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Crop Disaster Program (CDP) Ex-
tended to Include ALL of 2007 

 
On October 15, 2007, County Offices began 
taking applications for the 2005-2007 Crop Dis-
aster Program. The 2005-2007 CDP program 
provided disaster assistance to those insured 
producers who suffered a crop loss in any one 
crop year from 2005 through February 28, 2007. 
This now has changed.  
 

***PLEASE READ CLOSELY*** 
 
In January of 2008 the provisions of the CDP 
program restricting 2007 losses to crops planted 
prior to February 28, 2007 were dropped and the 
program was expanded to include all 2007 
crops! If you are a producer who filed prior to 
the “expanded” program, it is possible the most 
beneficial year selected for crop disaster pay-
ments may now be the 2007 crop year. It is 
important that you determine if you suffered an 
insured loss for the crop year 2007 and if so, to 
revisit the FSA Office to apply for the new or 
additional losses to correctly calculate your 
payment. CDP provides benefits to farmers who 
suffered 35% quantity and 25% quality losses to 
2005, 2006 and 2007 crops from natural disas-
ters and related conditions so long as the actual 
crop lost was planted or prevented from being 
planted before December 31, 2007. Producers 
who incurred qualifying losses in 2005, 2006 
and 2007 will receive payment for the one year 
in which the benefit is the highest. 
 
Only producers who obtained crop insurance 
coverage or coverage under the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for 
the year of loss will be eligible for CDP bene-
fits. 
 
In determining production, participants must 
supply verifiable and reliable production records 
to substantiate production to the FSA county 
committee. FSA uses RMA (crop insurance) loss 
records for insured crops where available and 
determined to be accurate. FSA includes all 

harvested production, non harvested appraised 
production, and assigned production for the total 
planted acreage of the crop unit to determine 
production under CDP.  Signup for CDP quality 
losses will be announced at a future date. A 
quality loss of 25% or greater is needed to qual-
ify. The maximum CDP benefits a person may 
receive is $80,000. CDP requires a 35 percent 
loss of expected production; therefore, you may 
be eligible for a payment even if it was deter-
mined that the loss was not great enough under 
NAP or RMA coverage.  NOTE: for future dis-
aster program eligibility, it may be advantageous 
to have NAP and/or crop insurance.  A Live-
stock Compensation Program (LCP) is part of 
this disaster legislation. LCP compensates pro-
ducers for feed losses resulting from natural 
disasters occurring between January 1, 2005 
and December 31, 2007.  Producers must 
choose only one year to receive benefits, 2005, 
2006, or 2007. You must have had a loss of 
pasture and/or have receipts of purchased extra 
feed. 
 

Beware of Crop Insurance  
Rebating Schemes 

 
The Farm Service Agency is working with the 
Risk Management Agency to alert farmers to 
rebating schemes that may be offered to them by 
insurance agents trying to make sales. 
 
With the spring sales closing date for many Fed-
eral crop insurance policies right around the 
corner, crop insurance agents have been market-
ing their products aggressively.  Producers 
report that some agents have approached them 
with promises of lower insurance premiums, 
refunds, or dividends.  Most of these schemes 
are not legal.  The Risk Management Agency 
and state insurance regulators have stepped up 
their efforts to uncover illegal rebating.  Those 
producers who are found to participate in these 
schemes will not only lose their crop insurance 
coverage but may also become ineligible for 
other government programs.  Producers can 
report suspicions of illegal rebating to the OIG 
Hotline at 1-800-424-9121  
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2008 NAP Coverage Deadlines 

 
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
was designed to reduce financial losses that occur when natu-
ral disasters cause either a catastrophic loss of production or 
prevented planting of an eligible crop by providing coverage 
equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance.  NAP is available 
for 2008 crops for which catastrophic level crop insurance is 
not available.  The application fee is $100 per crop per 
county; or $300 per producer per county, not to exceed $900 
per producer for all counties. 
 
