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    Make a Difference 
 
From now through Aug. 1, farmers and 
ranchers can nominate eligible peers as 
candidates for election to the Montgomery 
County Farm Service Agency county 
committee. 
 
This is an important time for the commu-
nity because county committee members 
make decisions that have significant ef-
fects on you and the area’s agricultural 
sector as a whole. For example, committee 
members help make decisions necessary to 
administer federal farm programs offered.  
County committees make decisions on 
agricultural issues such as commodity 
price support loans and payments, conser-
vation programs and disaster payments.  
      
To hold office as a county committee 
member, a person must meet basic eligi-
bility requirements. Contact the county 
office staff or visit 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/
elections for details about candidate eligi-
bility. Nomination forms can be obtained 
at the county office or online at the above 
address.  
 
Remember, the nomination period runs 
now through Aug. 1. Voting takes place in 
the fall. Ballots will be mailed to eligible 
voters by Nov. 3. Dec. 4 is the last day to 
return voted ballots to the county office. 
Newly elected committee members and 
alternates take office Jan.1, 2007.   
 
Make a Difference: Nominate and Vote! 
     
    

  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Acreage Reporting 
(Deadline – July 31st) 
 
To avoid late filing fees be sure 
and report your crops by the 
deadline. 
 
Deadline is July 31st to file 
acreage reports on all other 
crops except for small grains 
such as (wheat, oats & barley) 
which was June 30th. 
 
Call for an appointment today 
to avoid waiting and be sure to 
have your planting dates with 
you. 
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On December 23, 1985, 
President Reagan 
signed the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985, which 
created CRP. FSA con-
ducted the first CRP 
signup in March 1986, 
enrolling 753,668 acres 
under 9,407 CRP-1’s.  
Since then, CRP’s goals 
and accomplishments 
have broadened con-
siderably. Today, CRP 
is widely regarded as a 
key program achieving 
multiple environmental 
and societal benefits 
through voluntary, pri-
vate-land stewardship 
and cooperative con-
servation. With nearly 
36 million acres en-
rolled, CRP has 
become the largest 
public-private conserva-
tion partnership in 
America. 
 

   
 

   
CRP (Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram) Cover Maintenance  
 
You are required to maintain your 
Conservation Reserve Program acres 
according to the conservation plan you 
agreed to with the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service.  You need to 
make sure you: 
 
*  Have adequate approved vegetative 
cover to control erosion for the con-
tract period 
 
*  Control weeds and other types of 
undesirable vegetation.   In doing sev-
eral status reviews we have been 
finding a lot of multiflora rose which is 
considered a noxious weed and these 
must be controlled to avoid penalties. 
 
*  If you need to do any maintenance 
within the primary nesting period of 
May 1st – July 15th you will need to 
contact our office before doing so. 
 
Please keep in mind mowing for 
cosmetic purposes are prohibited.  
That is why it is important to review 
your conservation plan and talk to 
NRCS if you think undesirable plant 
species are invading your CRP land.  
 
    
 
REMINDER TO PRODUCERS THAT 
WANT TO CONDUCT BURNING ON 
THEIR CRP: 
THEY NEED TO CHECK WITH TOM 
WESTHOFF, NRCS or FSA prior to 
burning.  It is highly recommended that 
you obtain a burn plan due to safety 
concerns.  ALSO check about new 
dates that you can burn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s Not Too Late 
 
…to sign-up for the 2006 (DCP) Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Payment Program, but 
having missed the June 1 deadline will cost 
you a late-filing fee of $100 per farm. 
 
You have until September 30, 2006 to 
signup for 2006 DCP. 
 
Remember, when signing the 2006 con-
tract, contract shares should correspond 
with (1) the shares and risk and (2) control 
of base acreage reported on acreage reports.
Succession to contract shares for 2006 must 
be reported and new contracts signed no 
later than September 30, 2006 to avoid 
having to repay payments. 
 
If you have bought, sold or are renting dif-
ferent land, make sure you report the 
changes to the office as soon as possible so 
farm records can be updated.  For farm 
ownership changes you will need to pro-
vide a recorded deed or recorded land 
contract.  All landowners must furnish their 
tax ID numbers.  Remember, failure to 
maintain accurate records with FSA on all 
land you have an interest in can lead to 
possible program ineligibility and fines if 
you are participating in farm programs. 
 
