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Agriculture Foreign Investment Disclosure Act

The Agriculture Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) of 1978 requires that a
foreign person who acquires, disposes of, or holds an interest in United States
agricultural land must disclose such transactions and holdings to the Secretary of
Agriculture. Foreign persons must file an FSA-153 in the Farm Service Agency
(FSA) Service Center where the land is physically located within 90 days of the date
of the transaction. Failure to report is subject to civil penalty up to 25 percent of
the fair market value of the land on the date the penalty is assessed.

AFIDA reports (FSA-153) are required of the following agricultural land holders:

¢ Entities in which interest is held by 10 percent or more foreign persons or
groups of foreign persons acting in concert

o Entities in which 50 percent interest is held by a group of foreign persons not
acting in concert

¢ Individuals with direct ownership

e Individuals with indirect ownership

e Individuals who are direct holders of leases for 10 years or more.

Agriculture land includes all crop, ranch, forestland and timberland more than 10
acres in size in the aggregate. Land totaling 10 acres or less in the aggregate that
produces annual gross receipts in excess of $1,000 from the sale of farm, ranch, or
timber products must be reported. An FSA-153 is not required of nationals of the
United States, citizens of the Northern Mariana Islands and the Trust Territory of
the Pacific Islands, individuals paroled into the United States under the Immigration
and Nationality Act or permanent residents of the United States who carry a green
card or 1-551. AFIDA is required by 7 CFR Section 781. Contact your local FSA
Service Center for more information.



