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June 2009 

 
County Committee Election 
  
Overview   
The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) county committees is important to ALL 
farmers and ranchers with large or small operations. It is 
crucial that every eligible producer participate in these 
elections because FSA county committees are a link 
between the agricultural community and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
 
Committee members are a critical component of the 
operations of FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs 
at the local level. Farmers and ranchers who serve on 
committees help with the decisions necessary to 
administer the programs in their counties. They work to 
make FSA agricultural programs serve the needs of local 
producers. 
 
Committees provide local input on:  Commodity price 
support loans and payments; Conservation programs; 
Incentive, indemnity and disaster payments for some 
commodities; and Emergency programs.  
 
FSA committees operate within official regulations 
designed to carry out federal laws. Committee members 
apply their judgment and knowledge to make local 
decisions.  
 
 

 
Committees are comprised of 3-5 members each from a 
different geographical area called a Local Administrative  
Area. (LAA).  One committee member is selected from 
each LAA and serving a 3 year term.  Generally only one 
LAA election is conducted each year.  Included in this 
newsletter is a map of the state with the LAA highlighted 
that will be conducting the election.   
  
Election Period 
June 15, 2009 - Nomination period begins. A nomination 
form is included in this newsletter for your convenience.  
You may also request nomination forms from the local 
USDA Service Center or obtain online at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov under News & Events/County 
Committee Elections.  
August 3, 2009 - Last day to file nomination forms at the 
local USDA Service Center. 
November 6, 2009 - Ballots mailed to eligible voters. 
December 7, 2009 - Last day to return voted ballots to the 
USDA Service Center. 
January 1, 2010 - Newly elected committee members 
take office. 
  
Who Can Vote   
Agricultural producers of legal voting age can vote if they 
participate or cooperate in any FSA program and have 
their farm administered in the LAA holding the election. A 
person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and 
conducts the farming operations of an entire farm can also 
vote. More information about voting eligibility requirements 



 

 

can be found in the FSA fact sheet titled "FSA County 
Committee Election - Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as 
a County Committee Member." Producers may contact 
their local USDA Service Center for more information. 
 
Nominations   
To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign 
nomination form FSA-669A. The form includes a 
statement that the nominee agrees to serve if elected. 
This form is available at USDA Service Centers and online 
at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov under News & Events/County 
Committee Elections.  
 
Nomination forms for the 2009 election must be 
postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center 
by close of business on Aug. 3, 2009. 
 
Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in an 
FSA program may be nominated for candidacy for the 
committee. Individuals may nominate themselves or 
others as a candidate. Additionally, organizations 
representing minority and women farmers or ranchers 

may nominate candidates. The nominee must reside in 
the county or multi-county jurisdiction. 
  
Don't Miss Out on Voting 
Ballots will be mailed to voters by Nov. 6, 2009, and must 
be returned to the FSA county office or postmarked by 
Dec. 7, 2009. Eligible voters may contact their local FSA 
county office before the final date to return ballots if they 
do not receive a ballot. 
  
For More Information 
For more information about FSA county committees, visit 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov on the World Wide Web or your 
local USDA Service Center 
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