The application sales closing deadline for many annual 2008 
spring seeded crops is March 15, 2008.  Fall seeded crops 
such as winter wheat and forage crops have a sales closing 
date of September 30, 2008.  Michigan fruit and berry crops 
have a sales closing date of November 20, 2008.  If you do 
not purchase coverage by these dates for annual crops or add 
the annual crops to an existing policy that was purchased last 
fall on perennial crops; you will not be covered for 2008.  
Any changes to crop acreage, such as removal of orchards 
or new plantings should also be reported at this time.  Pro-
ducers who already have coverage on 2007 NAP crops may 
choose to continue coverage on the same crop or crops for 
2008, if the applicable service fee is submitted by the applica-
tion closing date.   
 
For those wishing to enroll in the program, or those wishing 
to make changes to their crop coverage, please contact the 
office in Monroe as soon as possible.  (Please note that the 
provisions of the current Crop Disaster Program only apply to 
producers that had NAP or RMA coverage on their crops.) 
 
A new CCC-471, application for coverage is not required to 
be signed when applying for continuous coverage of the same 
crop or crops.  Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or 
delete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage or changing 
crop shares must file a new CCC-471 with signatures and pay 
the applicable service fee. 
 
Producers with 2008 NAP coverage must remember to do the 
following to qualify for benefits:  
 

 Timely file acreage reports and keep track of harvested 
production using acceptable methods. For example, bale 
weights or other means of determining quantities of hay 
are required, 

 Follow HEL and Wetland conservation compliance re-
quirements, 

 File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of when a loss is 
apparent, due to drought, hail, etc., 

 Request loss adjustment appraisals if any crop will not be 
harvested or to document production left in the field, and 

 Provide true and complete production records for the unit. 
 
 

 
 

Changes In Your Operation 
 
It is important that you contact the office as soon as practical 
with any changes that have occurred in your farming opera-
tion.  Changes may include, but are not limited to: 
 
 Address - Contact information, as well as any temporary 

address change. 
 
 Direct Deposit - Changes in banking information to en-

sure timely payments. 
 
 Development - New parcels of land removed for houses 

or other non-agricultural purposes. 
 
 Owner/Operator Changes - Changes in land ownership, 

tenants or crop share arrangements. 
 
 Reconstitutions - Farm combinations or separations due 

to sale of land or change in operators. 
 
 Farm Operating Plan - April 1, 2008 is the deadline for 

filing new farm operating plans for entities and joint op-
erations, such as Corporations, Limited Liability 
Corporations, Limited Liability Partnerships, Trusts, Es-
tates, Sole Proprietorships, General Partnerships, and 
Joint Ventures.   

 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

Commodity Loans 
 
Commodity loans for commodities in storage continue to be 
available. The loan rates for 2007 crops are as follows: 
 
Corn $1.91 
 
Soybeans $5.08 
 
Oats $1.34 
 
Wheat $2.59 (Soft Red) 
 
The final availability dates for 2007 crop loans are: March 31, 
2008 for Wheat, Barley & Oats (we’re close to “last call”) and 
May 31, 2008 Corn and Soybeans. 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
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Thinking of Tiling or Clearing land? 
 
Don’t forget the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Provi-
sions. Bringing new land into production by clearing trees, 
improving drainage by tiling or dredging are potential 
violations of the HEL/WC rules. Before you begin any land 
conversion project, please come into the county office to file 
form AD-1026. Natural Resources Conservation Service will 
make an evaluation of your land to determine how to manage 
the wet areas of your land most efficiently. Checking ahead of 
time will help keep you eligible for USDA benefits. 

 
 

 
 
 

Farm Bill Update 
 
Wondering why we haven’t started signups for the 2008 pro-
gram yet?  Because the Farm Bill is still tied up in Congress! 
The House passed their version last July, while the Senate’s 
version wasn’t passed until December.  It will now go to a 
U.S. House and Senate Conference Committee to work out 
the differences in the two versions.  Then the compromise 
version of the new bill will again be voted on by the entire 
House and Senate before it’s sent to the President to sign into 
law.  After that, it is published in the Federal Register, and 
programs, procedures, handbooks and forms will have to be 
developed before a signup is announced.  At this point all we 
can do is patiently play a “wait and see game.”   
 

