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December 8, 2006

Northampton County News

COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS

The Northampton County FSA Office conducted the election process for LAA-2 (Jackson, Lasker,
Woodland, Rich Square, and Potecasi townships ) and the ballots were counted on December 7.
Congratulations to Phillip Ricks for being selected as the new member of the Northampton County Farm
Service Agency County Committee. Phillip grows cotton and soybeans. We are confident that Phillip will
serve the farmers of Northampton County well and we look forward to working with him.

Sandra Flythe was elected as 1% alternate to the County Committee, Donny Lassiter as 2™ alternate, and
Adam Lassiter as 3" alternate. We would like to thank Sandra, Donny, and Adam for being willing to serve.

CUSTOMER STATEMENT

December conjures thoughts about the end of the tax year. Producers who have signed up for a USDA
eAuthentication Level 2 account have the ability to view their Customer Statement.
The Customer Statement combines a wide range of information about a producer’s USDA services and
program activities in a single report that’s available online, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Viewing your Customer Statement requires the use of a user ID and password. Here is how to get started.
Using the Internet to get a USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account:
1. From your Internet browser go to the USDA eAuthentication site at:
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/eauthCreate Account.html.
2. Follow the steps described to request a Level 2 account.
Fill out the online registration form.
Create a user ID and password.
Respond to the confirmation e-mail the system sends to you.

Activation Process:

1. Bring your official identification (state ID, state driver’s license, military 1D or passport) to the FSA county
office.

2.Ask to see a Local Registration Authority (LRA) — a county office employee who can verify your identity
and activate your USDA eAuthentication account.

Login to Your USDA Customer Statement: Use your Internet browser to locate the Customer Statement

site at http://CustomerStatement.usda.gov.

1. Click the 'Login' button on the homepage menu bar.

2. Enter your USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account user ID and password on the USDA (security) login
screen.

3.0n your first visit to the Customer Statement, you will be assigned a unique USDA ID, and a default profile
for your Customer Statement will be created. You may print out a page with your USDA ID from the
Customer Statement on the left navigation menu.

Customer Statement Contents: The information in the statement is supplied by USDA agencies. The

graphic of the Customer Statement shows the summary information initially presented when you login to the

Customer Statement. It is a consolidation of all of your customer information.

If your payments do not show up when you first login, click on “Customer Statement” under “Statement

Features” in the left column. Your payments should then appear.

By selecting links on the summary page, you can review the detail data and source information for each
section. The links will take you to either another window within the Customer Statement that displays more
information about an item in the summary, or it will take you to the application that supplied the section data
for additional questions. In many cases, detail data opens in another browser window. Close the new window
to return to Customer Statement.
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Source links at the bottom of each section are provided to allow easy follow up with USDA personnel. If no contact information is provided,
click the "Contact Us" tab or phone the county office.

To protect your identity, the Customer Statement does not show your Social Security number or Taxpayer ID. Instead, your information is
linked to your USDA ID. Your USDA ID is created the first time you login. In the future, your USDA ID will enable you to share your
Customer Statement information with anyone you choose without the risks associated with sharing your social security number or your USDA
eAuthentication Level 2 user ID and password.

LOANS FOR BEGINNING AND SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS

FSA is authorized to assist beginning farmers and or members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a
person whom:

= Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years

= Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

= Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored by FSA
= Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size.

Each member of an entity must meet the eligibility requirements. Loan approval is not guaranteed. Socially disadvantaged groups are
Hispanics, American Indians, African Americans, Asians, Pacific Islanders and women.

DATES TO REMEMBER

The County Office will be closed for the following holidays:

% December 25" — Christmas Day
% January 1" — New Years Day
% January 15" — Martin Luther King Holiday
Outreach

The Farm Service Agency is committed to informing all persons of the programs that it administers. As part of the Outreach Plan for the
Northampton County FSA Office, the County Executive Director will be available to speak to groups upon request. You may contact this
office at 252-534-5331.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, religion, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all of part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-5964 (TDD). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and emplover.




