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UPCOMING COUNTY COMMITTEE 

ELECTION 
 
Local Administrative Area 2 (LAA), Community B, 
will be electing a new County Committee 
representative in this year’s upcoming election.  
Incumbent Charles Edwards is term-limited to a certain 
amount of time and that time will expire on December 
31, 2006.  LAA is basically the western third of 
Grayson County.  There will be three individuals on the 
ballot to replace Charles and the one with the most 
votes will serve a three-year term in office.  An 
individual is limited to serving three consecutive 3-year 
terms, or nine years.  The nominees, in alphabetical 
order, will be Richard Armstrong.  Ricky is a farmer in 
the Concord community.  Also on the ballot will be 
Fran Brooks.  Fran and her husband Donald operate a 
farm in the Pine Knob community.  The final name 
appearing on this year’s ballot for Community B will 
be Randall Langley.  Randy operates a farm in the 
Short Creek community.  All three of these individuals 
would make a fine County Committee representative.  
We encourage in the strongest terms possible each 
eligible voter to select the candidate of their choice and 
participate in this year’s election. 
 
 
FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN PROGRAM 

 
The 2006 harvest is rolling in and it appears that might 
be some market upside in the spring of 2007.  Wouldn’t 
it be great if you could just store that grain until the 
price rebounds and get a few more cents profit per 
bushel?  Let FSA help you acquire that option with the 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFL).  The 
FSFL will finance 85 percent of the cost of erecting a 
grain bin, silage bunk, or corn crib.  You pay 15 percent 
down; we finance the balance at a low fixed rate over a 
seven year period with annual payments.  In today’s 
volatile agriculture markets, it just makes good sense to 
maintain the maximum control over your marketing 
decisions, and one of the best ways to do that is to 
acquire on-farm storage.  The FSFL will only finance 
new equipment, but we can finance new equipment for 
existing bins that will be used in a renovation, such as 
new bolts, a new drying floor, a stir-all, air and heat 
equipment, or a fixed auger.  

FSA OUTREACH TO OUR COMMUNITY 
 
FSA’s mission is, by and large, one of administration.  
We deliver federal farm programs to eligible producers 
with farming interests in Grayson County.  But the staff 
of your local FSA office lives in Grayson County; this 
is our community as well.  The USDA encourages us to 
participate in community outreach and we do this in 
various ways.  For instance, this year FSA set up an 
information table at the Grayson County Agricultural 
Fair.  The information was targeted towards the youth 
that was participating in the fair, but there was quite a 
bit of current program data available also.  FSA 
annually supports the Farmer Appreciation Day at 
Wilson and Muir Bank and will do so again this year.  
We will be accepting votes in our upcoming County 
Committee election at this year’s event.  We are now in 
the tenth year of our annual Harvest of the Heart food 
drive.  This is the centerpiece of our community 
outreach and is a source of great pride.  Working with 
county schools and churches, the USDA agencies 
(FSA, NRCS, and RD) have collected tons of non-
perishable food items for distribution to those in need.  
We urge you to participate through your church in this 
year’s effort.  In a land of plenty, it is unforgivable that 
any should go hungry.  FSA staff is available to work 
with your organization to help promote and inform 
Grayson County agriculture.  Call on us if we help 
support your efforts. 
 
 

NAP OFFERS OPPORTUNITY FOR FORAGE 
 
In another section of this newsletter, you will find some 
information about the Non-insured Assistance Program 
(NAP).  This program is designed to provide risk 
management options for producers of crops that are not 
covered by conventional crop insurance.  These crops 
would include aquaculture products such as prawns, 
finfish, and catfish; fruits and vegetables; and forage, 
both hay and pasture.  Although the coverage is low 
level and designed to protect against catastrophic  
losses, it can be used to provide very meaningful risk 
protection.  First off, the coverage is cheap.  The cost is 
$100 per crop and is not acreage-limited.  A producer 
will pay no more than $300 per county and $900 for all 
counties for NAP coverage.  The angle on NAP that 
offers opportunity is the fact that coverage is based on 
actual yields.  If you are a high quality forage producer 
of alfalfa or timothy hay and you are doing a good job 
of producing, your yield will likely elevate to the point 
that your NAP coverage will be quite significant.  Give 
it a look.  At $100 a pop, it is simply makes sense. 
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Dates to Remember 
TTPP Payments January, 2007 
DCP Signup December, 2006 
DCP Advance $ December, 2006 
NAP Forage 
Sales Closing 
Date (Mixed 
Hay, Pasture) 

March 1, 2007 

NAP Alfalfa 
Sales Closing 
Date 

March 15, 2007 

“The people who get on this world are the people 
who get up and look for the circumstances they 
want and, if they can’t find them, make them.” 
 
