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COC ELECTION RESULTS 
 
Congratulations to Eugene Rentschler for being 
re-elected to the Montcalm County FSA Com-
mittee as representative of LAA-2.    
 
FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the 
time to complete the election ballot. The 
County Committee system works only because 
of your participation. 
 
Direct and Counter-Cyclical  
Program (DCP) for 2007 
 
The Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program re-
quires an annual sign-up, between Oct. 1 and 
June 1, to participate in the program.  
 
Appointments are suggested to allow prepara-
tion time in advance due to web based 
computer issues. 
 
Advance payments of 22% may be made for the 
2007 program in any month you select, begin-
ning with December; the final payment will be 
made in October.  After June 1, our office will 
charge a $100.00 late fee per farm to partici-
pate.  
 

Conservation District 07 Tree Sale 
 

The 2007 Spring Tree Seedling Sale order 
forms are ready. A large variety of tree seed-
lings and shrubs are available.  Orders are first 
come, first serve. The deadline for orders is 
March 30, 2007. 
  
To request an order form or to get on the mail-
ing list, call Judy at (989) 831-4212 ext. 3.  
 

Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) 

 
March 15 is the NAP application closing date 

for most 2007 annual crops. Producers who had 
coverage on 2006 NAP crops may choose to con-
tinue coverage on the same crop or crops for 2007, 
if the applicable service fee is submitted by the 
application closing date. If you have a policy on 
NAP crops and have not turned in your produc-
tion, please do so before July 16, 2007.  This is a 
requirement of the NAP program and will help 
establish a more accurate historical yield.  To re-
main compliant in NAP, producers must: 1) file 
acreage reports by July 15, 2007, 2) follow  
HEL and Wetland conservation compliance re-
quirements, 3) file Notice of Loss within 15 days 
of weather damage or within 15 days of the loss 
becoming apparent t o the producer, 4) request 
loss adjustment appraisals if any crop will not be 
harvested or to document production left in the 
field, and 5) provide true and complete production 
records for the unit. 
 

FARM LOAN PROGRAMS 
 
The Farm Service Agency provides credit to agri-
cultural producers unable to secure credit from 
commercial lending sources including: Operating 
Loans, Farm ownership, Beginning farmers, Youth 
loans, Emergency loans and Guarantee loans.   
Contact the Farm Loan Manager, John Anton @    
(616) 527-2098 Ext. 2. 
 

Measurement Service Fee 
Change 

 

The state has adopted a new version of measure-
ment fees from national FSA procedure.  This 
policy will more accurately reflect the costs in-
curred by the agency for services such as 
measuring fields and grain bins. A basic farm visit 
fee will now be $30 plus $16 for the first hour and 
$8 for every 30 minutes after the first hour. Fees 
will include actual time spent traveling, measur-
ing, and calculating.  There will be a charge for a 
minimum of one hour.  The minimum measure-
ment service fee will now be $46.00. 



 2 

   

 
                                                                               
      
 

                            Payment Limitation  
 
The new farm bill adopts a $2.5 million adjusted gross income cap on 
eligibility for participation in farm programs.  

• Direct payment limitation of $40,000 dollars. 
• Counter-cyclical payment limitation of $65,000 dollars. 
• LDP/Market Loan gain is limited to $75,000. 

 
                  HEL and Wetland Compliance 
 
If you plan on clearing, draining, dredging or tile maintenance of any               
kind, you need to file an AD-1026 with our office before you begin.  
Failure to do so could result in the loss of USDA benefits.      
 

                                                             Farm Record Changes 
It is important to keep your farm records up to date by reporting any changes in your farming operation to our office.  Also, 
please let our office know if you have changed banks, as this causes a delay in you receiving payments timely. 
 
                                                         Foreign Farm Owners Reporting Rule 
Foreign owners of agriculture land in the U.S.A. must report their holdings, acquisitions, dispositions, leases of 10 years or 
more within 90 days to the Farm Service Agency.  Failure to do so could result in civil penalties up to 25% of the property’s 
fair market value. 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.  
 

Dates to Remember 

  

October 1 2007 Direct & Counter-Cyclical 
Program (DCP) Sign-up Began 

February 19  FSA Office Closed in Observance 
of Presidents Day 

Continues Farm Storage Facility Loans 

Continues Continuous Conservation 
Reserve Program (CCRP) 

June 1 2007 Direct & Counter Cyclical 
Program (DCP) Sign-up Ends 
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