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    County Committee Election
 
Producers in Local Administrative Area 2 
(LAA 2) will be electing a new representative 
to the Simpson County FSA Committee 
beginning November 3, 2006 through 
December 4, 2006.  Ballots will be mailed on 
November 3, 2006 to all known eligible 
voters.  Ballots must be returned or 
postmarked no later than December 4, 2006. 
 
LAA 2 has been represented by Mark 
Andrews for the past 15 years and he has 
done a remarkable job and has well 
represented the producers in his area as well 
as all producers in Simpson County.  Due to 
term limits of three consecutive terms 
imposed by Congress, Mark is ineligible to 
serve.  The newly elected COC member will 
begin serving January 1, 2007 for three years.
 
Producers nominated for election are Jeff 
Burr, Joe Cushenberry and Mike Carter. 
 

Voter Eligibility 
 
Farm owners, operators, tenants, and 
sharecroppers of legal voting age can vote if 
they are eligible to take part in any FSA 
program.  You must live in LAA 2 ( or have 
a farming interest there) in order to vote in 
this election.  If you have participated in FSA 
programs in the past, you should 
automatically receive a ballot in the mail.  If 
you do not receive a ballot, contact the FSA 
office immediately to obtain one. 
 
Remember that voting eligibility is not 
limited by the size of operation or type of 
production.  It does not matter if you farm on 
a small or large scale, your vote counts the 
same in the FSA Election Process. 
 

The Ballot 
 
When voting, circle ONLY ONE name and 
return ballot in SIGNED envelope. 

 

Daily Radio Show 
 

Each day, Monday through Friday at 7:50 
AM on 1220 WFKN-AM in Franklin, FSA 
provides a live show to inform producers of 
upcoming programs, program participation 
and deadlines,  eligibility information and 
daily LDP rates.  We also provide 
entertainment and useless information too.   
 
If you have any suggestions to make the 
program better and more informative, please 
contact the office and let us know.  Of 
course, we may use your suggestions or we  
may totally ignore them, depending on our 
mood for that day, but we do want to hear 
from you.  We also provide comedy on our 
show too! 
 
We also would like to express our 
appreciation to Jane Jones at Farm Credit 
Services for sponsoring the program.  She is 
a huge supporter of FSA and the radio 
program itself. 
 

Wednesday Reminder 
 

Just a reminder that on Wednesdays, the 
Simpson Co. FSA Office is closed until noon 
in order to process contracts, applications and 
payments.  
 

Contact Us 
 
If you have any questions or want to know 
more about any of our programs and 
eligibility, please stop by the office at 1300 
Bluegrass Rd STE B (Young Bullington 
Office Complex).  We are next to Dr. 
Buckner.   
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In 1940 the Kentucky General 
Assembly passed legislation which 
allowed local farmers to establish 
conservation districts. The Simpson 
County Conservation District was 
formed on June 16, 1949 under the 
Kentucky Revised Statutes. There has 
been a conservation district in every 
county in Kentucky since 1954. The 
Simpson County District is authorized 
to undertake, sponsor or participate in 
projects, activities and programs 
which promote the conservation, 
development and wise use of the land, 
water, trees and other related natural 
resources in Simpson County. The 
District is funded by the Simpson 
County Fiscal Court and its programs 
are funded by several grants it 
receives.  
 
The District works closely with USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and the state Division of 
Conservation. Assistance is available for 
engineering, soil capability and land use 
maps, and on-site discussion of natural 
resource problems and solutions. Gary 
Lillard (NRCS) provides technical 
assistance to the District.  Marsha 
Marklin is a part-time employee of the 
District. The office is shared with the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
next to the Farm Service Agency office 
at 1300 Bluegrass Road. 
 
The Simpson County Conservation 
District is governed by a seven 
member Board of Supervisors. 
Johnny Robbins is Chairman of the 
Board. Other supervisors include 
Larry Gomer, Vice Chairman, Eddie 
Markham Secretary-Treasurer and 
Bruce Akin, Joe Cushenberry, 
Buster Estes, and Taylor Lanham. 
Board meetings are open to the 
public on the first Monday night of 
each month. 
 
