
 
 

Committee Member Re-Elected 
 

The Simpson County Committee Election ballots were counted on Wednesday, December 5, at the USDA 
Service Center.  Ballots returned consisted of approximately 32 percent of eligible voters in Local Administrative 
Area 1 that includes the communities Blackjack, Hillsdale, Temperance, Gold City and Hickory Flat. 
 
Kristie Stratton was re-elected to a three year term that begins on January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2010.  
Mary Beth Belveal was elected as 1st alternate to the committee.  Eligible producers may serve 3 consecutive 3 
year terms before eligibility expires.  Katherine McCutchen has been re-appointed to serve as COC advisor for 
another year.  Her term begins March 1, 2008 through February 28, 2009.   
 

Daily Radio Show 
 

If you want to “catch up” on all the news at FSA, listen to 1220 WFKN Monday through Friday at 7:50 a.m.  
We provide daily market rates, program information, deadlines for program participation and all related news 
that farmers may need to be better informed and up-to-date.  We may also provide news that is totally irrelevant 
to FSA, but is entertaining.  If anybody has any suggestions for the show or wants to report a birthday, 
anniversary or any other event, feel free to contact the office and we will get it on the show.   
 

Public Meeting Held 
 

The FSA Office would like to thank all the producers who turned out for the public meeting on Dec. 3. 40 
producers attended the meeting that featured speaker Joe Cain, Director, National Affairs and Political 
Education for Kentucky Farm Bureau, who spoke about the legislative process of the proposed farm bill and the 
components that may be included in the upcoming farm bill that is being debated by Congress. 

 
Pesticide Applicator Training 

 
The Simpson County Extension Office has scheduled two private pesticide applicator certification trainings at 
the Extension Office.  The first training will be January 24 at 8:30 a.m. and the second training will be February 
19 at 6:30 p.m. at the Extension Office.  If you can’t attend one of these meetings, you may come by the 
Extension Office anytime between 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. (with the exception of 11:30-12:30) and take the test 
to obtain your card. 

Innovative Tobacco Grower’s Program 
 

The Innovative Tobacco Grower’s Program (ITGP) is for tobacco growers who are planning to stay in tobacco 
production and would like to enhance the profitability of their tobacco enterprise.  Growers completing the  
Program can expect to gain a better understanding of how tobacco plants grow and develop, and how 
management decisions impact growth, yield and profitability.  This program is open to any interested tobacco 
grower. Each session will be held at the Extension Office of the respective counties:   Session 1-January 22 
Warren County; Session 2-February 7 Simpson County; Session 3-February 28 (Burley Tobacco) Allen County 
and February 29-(Dark Tobacco) Logan County.  Sessions will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and lunch 
will be provided for participants.  For more information, call the Simpson Co. Extension Office at 586-4484. 
 
 
 

  
Franklin FSA  
Service Center 
1300 Bluegrass Rd 
Franklin, KY 42134 
270-586-4732 (phone) 
270-586-1761 (fax) 
Kyfranklin-
fsa@one.usda.gov 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Kristie Stratton 
Joe Cushenberry 
J P Robertson 
Katherine McCutchen 
 
County Committee 
meets  
1st Tuesday  
 
Staff 
David Burch, CED 
Linda Pennington, PT 
Myra Johnson, PT 
Pat Brown, PT 
Mallory Bond, Temp 
 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 
program and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or 
part of an individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance program.  (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  
Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of 
program information ( Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TDD).  To file a complaint of 
Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or 
(202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
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SIMPSON COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
 
LIME PROGRAM 
 
The Simpson County Conservation District received approval from the Kentucky Agricultural Development Board for 
$100,000 to be distributed to Simpson County farmers to purchase lime.  This money was part of Simpson County’s 
share of the Phase I tobacco settlement funds. 
 
The Simpson County Agricultural Development Council had recommended that funds be used for this purpose.  
However, the application had to be approved by the State Board before funds could be dispersed.  Maintaining the 
proper pH on soils by providing adequate amounts of lime increases crop and pasture yields and make fertilizer use 
more efficient. 
 
About $52,000 of this money has now been paid directly to Simpson County farmers to reimburse part of the cost of 
their lime.  Farmers could get a grant that would pay up to $5.50 per ton with a max of 100 tons per person.  There 
were 181 farms approved for grants.  This program has been administered with great success. 
 
Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) 
 
NRCS reports that five applications for EQIP have been awarded funding for 2008.  For these contracts 
a practice must be applied within 12 months of approval in order to maintain compliance with 
provisions of contract. 
 
Total projected cost-share assistance for the five projects is $21,073.00.  If operators and landowners 
have any questions about EQIP, call Gary Lillard, District Conservationist, at 586-5914 Extension 3. 
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