“Many times, the difference between failure and 
success is doing something nearly right…or doing 
it exactly right.” 

 

2002 GRAYSON COUNTY CENSUS 
 
Number of farms: 1,650 
 
Land in farms: 233,136 acres 
 
Average Farm Size: 141 acres 
 
Market Value of Production: 
Total…$31,642,000 
Crop Sales…$7,548,000 
Livestock Sales…$24,094,000 
 
Market Value of Production, Average 
Per Farm:    $19,177 
 
Government Payments: $1,818,000 
 
Government Payments, Average Per 
Farm:  $3,329 
 
Top Livestock Inventories (number): 
Cattle and Calves….39,443 
Hogs and Pigs……..  6,412 
Milk Cows………..   2,175 
 
 
Top Crop Items (acres): 
Soybeans……….7,625 
Corn for Grain….6,349 
Corn for Silage…1,554 
Tobacco………..   953 
 
Total Production Expenses, Average Per 
Farm: $18,961 
 
Net Cash Income, Average Per Farm: 
$2,927 
 
Average Age of Principal Operator: 54.7 
 
Farms by Size: 
1 to 9 acres………….97 
10 to 49 acres……….399 
50 to 179 acres……...802 
180 to 499 acres…….281 
500 to 999 acres…….57 
1,000 acres up………14 
 
 

CRP MAINTENANCE ISSUES 
 
Remember…no harvest of any type can 
occur on CRP acreage; no hay, no seed, 
no pasture.  Do not mow CRP acreage 
prior to August 1, which is the end of 
the primary nesting season.  Do not clip 
all of your CRP acreage unless you 
receive express clearance to do so from 
FSA and NRCS.  A good formula is 
moving a band around the field 
boundary, and then mowing 50 percent 
of the interior on alternating years.  This 
leaves sufficient wildlife habitat.

STATE AND NATIONAL RANKINGS 
 
 
ITEM 
 
Total value of ag products sold ($1,000)… 
 
Value of crops… 
 
Value of livestock, including poultry… 
 
Tobacco… 
 
Grain… 
 
Poultry and Eggs… 
 
Cattle and Calves… 
 
Milk and Dairy Products… 
 
Hogs and Pigs… 
 
Sheep and Goats… 
 
Horses and Ponies… 
 
Aquaculture… 
 
 

FSA RESTRUCTURING EFFORT 
CONTINUES ACROSS THE STATE 

   
The face of agriculture in Kentucky has 
been changing over the last few decades 
and with the exit of government 
involvement in the burley tobacco program 
that change has accelerated recently.  The 
scope and direction of FSA farm programs 
will once again be thoroughly discussed as 
a new farm bill is formulated by Congress 
to take effect in 2008.  However, the 
biggest change in your local FSA office 
has not been the loss of the tobacco 
program or the change in farm programs; it 
has been an increase in technology.  FSA 
is rapidly approaching the completion of 
its migration from in-house computer 
systems to a web-based platform for 
program administration.  Add to this the 
ongoing implementation of GIS/GPS 
technology and we are seeing FSA offices 
with more capability to serve producers 
more efficiently and more effectively.  
Along with this step up in capability, it is 
also becoming apparent that a single office 
can serve a larger area and still not 
inconvenience the farmers it serves.  As of 
this date, the Grayson County FSA office 
is scheduled to remain where it is, as it is, 
and serving only Grayson County farmers.  
With your support and participation, we 
hope to maintain our presence in this 
fashion for years to come.

OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 
 
                                 (of 120)           (of 3,078) 
QUANTITY STATE  NAT. 
 
$31,642  34  1,653 
 
$7,548  52  1,842 
 
$24,094  22  1,133 
 
$3,436  51  139 
 
$2,654  35  1,469 
 
$10,048  17  450 
 
$8,337  28  1,125 
 
$3,820  24  739 
 
$1,194  16  827 
 
$64  15  1,092 
 
$568  26  316 
 
$25  14  811 
 
 

2007 WHEAT CROP REPORTS 
 
The wheat you sow in the fall of 2006 will be 
harvested in 2007; therefore it is considered 
2007-crop wheat.  It is important to report 
your wheat acreage to keep your farm record 
complete.  It is also important to know what 
the “intended use” of your wheat is when you 
report it to FSA.  You have until May 31 to 
report your 2007 wheat acreage to FSA, so be 
sure you know the intended use when you 
report.  If you are not sure, wait until you can 
better assess the crop prospects before 
reporting your wheat acreage.


