
 

Results of Daviess County Committee Elections 
Becky Walker was elected as the committee person for Local Administrative Area 1 which covers all of eastern 
Daviess County north of Hwy 54 East.  Richard (Doc) Hagan was elected 1st alternate and Wayne Rhodes was elected 
2nd alternate.  Becky Walker will serve with Frank Schadler and Sylvester Fischer on the Daviess County Farm Service 
Agency Committee.  Ruby McFarland continues to serve as committee advisor. 
 
Land Clearing Restrictions 
Sod busting and Swamp busting rules have been with us since 1985; however, we still have a few incidents where 
people don’t understand there are restrictions on converting land to crop production.  Before you clear any land, you 
should contact the Farm Service Agency.  In partnership with Natural Resources & Conservation Service, we will tell 
you if the land is classified as a wetland or highly erodible. 
 
It is possible to crop highly erodible land with an approved conservation plan such as no till; however, wetlands should 
not be disturbed to allow production of a crop.  Aerial digital photography helps identify where trees have been 
removed and crop production is taking place.  Don’t risk losing your USDA benefits by violating the rules related to 
conservation compliance. 
 
Deceased Persons and Estates 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) recently completed a review of FSA payments to estates and deceased 
individuals.  The review revealed many FSA offices failed to document why an estate remained open more than 2 years 
after a person died.  For estates of duration greater than 2 program years after the program year in which the individual 
dies, the county committee must determine, based upon producer information that the estate has proven that it is active 
for the current year, and the executor or administrator is making the required reports to the court.  Consequently, our 
office will be asking executors of estates to provide documentation that explains why the estate remains open.  This 
rule only applies to true estates and not trusts. 
 
Partnership and Entity Organizational Papers 
Our office pays many general partnerships, corporations, limited liability companies, and trusts.  Our county committee 
must determine that these partnerships and entities are eligible for payment under “actively engaged in farming” rules 
and a “separate person” for payment purposes.  We need organization papers, articles of incorporation, operating 
agreements, trust agreements and resolutions stating who the members are, their percentage of shares, and who has 
signature authority for the entity.  Much of our documentation is incomplete, and we have been contacting people to 
provide us with this information.  If you are contacted concerning this lack of documentation, please feel free to ask 
additional questions. 
 
Revised Soil Rental Rates for Conservation Reserve Program 
Producers may want to take a second look at the Conservation Program because soil rental rates have increased 
approximately 44%.  Currently, the only CRP practices available are ones under the continuous CRP sign up which 
include field borders, filter strips, riparian buffer strips, grassed waterways, and shallow water areas for wildlife.  A 
farmer receives annual rental payments for retiring the land from agricultural production for a period of ten to fifteen 
years.  Furthermore, the participant receives 50% cost share to establish the practice and a practice incentive payment 
equal to 40% of the eligible installation cost.  An up front signing incentive payment equal to $100/acre is available to 
participants who enroll certain practices. 
 
To be eligible for CRP, the land must have been row cropped four years out of the six year period 1996 to 2001, and 
the land must have been owned at least one year.  There are some exceptions to these requirements so please contact us 
for additional information. 
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Hours 
Monday - Friday 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
County Committee 
Frank Schadler III 
Sylvester Fischer 
Becky Walker 
 
Advisor 
Ruby McFarland 
 
County Committee 
meets 3rd Thursday of 
each month @ 8:00  
a.m. 
 
Staff 
Dan Styke, CED 
Holly Askin, PT 
Sissy Baker, PT 
Jennifer Blandford, PT 
Naomi Brown, PT 
Valerie Evans, PT 
Laura Howell, PT 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
Joe Wathen, FLM 
Kathy Hazelwood, FLM 
Deniece Byrd, FLO 
Teresa Roberts, PT 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 
program and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or 
part of an individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance program.  (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  
Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of 
program information ( Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TDD).  To file a complaint of 
Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or 
(202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
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Freedom of Information Requests 
The most common information request our office receives is the request for aerial photocopies.  The owner, operator, or tenant is allowed to have these 
maps; however, an outside party is not allowed to have maps unless the owner gives their written consent.  Even with the written consent, the requestor 
must pay $1.00/aerial photocopy.  If you are working with a contractor who needs your farm photocopy or other information, you should either request 
the information yourself and give it to the contractor or complete a written consent for release of the information prior to the contractor’s request. 
 
