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Signing for Entities 
To sign FSA forms for trusts, limited liability companies, cooperatives, partnerships or corporations, 
producers need a document on file at the county office saying you’re authorized to sign for the entity.  It 
could be a copy of the articles of partnership or articles of corporation or a valid power of attorney.  
You also have to know how you’re supposed to sign. In almost all instances, when you are signing for an 
entity, your signature has to include “by” or “for,” indicating you’re signing in a representative capacity. 
Remember, if you’ve established an entity for your operation, you can no longer sign forms and contracts 
as yourself.  When you have signing authority for an entity, you have to sign forms on behalf of the 
entity. 
If you have questions about the proper way to sign forms and contracts for your entity, contact the county 
office staff.  We can review the records and help determine the acceptable signature for your situation. 
 
NAP Coverage 
Producers with 2007 NAP coverage must remember to complete the following to qualify for benefits: 
 
 Timely file acreage reports and keep track of harvested production using acceptable methods. For 

example, bale weights or other means of determining quantities of hay are required. 
 

File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of when a loss is apparent, due to drought, hail, etc.   For low yield 
claims, such as drought, when you have not harvested or harvested only a portion of your acreage, you 
must file the notice of loss the earlier of: 15 calendar days after you have completed harvesting, 15 
calendar days after the damaging weather, or 15 calendar days after the normal harvest date.  That would 
make October 30, 2007 the last day to report your native or improved grass hay loss (if you did not cut 
any hay,) or native or improved grazing losses, to be eligible for a NAP payment.   
 
Loan Deficiency Payment Information 
Remember to file CCC-633 EZ before harvesting or selling crops to maintain beneficial interest.  Page 1 
of the EZ form must be signed by the producer before beneficial interest in the commodity is lost.  Once 
the beneficial interest is lost the commodity is ineligible for an LDP.  All  producers are encouraged to 



sign the form every crop year, before harvest.  Check at the Niobrara County FSA office to be sure that 
you have signed the form.  At this time the LDP rates are too low for payment, but this could change.  Be 
prepared. 
   
Measurement Service Rates 
FSA provides a number of measurement services for our producers.  This includes verifying crops and 
disaster conditions and acreages, measuring or sampling farm stored grains and other commodity crops, 
and verifying crops for late-filed crop reports.  The cost of this service has changed.  It is now $30 for 
the basic farm fee and $16 for the first hour and $8 for every 30 minutes after the first hour, with a 
minimum of 1 hour charged. 
 
Reasonable Accommodations 
Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision 
impairment or hearing impairment. If special accommodations are required, please call the Farm Service 
Agency county office staff, and we will be happy to make any arrangements that are necessary. 
 
DCP and CRP Cover Maintenance 
You are required to maintain your Conservation Reserve Program and Direct & Counter-Cyclical 
Program acres.  All enrolled acres must be protected from erosion and weeds must be controlled.  This 
includes fallow land with base history. 
For CRP, take control measures outside of the primary nesting season. Please keep in mind mowing for 
cosmetic purpose is prohibited. That is why it is important to review your conservation plan and talk to 
NRCS if you think undesirable plant species are invading your CRP land. 
 
Agents Need Signed Statement 
Private crop insurance company representatives will now be required to produce a signed statement from 
you, the producer, when requesting map photocopies and acreage reports (FSA-578) from the Farm 
Service Agency. The statement must specify the crop year and the related documents that you want 
reproduced for the insurance agent.   
Insurance agents will be required to pay $1.00 per map photocopy and $ .20 per printed page for acreage 
documents. County offices are not responsible for mailing copies to private crop insurance company 
representatives. Loss adjusters can request photocopies of maps and printed documents by submitting 
forms FSA-426 or FSA-426-A. 
 
Payment Limits 
USDA payments and benefits are subject to producer eligibility and limitation provisions as defined by 
law. It is the producer’s responsibility to report changes in the farming operation which may affect 
payment eligibility and payment limitation.  Failure to do so can result in ineligibility for payments for all 
years affected. 
 