 
 
 
DEAD ANIMAL REMOVAL 
GRANT 
The District received a grant from the 
State Division of Conservation to fund 
dead animal removal in the county until 
June 30, 2006. The Simpson County 
Fiscal Court provided matching funds 
for the grant. Farmers can call Griffin 
Industries at 800-452-3092 and they will 
come and pick up dead animals at no 
cost to the farmer.  
 

STATE AND FEDERAL COST-
SHARING 
Each year under the Federal 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) applications for cost share are 
accepted to provide assistance to livestock-
related natural resource concerns.  In 2005 
four applications were received and none 
were approved.  There was a record $9 
million dollars available this year under the 
Kentucky Soil Erosion and Water Quality 
Cost Share Programs. The program was 
created to help agricultural operations 
protect the state’s soil and water resources. 
Most programs involved 75% cost-sharing 
by the state with a maximum of $7500. 
Examples of practices available include 
filter strips,  rotational grazing systems,  
animal waste utilization, stream crossing, 
agricultural waste control facilities, and 
riparian area protection. Cost-sharing for 
fencing cattle away from streams or ponds 
is available as part of some of these 
programs. This spring 18 Simpson County 
farmers were approved for state cost 
sharing under this program. 
 
AERWAY RENTAL 
The Simpson County Conservation District 
has an “AerWay” that the District 
purchased to rent to farmers. Most farmers 
have found that the AerWay is a piece of 
equipment that is very useful but too 
expensive to own.  The District rents it to 
farmers for $50/day. The AerWay is a 
ground driven, rolling tined 
aerator/cultivator used to eliminate 
compaction and to increase the water 
holding capacity of the soil. It is generally 
used on pasture, alfalfa hay, and on no-till 
corn ground.   
 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER  
Each year the Simpson County 
Conservation District awards a $1000 
scholarship to a graduating Franklin-
Simpson Senior entering college in the 
fall of 2005. Students must plan to 
obtain a degree in agriculture or a 
related natural resource field. Jennifer 
Jones daughter of Randy and Melinda 
Jones received the scholarship this 
year.  
 
WHIP and WRP 
In 2005 one application was received 
for WHIP and none was approved.  
The Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) 
is a voluntary program that provides 
technical and financial assistance to 
eligible landowners to address 
wetland, wildlife habitat, soil, water, 
and related natural resource concerns 
on private lands in an  

environmentally beneficial and cost-
effective manner.  The natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
administers the program. Currently there 
are two applications to be evaluated for 
WRP in Simpson County 
 
CONSERVATION ART CONTEST  
In Cooperation with the Courier Journal 
and the Farm Bureau the District helps 
sponsor The Jim Claypool Conservation 
Art Contest. Students in grades 1-5 
compete in the art contest. This year 
there were 317 students who submitted 
art.  This year’s topic was “Kentucky’s 
Water:  My Responsibility”. The Simpson 
County Conservation District gives each 
school winner in the art contest a check 
for $30.   The District awards the second 
and third place winners at each school a 
check for $20 and $10 respectively. This 
year’s County winner was Gina Tomas a 
student at Lincoln Elementary School. 
Michael Dillon Butt was the winner at 
Simpson Elementary. 
 
CONSERVATION WRITING CONTEST  
In Cooperation with the Courier Journal 
and the Farm Bureau the District helps 
sponsor a conservation writing contest. 
This year’s topic was “Kentucky’s Water:  
My Responsibility”. The writing contest is 
for students in the 6th-12th grade. The 
Simpson County Conservation District 
awards a plaque to the county winner 
and gives a $50 check to each school 
winner. The District also awards the 
second and third place winners at each 
school $40 and $30 respectively. This 
year there were 345 Simpson County 
students who entered the writing contest.  
The county winner was Drew Tingle a 
student from Lincoln Elementary.  
Maverick Brown was the winner at the 
F-S Middle School, and the County 
runner-up.  Thomas Schueler had the top 
entry at F-S High School.   
 
TREE PROGRAM 
The Simpson County Conservation 
District in cooperation with the State 
Division of Forestry gives away about 
4000 trees each spring to the community 
and schools.   
 
AWARDS BANQUET 
The Simpson County Conservation District 
sponsors an award banquet to recognize 
winners of the various contests it sponsors 
during the year. Approximately 90 people 
attended this year’s Banquet.  
 
 