Map Revisions 
FSA is working to correct field boundaries where it is obvious from the 2007 crop report and 2006 imagery that our boundaries are incorrect.  The 
corrections will result in cropland changes on affected farms.  Revised photocopies will be mailed to farms where changes have taken place. 
 
Hay and Pasture Loss 
Drought conditions have reduced the supply of hay and pasture in our area.  FSA has a program called the Non Insured Assistance Program (NAP) that 
covers losses due to a natural disaster for crops where insurance is not available such as hay, pasture, fruits, and vegetables etc.  NAP covers losses in 
excess of 50% at 55% of the established price.  March 1st 2008 is the deadline to apply for NAP coverage on hay and pasture.  The application fee is 
$100/pay crop type.  The fee covers all your acreage of the crop planted in the county.  The key to making NAP work is keeping good records of your 
hay production to establish an actual production history yield.  Contact our office for additional information. 
 
Crop Disaster Program 
Producers who had crop insurance or NAP coverage may be eligible for disaster assistance for one of the crop years 2005, 2006, or 2007.  Disaster 
benefits include compensation for losses in excess of 35% of the expected production at 42% of the established market price.  For this disaster program, 
the applicant must have had crop insurance in the disaster year; therefore, non insured producers need not apply.  A deadline for this program has not 
been established yet.  Call the office for an appointment if you believe you are eligible for this program. 
 
Commodity Loans 
The 2007 commodity loan rate for Daviess County is $2.12/bu on corn and $5.19/bu on soybeans.  Producers who place their grain under government 
loan are reminded that prior to removing the grain from the bin, an authorization must be obtained from the FSA office.  A producer has the option of 
paying the loan off with personal funds prior to removal of the grain or having the grain elevator cut a check to FSA out of the proceeds from the sale of 
the grain. May 31st is the deadline to apply for 2007 corn, soybean and sorghum commodity loans. 
 
Office Closed Wednesday Mornings 
The Daviess County FSA office is closed on Wednesday mornings until noon.  FSA utilizes this time to conduct staff meetings, receive training, and 
issue payments.  Customers are welcome to call or visit the office on Wednesdays for emergencies and other business that requires immediate action.  
Thank you for allowing FSA time to conduct business without interruption. 
 
Conservation Reserve Program Maintenance 
CRP participants are reminded that annual cosmetic mowing of the entire CRP acreage is not permitted.  An area may be mowed only once during a 
two year period.  All  mowing operations shall cease between May 15th and August 1st in order to avoid interference with grassland bird nesting 
activities.  Control of undesirable plants such as Johnson grass, Thistles, Multiflora Rose, and other noxious species may be allowed at anytime if 
herbicides are the sole control method.  No haying or grazing is allowed on CRP acreage unless authorized under emergency conditions or managed 
haying and grazing with a revised conservation plan of operations.  The participant is responsible for maintaining the established practices according to 
the CRP or CREP conservation plan of operation throughout the contract period.  This responsibility includes excluding livestock and controlling soil 
erosion along with controlling diseases, insects, undesirable plants, and noxious weeds to a level that does not adversely affect the long-term 
sustainability of the established species or that poses offsite drift problems.  The participant should make periodic checks of the enrolled acreage to 
assure that all practices are functioning properly. 
 
Livestock Compensation Program 
Many livestock producers have already applied for the Livestock Compensation Program (LCP).  This program compensates livestock producers or 
grazing losses that occurred either in the 2005 or 2007 drought.  Producers should be prepared to give a headcount of livestock they owned as of 
February 1, 2005 or Feb 1, 2007, and these same livestock should have been owned during some part of the grazing period (April 7 thru November 15).  
Applicants will identify pasture fields and the number of days cattle grazed on these pastures during the application process.  The national payment rate 
represents 61% of the cost for corn needed to maintain the specific livestock for 30 days as determined by the Farm Service Agency.  A deadline for 
this program has not been established yet. 
 
Dates to Remember 
 
January 21st 

Closed Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday 

 
March 15th 

Nap Sales Closing Date for  
Annual  Vegetable Crops 

 
May 31st  

2007 Corn, Soybean and Sorghum 
 Crop Application Deadline 

 
February 18th 

Closed in Observance of 
President’s Holiday 

 
March 15th 

Crop Insurance Sales  Closing 
Date for Spring Seeded Crops 

 
May 31st 

Deadline to Report Wheat and 
 Other Small Grain Acreage 

May 1 Nap Sales Closing Date  
for Forage Crops 

 
March  31st 

2007 Wheat Crop Loan 
 Application Deadline 

 


