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Midland County Committee
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Vice Chairman — Charles McCune
Member — Jack Terwillegar
Advisor — Erna Varner
Executive Director Dave Claerhout

Reasonable Accommodations

Special accommodation will be made, upon request, for
individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or
hearing impairment. If special accommodations are
required, please contact us at the phone numbers listed.

***The United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on
the basis of race, color, national origin, gender,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s target
center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD) To file a
complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W Whitten Building,
D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or
TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
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FARM BILL PASSED!

DCP SIGN UP UNDERWAY

The Direct Counter Cyclical Program remains
almost unchanged for the 2008 crop year. We
are now taking appointments for DCP
sign-up. We can issue 22% of the 2008
advance direct payments under the Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program. Update your DCP
contract and put the advance payment to work
for your farm today. Farmers who want to
update their contracts need to address land and
business issues:

= Will you continue to rent the same property
you rented last year? If not, notify the staff
S0 we can update your farm records or
perform a reconstitution to remove land
from your farming operation.

= A cash-rent certification may be used if you
rented the land last year; however, advance
payments may be delayed due to County
Committee approval.

Sign-up Online: Producers may sign-up

for DCP at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/egov/edcpdefault.htm
To access the service; producers must have an
active USDA e-Authentication Level 2 account,
which requires filling out an online registration
form at http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov,
followed by a visit to the county office for
identity verification.

ARE YOU CLEARING LAND?

- Do you intend to clear timber areas to create
or to expand existing crop areas?

= Are there any areas on your farm that you
are considering cropping that have not been
cropped in recent years?
Is there a wet spot in a field that you want to
drain to make cropping easier?

= Are you doing any tiling or improving field
drainage different on your farm this year?

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions
you may want to check with our office prior to
conducting any of these activities. The Wetland
provisions prohibit clearing and converting
noncropland areas, which may be designated as
wet, to cropland. In the event the wetland
provisions are violated you will be ineligible
for payments on ALL farms for all
programs.

Supplemental Ag Disaster Assistance

The 2008 Farm Bill is offering several new
disaster programs, however to be eligible you
must have at least CAT level crop insurance for
all insurable crops and/or NAP coverage for all
non insurable crops. Due to the sales closing
dates being passed, a waiver has been
authorized for producers to pay an application
fee by September 16™. Programs included in the
Supplemental Assistance will be:



e Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE)

o Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP)

e Tree Assistance Program (TAP)

o Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honey Bees and Farm Raised fish
(ELAP)

e Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

To be eligible producers must obtain a plan of
insurance for all crops, including grazing land,
on the farm. The application fee for both CAT
and NAP will be $100.00 per crop not to exceed
$300.00 per county or $900.00 for all counties
and must be paid no later than September 16"
to be covered for the 2008 crop year. Those
who think they may have a 2008 loss and
want to participate in any of the above listed
programs MUST purchase coverage from us
by September 16" 2008.

Its time to report your acres!

Call for your appointment to report all your
crops and land uses, including failed acreage,
this can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of
Farm Service Agency programs. All cropland on
the farm must be reported to receive benefits
from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program,
marketing assistance loans and Loan
Deficiency Payments. Conservation Reserve
Program acreage must be reported to receive
annual rental payments. And, crop acreage for
Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) must also be reported. Crop reports, form
FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must account for
all cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted.
The final date to file acreage reports is

August 15, 2008.

Failed Acreage:

Reports of failed acreage must be filed before
disposition of the crop, and producers must be
able to establish to the satisfaction of the county
committee that the crop failed and was
prevented from being replanted through the
normal planting period because of natural
disaster conditions.

QUALITY LOSS DISASTER PROGRAM

On June 19™ 2008, FSA announced that
producers who suffered quality losses to their
crops between 2005 and 2007 could apply for
benefits. All Crops harvested during that period
provided it was covered by crop insurance or a
NAP policy. The Producers who incurred
qualifying losses in 2005, 2006 or 2007 must
choose only one year to apply for benefits.
Producers may apply for benefits for losses to
multiple commodities as long as the losses
occurred in the same crop year. Once again,
only producers who obtained crop insurance
coverage or coverage under the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for
the year of loss will be eligible for benefits.
Producers must have suffered quality losses in
excess of 25 percent to be eligible to participate.
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Bank Account Changes

FSA payments are electronically transferred
into your bank account. In order to make timely
payments, you need to notify the county office
staff if you close your account or if another
financial institution purchases your bank.
Payments can be delayed if we are not aware of
changes to your account and routing numbers.

Preventing Fraud

The Farm Service Agency has joined with the
Risk Management Agency to prevent fraud,
waste and abuse in the Federal Crop Insurance
Program. FSA has been, and will continue to,
assist RMA and insurance providers by
monitoring crop conditions throughout the
growing season. In addition, FSA will refer all
suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse to
RMA.

Producers can report suspected cases to the
county office staff, RMA office, or the Office of
the Inspector General.
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2008 COC Election Information

One of FSA’s responsibilities is to conduct
County Committee elections in an open manner
that ensures accountability. FSA will provide
local organizations representing socially
disadvantaged groups with detailed information
about the COC election process. The agency is
reaching out to agricultural communities to get
equitable representation on their county
committees.

Groups representing socially disadvantaged
farmers and ranchers, will be actively solicited
for COC election candidates, and encouraged to
fill out a nomination form (FSA-669A) and
return it by August 1st. Under represented
farmers and ranchers are encouraged to step up
and participate in their county’s COC election
process. Producers will notice posters and
announcements displayed in businesses,
churches, and other public places. COC
election fact sheets can be found online at
http://www.fsa.usda.qov/FSA under the News
& Events tab on the FSA homepage.

2008 Power of Attorney Changes
The 2008 Farm Bill only recognizes power of
attorney forms (FSA-211) that were executed
as “All current and all future programs”.
Anyone who did not complete the form in this
manner will be required to complete a new
FSA-211 to sign on behalf of another. The
form can be found online at:
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov. Forms
completed outside USDA Service Centers
offices must be notarized.

HARVESTING CRP

Just a reminder that land enrolled in CREP
ground can NOT be harvested as forage.
Certain practices enrolled in general CRP can
be managed hayed and grazed if allowed
under your conservation plan. A new harvest
option called CRP Critical Feed Use was
recently announced.

If you have any questions as to your practice
or maintenance on your conservation ground,
please call the Midland FSA office.

FSA EMPLOYEE PASSED AWAY

We are saddened to say that Bonnie Beery
passed away this past May. Bonnie was a
friend and valued employee with us since
September of 2001. Many of you may
remember working with her on various
program activities, however, her specialties
were CRP and loan deficiency payments. She
will be missed.

Dates to Remember

Final date to return County

st
Aug. 1 Committee nomination form
Aug. 15" |Final date to report crops
s« |Office Closed in observance
sept. 1 of labor day.
Final date to pay the
Sept. 16™  |application fee for 2008
disaster assistance eligibility




