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FARM BILL

President Bush has signed a bill submitted by Congress that extends current farm programs until April
18, 2008. This means that the Direct and Counter Cyclical Program has NOT BEEN AUTHORIZED at
this time. The Farm Service Agency is not able to accept sign ups under this legislation.

We will keep you informed of any updates through newsletters, radio announcements, and mailings.

COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS
We’d like to congratulate Ronald Parks for being re-elected to the County Office Committee (COC),
representing producers in Local Administrative Area (LAA) #3.

Ronald Parks - Elected to the COC
Travis Fahley - 1st Alternate to COC
Michelle Lutz - 2nd Alternate to COC

FSA appreciates all of the voters who took the time to complete the election ballot. The County
Committee system works because of your participation.

CROP DISASTER PROGRAM

Beginning October 15, 2007 a Crop Disaster Program (CDP was implemented for Farmers who suffered
quantity losses to 2005, 2006 or 2007 crops from natural disasters. Producer who incurred qualifying
losses in 2005, 2006 or 2007 must choose only one year to apply for benefits. Producers may apply for
benefits for losses on multiple commodities as long as the losses occurred in the same crop year. ONLY
PRODUCERS WHO OBTAINED CROP INSURANCE COVERAGE OR COVERAGE UNDER THE
NONINSURED CROP DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) FOR THE YEAR OF LOSS
WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR CDP BENEFITS. Producers must have suffered a quantity loss in excess of
35 percent to be eligible for CDP. USDA will announce and conduct a CDP signup for quality losses for
the years noted above as soon as possible.

DAIRY DISASTER ASSISTANCE PAYMENT PROGRAM

This program will provide benefits to eligible dairy producers who suffered dairy production losses as a
result of natural disaster occurring during the period of January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2007.
The sign up period runs from March 5, 2008 through May 5, 2008. Any dairy producers who think that
they may have qualifying losses should contact our office for an appointment.

NON INSURED ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

NAP producers are reminded that they are required to file a Notice of Loss within 15 calendar days after
the: 1. disaster occurrence or date damage to the specific crop acreage is apparent to the producer for
yield losses. 2. Final planting date for prevented planting. Remember if you have suffered a loss, you
cannot destroy your crop until an appraisal has been completed. This is true even if you have harvested
some of the acreage of the crop, a post harvest appraisal must be completed.

FARM LOAN PROGRAMS

The Farm Service Agency offers loans for farmers and ranchers to purchase farmland and finance
agricultural operations. FSA loan programs are designed to help farmers who are temporarily unable
to obtain private or commercial credit. For further information about Farm Loans contact our Farm
Loan Manager Phil Sweeney at (810) 664-0895.

FOREIGN INVESTORS

Foreign investors, who buy, sell or hold direct or indirect interest in U.S. agriculture land must report their holdings and transactions to the
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. The reporting requirement became law in 1978 when the Agricultural Foreign Investment Discloser Act
(AFIDA) was signed into law. Failure to timely file an accurate report within 90 days of the transaction to their local FSA office can result in
a penalty with fines up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the agricultural land.

SPECIAL ACCOMODATIONS WILL BE MADE FOR THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED, VISUALLY IMPAIRED OR
HEARING IMPAIRED UPON REQUEST. IF ACCOMODATION IS REQUIRED, CONTACT DEAN E. FORRESTER, AT
810-984-3865 OR dean.forrester@mi.usda.gov.
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SIGNATURE AUTHORITY REQUIREMENT

County Offices are required to verify that a signature authority is on file in the county office before accepting a signature on any program or
related documents on behalf of another. Producers can present evidence of signature authority such as presentation of the original
document, such as corporate charter, bylaws, court orders of appointments, trust agreement, last will and testament, or

articles of partnership. The FSA-211, Power of Attorney form can also be completed to grant signature authority to another individual or
entity. Spouses may sign on behalf of each other for many FSA and CCC programs, unless written notification denying a spouse this
authority has been provided to the county office. This procedure does not apply to the commodity loan, farm loan programs or loan
deficiency program. Producers need to contact the county office for specific signature authority documents needed.

FARM RECORDS - If you have sold or bought land, changed tenants, or rented additional land for 2008, please notify our office so your
records can be updated. Also if you have made any changes to how your farming operation is constituted, (change of operation from an
individual to a corporation, partnership, LLC etc.), please let us know by April 1, 2008 as that is final date to inform our office of the change
for the 2008.

COMMODITY LOANS — Remember it is the responsibility of the producer to maintain the condition of the commodity under loan. Also
please remember to notify us before you move a grain under loan.

MSUE — Producers, Extension and other partners will be again having a Port Huron Farmer’s Market. They will be having Flower days on
May 24" and 31% and on June 7" and 14". They will be opening up for fruit and vegetable growers later in the summer. Any one interested
in participating in this can register online at http://mi.marketmaker.uiuc.edu . This is held down at Desmond’s landing in Port Huron and |
have heard that it was very successful last year.

REMINDERS

e If you changes banks please inform us immediately as we need to update your direct deposit information or any possible payment to
you could be delayed.
e March 31,2008 is the last day to obtain a 2007 wheat loan.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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