
120% of the NPF for non-insurable crops.  The 
SURE Guarantee has a “CAP” not to exceed 90% of 
the total Expected Revenue for the farm. SURE 
payments will be 60% of the difference between the 
SURE Guarantee for the farm CAPPED and the Total 
Farm Revenue for a farm.   
 
Livestock Forage Assistance Program (LFP) will be 
available to eligible livestock producers who suffered 
grazing losses for eligible livestock because of 
drought on land that is either native or improved 
pastureland with permanent vegetative cover or 
planted to a crop specifically for providing grazing.  
In order to be eligible for LFP a county or portion of 
a county must reach at least a D2 level on the U.S. 
Drought Monitor for at least eight consecutive weeks 
during the normal grazing period. 
 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) will be available 
to eligible livestock producers on farms that have 
incurred livestock deaths in excess of normal 
mortality because of adverse weather. 
 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, 
and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) will provide 
emergency relief to producers of livestock (including 
horses), honey bees, and fish because of losses from 
adverse weather or other related conditions. 
 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) will provide 
assistance to producers who lost trees in excess of 15 
percent mortality (adjusted for normal mortality). 
 
Payments are limited to $100,000 per person total for 
these disaster programs.  More information on these 
programs will be forth coming. 
 

POWER OF ATTORNEY 
 
Due to changes in the adjusted gross income (AGI) 
provisions and programs being offered by the USDA 
new power of attorney (POA) forms may need to be 
completed.  If you are acting as a POA please contact 
the office to determine if a new form is required. 



NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) 

 
The final deadline for 2009 Non-insured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for 
2009 crops which had a sales closing date prior to 
December 1st  (Previous deadlines:  hay, pasture 
September 30th; perennial crops November 20th; 
honey, maple sap December 1st)  has been extended 
to December 1, 2008.  This deadline extension was 
made due to the late signing of the 2008 Farm Bill 
and is a one time extension.  This will allow 
producers who did not purchase coverage on hay or 
pasture to purchase coverage.  The March 15, 2009 
deadline for spring seeded crops remains unchanged.   
 
A change for 2009 crops is that the enrollment fee 
has been increased from $100 per crop to $250 per 
crop up to $750 per farm, per county.   
 
Any changes to crop acreage, such as removal of 
orchards or new plantings should also be reported at 
this time.  Continuous coverage is available for all 
2008 NAP Participants. If you were a NAP 
participant in 2008 and wish to cover the same 
crop(s) for 2009 it is possible to sign up without 
making a trip to the office. Just mail your payment in 
for the amount listed on your continuous coverage 
letter before the final application deadline date and 
your crops will be covered for the 2009 crop year.   

 
PAYMENT ELIGIBILITY & 

PAYMENT LIMITATION 
 
Eligibility rules have changed for 2009 and 
subsequent years.  New eligibility forms (CCC-902) 
will need to be completed to determine attribution 
amounts and organizational structure.  We are now 
looking at real “persons”.   
 
In order to be eligible for the disaster programs 
outlined above the Non-farm adjusted gross income 
(AGI) must be less than $500,000.  If a person or 
legal entity has an AGI that exceeds $750,000 they 
are ineligible for direct DCP payments only.  If a 
person or legal entity has an AGI of non-farm income 
that exceeds $1,000,000 they are ineligible for all 
conservation benefits.   
 

REPORTING CHANGES 
 

It is important to remember to contact the office with 
any record changes that may have occurred. These 
changes would include, but are not limited to: 
● Address – any contact information. 

● Direct Deposit – to ensure payments are deposited 
correctly, it is imperative that any changes in bank 
account information is updated immediately. 
● Development – any new parcels of land removed 
for non-ag uses needs to be reported. 
● Owner/Operator Changes – report any changes in 
land ownership, tenants or crop share arrangements. 
● Reconstitutions – changes that requires farm 
combinations or separations due to sale of land or 
change in operators should be reported as soon as 
possible. 
● Farm Operating Plan  any changes to the farming 
operation that may have an effect on “person” and/or 
“actively engaged” determinations. 
 

2009 DIRECT AND COUNTER-
CYCLICAL PROGRAM 

 
Sign up for the 2009 DCP begins on December 1st 
and will run through June 1, 2009.  Payments will be 
computed on 85% of the base acres. The Direct 
payment rates are: Corn $.28 bu; Soybeans - $ .44/bu; 
Wheat - $ .52/bu. One change is that the new Farm 
Bill prohibits direct payments to farms if the base 
acres are 10 acres or less, unless the farm is wholly 
owned by a socially disadvantaged farmer or limited 
resource farmer.  
All contracts must be signed by June 1, 2009.  
Please call to make an appointment. 
 

AVERAGE CROP REVENUE 
ELECTION (ACRE) PROGRAM 

 
The 2008 Farm Bill authorizes ACRE program 
payments. Beginning with the 2009 crop year, 
producers will have the option to participate in a 
state-level revenue protection program instead of the 
counter-cyclical program. In crop years 2009 through 
2012, producers who make an irrevocable election to 
receive ACRE Program payments will: 1. Not receive 
counter-cyclical payments on enrolled farms. 2. Be 
subject to a 20 percent reduction in direct payments 
for all covered commodities on enrolled farms. 3. Be 
subject to a 30 percent reduction in marketing 
assistance loan rates for all covered commodities on 
enrolled farms. If actual state per acre revenue is less 
than the guarantee and if a producer suffers an actual 
revenue loss for the crop on the farm, then the 
producer will receive an ACRE payment equal to the 
difference between the state per-acre revenue 
guarantee and the state actual revenue calculation 
paid on 83.3 percent (85 percent for 2012) of the 
acres planted to the covered commodity on the farm. 
 



GRAND TRAVERSE AREA                                                                                            PRSRT.STD 
FARM SERVICE AGENCY                                                                                   U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
1501 CASS ST, SUITE A                                                                                                 LANSING, MI 
TRAVERSE CITY, MI  49684                                                                                       PERMIT NO. 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
On-going   CRP SAFE signup 
December 1  Last day to purchase NAP insurance 
December 1  Final day to submit County Committee Election Ballots 
December 1  Direct and Counter-Cyclical program signup begins 
January 1  Newly elected County Committee takes office 
 
 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of 
Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an  
equal opportunity provider and employer.
 