The following payments apply to DCP for each contract year through both direct and counter-cyclical 
payments. For all covered commodities, except peanuts: $40,000 for direct payments and $65,000 for 
counter-cyclical payments. For Peanuts: $40,000 for direct payments and $65,000 for counter-cyclical 
payments. The Environmental Quality Incentive Program has a $450,000 payment limitation total for 
fiscal years 2002 – 2007. The Conservation Reserve Programs annual limit is $50,000 per person.  
Marketing loan gains payment limit of $75,000 per person. 
 
Entities such as corporations, limited partnerships, trusts and estates are required to provide names, 
addresses, and ID numbers of their members. 
 
Farmer’s Choice of Administrative County 
 
Until recently the County Administrative office for program participants was basically the county office 
in which the principal farm operator resided.  Now a change in a farm’s administrative county may be 



permitted without completing a farm combination in the receiving county, if the producer documents that 
the changed administrative County Office is significantly more convenient.  Changing an administrative 
County Office because of convenience is a one time selection (for the current operator) and will not be 
used to evade program rules. 
 
Those who use the convenience method will still be able to vote for county committee candidates running 
for county committee in their original county’s Local Administrative Area, however they will not be 
permitted to be a candidate for that county’s committee. 
 
A farm transfer can be initiated by the farm’s operator or owner or the receiving or transferring county 
committee.  All owners and operator must sign a FSA-179, TRANSFER OF FARM RECORDS 
BETWEEN COUNTIES. 
 
Loans for Socially Disadvantaged 
 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can make and guarantee loans to socially disadvantaged 
applicants to buy and operate family size farms and ranches. Funds specifically for these loans 
are reserved each year. A socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher is one of a group whose 
members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as 
members of the group without regard to their individual qualities.  For purposes of this program, 
socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan 
Natives, Hispanics, and Asians and Pacific Islanders.  Contact your local FSA Farm Loan 
Manager or Officer for more details and assistance in applying. 
 
DCP Enrollment Deadline Extension 
 
Because of issues related to the performance of the new WEB based system and due to increased 
workload, the deadline to enroll DCP contracts has been extended to August 3, 2007.  There is a late filed 
fee of $100 per farm for producers who miss the August 3 deadline.  Late filed applications will be 
accepted on or before September 28, 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 

NIOBRARA CONSERVATION DISTRICT NOTES… 
 

BUDGET HEARING  
The Niobrara Conservation District is having the budget hearing on July 18th at 8 a.m. at the USDA 
Service Center.  
 

August Meeting 
Due to the County Fair, the Niobrara Conservation District Board meeting has been rescheduled for 
August 7th at 8 a.m.  
 

Accepting Tree Orders for Spring 2008  
NCD is accepting orders for trees for this coming year. Order early for the best selection. Windbreak 
designs are available and the cost share deadline to be signed up is October 1st.  
 



HHW Waste Collection   
Household Hazardous Waste Collection day was on June 7th. Forty-three cars came through the line and 
dropped off mostly paint and oil. We did get batteries and some other old treasures. Thanks to Jordan 
Automotive, Lola ZumBrunnen and Interstate Batteries the oil, paint and batteries have been recycled and 
saved the incineration fees. Thank you to Fred Thomas, the Town of Lusk and Cory Wilcox for your extra 
efforts – Heidi, Dale and Lisa appreciated it very much!   

 
CONGRATUALTIONS TO SANDRA JOHNSON AND LAURIE WASSERBURGER FOR 

BEING NAMED THE WYOMING AG IN THE CLASSROOM TEACHERS OF THE 
YEAR! EXCELLENT JOB LADIES! WE ARE GLAD TO HAVE YOU ON OUR TEAM!  

 
 
 NRCS DEADLINE 
October 1, 2007 is the deadline for EQIP signup.  Livestock water, irrigation and other practices are 
eligible for cost share.  Please note that this is a new date and contact NRCS for more information.   
 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Niobrara County FSA Office 
905 South Main 
P.O. Box 720 
Lusk, WY 82225 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 

August 1 Deadline to submit COC 
nomination forms 

August 1 Final date to request farm 
reconstitutions for 2007 

October 30 Final data to report notice of 
loss NAP forage and grazing. 

December 1 Last day to purchase NAP 
insurance for  
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