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2007 Disaster Assistance





Many areas of the country have experienced the wrath of Mother Nature during the past couple of years.  From the devastating impact of hurricane Katrina to extreme heat and drought, many farmers and ranchers need help.  That help could soon be received on the farm. 





There are several disaster programs that were authorized by the Agricultural Assistance Act of 2007.  The following is a summary of those programs offered under the recent legislation.








Crop Disaster Program (CDP)





The program covers quantity and quality losses from natural disasters and related conditions, that occurred in 2005, 2006 and 2007 if the crop was planted before February 28, 2007, or in the case of prevented planting, would have been planted before February 28, 2007.


Producers who incurred qualifying losses in 2005, 2006, or 2007 must choose only one year to receive benefits.


Producers may apply for benefits for losses to multiple crops as long as the losses occurred in the same crop year.


Only producers who obtained crop insurance coverage or coverage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the year of loss will be eligible for assistance.


Quantity losses must be in excess of 35 percent to be eligible. The payment rate is set at 42 percent of the established price.


Assistance, together with any crop insurance or NAP payment received for the same crop and including the value of the crop production not lost, must not exceed 95 percent of the total value of the crop


        absent the disaster.








FSA Farm Loans





The Farm Service Agency makes both direct and guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans to family-sized farmers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank, Farm Credit System institution or other lender. FSA loans can be used to purchase land, livestock, equipment, feed, seed and supplies. The loans can also be used to construct buildings or make farm improvements. If you are having trouble getting commercial credit, check with FSA county office staff about loan eligibility, as well as maximum loan amounts, rates, term and use of proceeds.





Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 








ECP provides emergency funding and technical assistance for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disasters and for carrying out emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe drought.


Each County Committee will determine land eligibility based on on-site inspections of damage, taking into account the type and extent of damage. 


For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if untreated, would:


impair or endanger the land;


materially affect the land's productive capacity;


represent unusual damage which, except for wind erosion, is not the type likely to recur frequently in the same area; and


be so costly to repair that Federal assistance is or will be required to return the land to productive agricultural use.


Producers should check with county office staff regarding ECP sign-up periods, which are set by the County Committee.  


ECP funding is subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions.











Other enrollment dates and additional provisions will be announced as soon as FSA receives them.





MILC-X Program Continues








On May 25, 2007, the President signed legislation that provides, among other things, the continuation of MILCX program benefits through September 30, 2007.





The Farm Service Agency’s Milk Income Loss Contract Program (MILC) compensates dairy producers when domestic milk prices fall below a specified level, and the extended program period is called MILCX. 





Eligible dairy producers are those who, beginning Dec. 1, 2001, through Sept. 30, 2007: Commercially produced and marketed cow milk in the United States; or produced milk in the United States and commercially marketed the milk outside the United States.





The minor programmatic change required by the May legislation will not require another signup.  The price shortfall percentage for the payment calculation increased from 0 to 34 percent, which makes the Sept. 2007 payment rate calculation consistent for all other months in FY06 and FY07.  MILCX payments to program participants with an approved CCC-580X will continue from the designated production start month selected by the dairy operator, and run through September 30, 2007.  All other program provisions remain the same.











NAP Coverage





The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) was designed to reduce financial losses that occur when natural disasters cause a catastrophic loss of production or prevented planting of an eligible crop by providing coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance. Statute limits NAP to each commercial crop or agricultural commodity, except livestock, for which CAT is not available.  





The application deadline date for the 2008 NAP coverage for Mums and Aquaculture is:           September 01, 2007.  





Producers who already have coverage on 2007 NAP crops may choose to continue coverage on the same crop or crops for 2008, if the applicable service fee is submitted by the application closing date. A new CCC-471, application for coverage is not required to be signed when applying for continuous coverage of the same crop or crops.





Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or delete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage or changing crop shares must file a new CCC-471 with signatures and pay the applicable service fee.





Producers with 2007 NAP coverage must remember to complete the following to qualify for benefits:








File acreage reports timely and keep track of harvested production using acceptable methods. For example, bale weights or other means of determining quantities of hay are required.�


File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of when a loss is apparent, due to drought, hail, etc.  





For more information on NAP coverage please contact your nearest Farm Service Agency office.











e-Forms





Producers with Internet access can fill out and print a variety of FSA paper forms at home. 





Producers are encouraged to register for secure electronic access that will allow you to e-file (electronically sign and transmit) some forms directly to the county office staff.





To sign and transmit forms electronically, you must sign up and get a user name and password. To sign up in person, visit the county 


office and complete form AD-2016. The staff 


will verify your identity and enter your information into the system. You will receive a letter with your temporary ID. You will be sent a second letter with your temporary password and instructions on how to activate your account. You then go to the Activation Web site and select a permanent ID and password.





Submitting an e-Form is convenient. You can access information anytime day or night seven days a week. It's also faster. Forms and applications can be submitted and received in the county office in a matter of minutes, not days or weeks.�








Reasonable Accommodations





Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing impairment. If special accommodations are required, please call the Farm Service Agency county office staff, and we will be happy to make any arrangements that are necessary.











FarmLink Program Links Farm Owners to Farm Seekers





If you own farmland or are looking for land to farm, the CT Department of Agriculture has the CT FarmLink program. Services are available for new farmers, apprenticeship training opportunities, farm transfer and estate planning, relocating farmers, farmers expanding on any existing farm, farm partnerships, farm leasing, and financing opportunities. The process involves submitting an application with a description of your farm or your needs for farmland. For an application contact Jane Slupecki at


860-713-2588 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:jane.slupecki@ct.gov" ��jane.slupecki@ct.gov�, or visit


farmlink.uconn.edu.











Preventing Fraud





The Farm Service Agency has joined with the Risk Management Agency to prevent fraud, waste and abuse in the Federal Crop Insurance Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, assist RMA and insurance providers by monitoring crop conditions throughout the growing season. In addition, FSA will refer all suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse to RMA














Controlled Substances





Program participants convicted under federal or state law of any planting, cultivating, growing, producing, harvesting or storing a controlled substance are ineligible for program payments and benefis.





If convicted of one of these offensives, the program participant shall be ineligible during that crop year and the four succeeding crop years for direct and counter-cyclical payments, price support loans, loan deficiency payments, market loan gains, storage payments, farm facility loans, Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program payments or disaster payments.


Program participants convicted of any federa, or state offense consisting of the distribution (trafficking) of a controlled substance shall, at the discretion of the court, be ineligible for any or all program payments and benefits:





For up to 5 years after the first conviction


For up to 10 years after the second conviction


Permanently for a third or subsequent conviction





Program participants convicted of federal or state offense for the possession of a controlled substance shall be ineligible, at the discretion of the court, for any or all program benefits, as follows:





Up to one year upon the first conviction





Up to 5 years after a second or subsequent conviction.














Dates to Remember�
�
08/03/2007�
Deadline for DCP Sign-Up�
�
�
�
�
09/01/2007�
2008 NAP Coverage Deadline for Mums and Aquaculture�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Continuing�
Sign up under CREP or Continuous Sign Up programs�
�






                      Visit our Web site: 


                   � HYPERLINK "http://www.fsa.usda/ct" ��http://www.fsa.usda/ct�











Selected Interest Rates for


August  2007�
�
90-Day Treasury Bill�
Please�
�
Farm Operating Loans — Direct�
Call�
�
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct�
For �
�
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher�
Current�
�
Emergency Loans�
Rates�
�
Farm Storage Facility Loans�
5.00%�
�
Sugar Storage Facility Loans�
5.250%�
�
Commodity Loans 1996-Present�
6.00%�
�
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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