Preventing Fraud, Waste  
The Farm Service Agency and Risk Manage-
ment Agency are partners in preventing fraud, 
waste and abuse in the Federal Crop Insurance 
Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, 
assist RMA and insurance providers by moni-
toring crop conditions throughout the growing 
season. In addition, FSA will refer all suspected 
cases of fraud, waste and abuse to RMA. 
 
Producers can report suspected cases to the 
county office staff, RMA or the Office of the 
Inspector General. 
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Farm Reconstitutions 
 
In Farm Service Agency terms, farms are 
constituted to group all tracts having the same 
owner and the same operator under one farm 
number.  When changes in ownership or 
operation take place, a farm reconstitution or 
sometimes we use the term “recon” is the 
process of combining or dividing farms or 
tracts of land based on the farming operation. 
 
The final date to request a reconstitution to be 
effective for the current year (2006) is August 
1, 2006.  If DCP payments have already been 
made they would need to be refunded or we 
would make the recon effective for 2007. 
 
There are different methods used when doing 
a farm recon.  They are listed below: 
 
 Estate Method — the division of bases, 

allotments and quotas for a parent farm 
among heirs in settling an estate;  

 
 Designation of Landowner Method — may 

be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or 
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm 
is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm 
ownership is transferred to two or more 
persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or own-
ership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to 
two or more persons; or (6) tract owner-
ship is transferred to two or more persons. 
This method cannot be used to divide al-
lotments or quotas, if the parent farm is 
located in two or more counties and the al-
lotments and quotas cannot be transferred 
from one county to another by sale, lease 
or owner. In order to use this method the 
land sold must have been owned for at 
least three years, or a waiver granted, and 
the buyer and seller must sign a Memoran-
dum of Understanding;  

 
 Default Method -— the division of bases 

for a parent farm with each tract maintain-
ing the bases attributed to the tract level 
when the reconstitution is initiated in the 
system. 

 
  DCP Cropland Method — the division of 

bases in the same proportion that the DCP 
cropland for each resulting tract relates to 
the DCP cropland on the parent tract. 

 
FSA Farm Loans 
 
The Farm Service Agency makes both direct 
and guaranteed farm ownership and operating 
loans to family-size farmers and ranchers who 
cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank, 
Farm Credit System institution or other lender. 
FSA loans can be used to purchase land, 
livestock, equipment, feed, seed and supplies. 
The loans can also be used to construct build-
ings or make farm improvements. 
 
If you’re having trouble getting commercial 
credit, check with our Farm Loan Manager, 
Mark Mudd 573-592-1400 about eligibility, as 
well as maximum loan amounts, rates, term 
and use of proceeds. 
 
         If you have Internet access, visit              
    http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafl/default.htm  
         to learn more about FSA loans. 
 
Commodity Loans & LDP (Loan Deficiency 
Payments) 
 
Commodity loans can be a great marketing 
tool and if prices are low LDP’s may be avail-
able. 
To be eligible for a commodity loan or LDP, 
you must have complied with the following 
items: 
* Grown the crop 
* Reported your crop acres 
* Have beneficial interest in the crop.  This  
   means you have title, risk and control of the 
   crop. 
* You must be in compliance with HELC   
   (Highly erodible lands conservation) and  
   WC(wetland conservation) provisions 
* Must not be delinquent on any Federal non- 
   tax debt 
* Must meet AGI (adjusted gross income)  
   provisions 
The commodity must meet the following 
guidelines: 
*  Be in existence and in a storable condition 
*  Be merchantable for food or feed 
*  Not be substituted or purchased 
Check with our office for more details. 
 
Prior to harvest if in doubt be sure and 
check with our office to make sure you have 
correct paperwork completed for LDP’s 
(Loan Deficiency Payments). 
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 Be sure and let our office 
know of address change, so 
that you will receive 
notifications timely. 
 
 
 
 

 j 

 

Dates to Remember 

July 31 
Deadline to report all 
crops except small 
grains 

Aug. 1 Deadline to submit 
COC nomination forms 

Aug. 1 
Final date to request 
farm reconstitution for 
current fiscal year 

Sept. 30 Final date for 2006 
DCP contract revisions 

 
Visit our Web site at: 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mo 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or 
marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 
Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 
(voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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