DCP Sign Up? 
 
Again….no word yet.  The DCP program was part of the 
2002 Farm Bill which expired in 2007.  We patiently wait for 
Congress to pass the 2008 Farm Bill, which hopefully will 
contain a commodity program similar to DCP.  As soon as we 
know, you will know. 
 
 
 

Common Land Unit (CLU) Certification 
 
The Monroe FSA staff is continuing to work on correcting the 
CLU maps and updating Farm Records.  We are making good 
progress and appreciate your patience during this long and 
detailed process.  The certification process involves many 
steps including cross referencing existing Farm Records with 
the data from the imagery.  Some records are accurate and 
need very little adjustment, however others need considerable 
adjusting.  We are making the corrections on a farm by farm 
basis.  Land owners and/or operators will receive notification 
of any needed action as we proceed.  Acreage may increase, 
decrease, or stay the same after CLU is certified.  If the acre-
age changes, the change must be recorded in the system to 
ensure that farm records are properly maintained.  
 

More Frequent CRP/CREP Spot Checks 
 
Based on recent spot checks and casual observations by the 
County Office staff and/or NRCS personnel, CRP/CREP 
compliance spot checks will be increased above the required 
minimum 10 per cent effective immediately.  This action is 
necessary due to the higher than normal number of producers 
who have been found non-compliant in following mainte-
nance protocols as outlined in their conservation plan of 
operation.  We are hoping greater diligence on the part of the 
County Office will provide a fairer and more even playing 
field for all who participate in the CRP/CREP programs, as 
well as the incentive for producers to fully comply with their 
contractual maintenance obligations. 
 
As a reminder the following are the producer’s maintenance 
responsibilities for the duration of the CRP or CREP contract. 
 
• Mowing is only allowed once per year between August 1 

and August 20 and then only on the portion(s) of land that 
are in need of maintenance. (Note: Timing exceptions 
can be made on a case-by-case basis with prior ap-
proval of the County Committee).    

 
• NOXIOUS WEEDS MUST BE CONTROLLED. If 

this is necessary prior to August 1, you must request per-
mission, in writing, from the County Committee to mow 
or spray and then ONLY the affected acres.  

 
• Periodic mowing, mowing for cosmetic purposes, and 

mowing for generic weed control are prohibited at all 
times. 

 
• Warm season grasses and wildflowers WILL NOT be 

mowed lower than 12 inches. 
 
If you have any questions about maintenance issues please 
call the office at 734-241-8540, Ext. 2 for clarification and/or 
to make sure you will still be in compliance with your CRP or 
CREP contract provisions. 
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Temporary  
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saying Farewell 
The Monroe County Farm Service Agency sends a heartfelt “thank you” to Karla Frammolino, Program Technician for the 
last 1-1/2 years overseeing Eligibility, Pay Limitation, NAP and Disaster Payments.  Karla has transferred “home” to take a 
similar position in the St. Clair office.  We send along our best wishes to her and hope to fill her vacancy with another  
Program Technician in the very near future.  As for now, Dawn Pluff will take over Karla’s programs. 
 

Controlled Substances 
Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA pay-
ments or benefits. Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants include marijuana, 
opium poppies and other drug producing plants 
 

Special Accommodations 
Special accommodations will be made for the physically impaired, visually or hearing impaired upon request. 
 

Monroe County FSA Office 
1137 S. Telegraph Rd. 
Monroe, MI. 48161-4040 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio-
tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  

DATES TO REMEMBER 
March 15  NAP Sales Closing Date for Spring-Seeded Crops 

March 31 Deadline to Apply for a Marketing Assistance Loan 
for Small Grains  

April 1 Deadline for Filing New Farm Operating Plans 

May 26 Memorial Day (Off ice Closed) 

May 31 Deadline to Apply for a Marketing Assistance Loan 
for Corn and Soybeans 

Continuous Farm Storage Facility Loans 

Continuous Continuous CRP and CREP 
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