Emergency Conservation Program
EC-3 Restoring Permanent Fences

There is cost-share help available for producers to restore or
replace fences that were burned by the recent fires. Fences
that qualify are either boundary or cross fences around or in
cropland or pastureland that is being used for agricultural use.
The amount of cost-share depends on the age of the fence.
There will be a 20 day sign-up period starting October 15, 2007
and ending November 9, 2007.

If you had agricultural use fence that was damaged by the
recent fires please call the office and inquire about this
program.

Crop Disaster Program (CDP) Signup Begins
October 15

CDP provides benefits to farmers who suffered quantity
and quality losses to 2005, 2006, or 2007 crops from natural
disasters if the crop was planted before February 28, 2007,
or in the case of prevented plantings, for crops that would
have been planted before February 28, 2007. Producers who
incurred qualifying losses in 2005, 2006 or 2007 must choose
only one year to apply for benefits. Producers may apply for
benefits for losses to multiple commodities as long as the
losses occurred in the same crop year. Only producers who
obtained crop insurance coverage or coverage under the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the
year of loss will be eligible for CDP benefits.

Producers must have suffered quantity losses in excess of
35 percent to be eligible for CDP.

The payment rate is set at 42 percent of the established
price.

Assistance, together with any crop insurance or NAP
payment received for the same crop and including the value
of the crop production not lost, must not exceed 95 percent of
the total value of the crop absent the disaster.

Farmers may receive a maximum of $80,000 in CDP
benefits.

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status,
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410,
or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."



CRP Payments Begin In October

FSA will begin issuing Conservation
Reserve Program payments to eligible
producers in October, 2007. In Montana,
FSA will issue more than $116.9 million
dollars to eligible CRP participants. The
payments are annual rental payments
earned on 3,480,849 acres enrolled in CRP
in Montana.

OVERVIEW

The Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) is a voluntary program for agricultural
landowners. Through CRP, annual rental
payments and cost-share assistance can be
received to establish long-term, resource-
conserving covers on eligible farmland.

The Commodity Credit Corporation
(CCC) makes annual rental payments
based on the agriculture rental value of the
land, and it provides cost-share assistance
for up to 50 percent of the participant’s
costs in establishing approved conservation
practices. Participants enroll in CRP
contracts for 10 to 15 years.

BENEFITS

CRP protects millions of acres of
American topsoil from erosion and is
designed to safeguard the Nation’s natural
resources. By reducing water runoff and
sedimentation, CRP protects groundwater
and helps improve the condition of lakes,
rivers, ponds, and streams. Acreage
enrolled in the CRP is planted to resource-
conserving vegetative covers, making the
program a major contributor to increased

wildlife populations in many parts of the
country.

National Animal Identification System (NAIS)

Annual Notice of Payment Eligibility
to Producers

FSA program benefits may not be
provided to any producer until the applicable
payment eligibility determinations are made.

A producer will remain ineligible until all
required forms for the specific situation are
provided.

Payment Limitation/Eligibility
determinations may be initiated by the FSA
County Committee or requested by the
producer. Statutory provisions require that
entities earning program benefits provide
FSA with the names, addresses, and ID
numbers for the members of the entity.
Furthermore, entities earning payments
must inform their members of the
requirements for designating “permitted
entities.”

All Payment Eligibility forms (CCC-502)
submitted by a producer are subject to spot
check through the End-of-Year Review
process. Farming operations selected for
an End-of-Year Review will be required to
submit documents to verify their
contributions of capital, land, equipment,
labor, and management.

Individuals, joint operations, or entities
which are determined to be “not actively
engaged in farming,” will be ineligible for
Direct and Counter Cyclical (DCP)
Payments, Loan Deficiency Payments
(LDP’s), Marketing Loan Gains,
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
payments, and possible Disaster related
program payments such as the Crop
Disaster Program (CDP) Payments and the
Quality Loss Program (QLP) Payments.

Spouses may be determined to be two
“Persons” only if this determination is
requested in writing and the applicable
requirements are met by each spouse.

The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) developed policies for implementing NAIS for
protecting U.S. livestock and poultry from potentially devastating pests and diseases through an identification

system that enabled faster response with more precision.

NAIS consists of three components: 1) premise registration, 2) animal identification, and 3) animal tracking.
Premise registration is the foundation of the NAIS and is the first component to be implemented.

Premise registration is voluntary, free, quick, and does not commit producers to participate in the other
components of NAIS. To find out how to register a premise, visit USDA’s NAIS website at

http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/index.shtml.




Rural Youth Loans

FSA makes loans to individual rural youths to establish and operate income-producing projects in
connection with their participation in 4-H clubs, Future Farmers of America, and similar organizations.

Each project must be part of an organized and supervised program of work. The project must be planned
and operated with the help of the organization adviser, produce sufficient income to repay the loan, and provide
the youth with practical business and educational experience.

Who may borrow?
To qualify for a loan, an applicant must:

> Be a citizen of the United States (or a permanent resident), which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin
Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands;

> Be between 10 and 20 years old;

> Live in a town of less than 10,000 residents;

> Be unable to obtain a loan from other sources; and

» Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work, as outlined above.

The project adviser must recommend the project and the loan and agree to provide adequate supervision.
What are some possible projects?

All projects must be a income producing project.

What is the maximum loan amount?

The maximum amount for FSA youth loans is $5,000

What security is required?

Applicants must sign a promissory note and be responsible for repaying the loan. In some cases, a cosigner
may be required. Loan collateral normally consists of items purchased with loan funds.

What are the repayment terms?

The repayment schedule will be worked out with FSA. Payments will be tailored to the type of project for which
the loan was made.

2008 NAP Important Dates
Crop Application Closing Date

Perennial Forage, Mint, Mixed Forage, All Types March 15, 2008

Annual Crops — Both Fall & Spring Seeded Crops: | March 15, 2008
Winter Peas & Rye; Garlic; Wheat Forage; Millet;
Buckwheat; Sorghum Forages

Perennial Fruit (Apples, Cherries, etc.) March 15, 2008
Honey December 1, 2007

COC Election

Ballots for the county committee (COC) election will be mailed to the eligible voters by November
2, 2007. The final date to submit ballots to the FSA county office is December 3. Please vote and
have your voice heard for USDA programs to fit the needs of the local community.
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