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Phone: 785-877-5156

FAX: 785-877-2286
www.fsa.usda.gov
Hours

Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. -4:30 p.m.

County Committee
Don Lowry, Chairperson

Marion Otter

Ivan Kingham
County Committee meets
3rd Wednesday of the month
Office Staff:
Vesta Hobbs, CED
Charlene Weskamp

Denise Schmitz-Deetllefs

Lisa Rhodes

Sheila Engel

John Vogt, FL Manager

Bob Dean, FLO

Susan Hillebrand

Nancy Hager

Field Staff:
Clarence Wetter
Rebecca Wetter

Darrel Barnett
Advance Payments For 2007 DCP Contracts
Advance Direct Payments will only be 22 percent of the total payment for 2007.  

Counter-Cylical (CC) payments are based on the market price.  The first advance CC payment will not be earned because the market prices exceed the guaranteed price.  The next possible advance payment for CC will be 40% due in March, 2007.  
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Farm Storage Facility Loan Program





Producers may request loans to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities at the FSA office.  These FSFL loans have a 7 year term with annual payments amortized over the term of the loan.  The maximum principal loan amount is 85% of the net cost not to exceed $100,000.  If interested, contact the office for more information.  Interest rate for November is 4.625%





Changes in Land or Entities





You need to notify the FSA office right away if you have a change in land you own or operate.   When deeds are changed, you need to provide a copy to this office.  


Waiting to tell us about changes, can hold up completion of signups and making payments.


We also need changes in entities i.e. Estates, Trusts, members of a Corporation, or Partnerships.  We also need current Minutes from Corporations and LLC’s so we can determine when there is a change of officers, signature authority and Shares.













































































2007 Program Review





All counties in the Farm Service Agency are to complete a review of program operations to ensure forms are properly completed.  The counties must make sure the required forms are on file and that signature requirements are met by February 1, 2007.  


We will be checking 2006 records for Payment Limitation, Power of Attorney forms, Signature authorizations, Direct/Counter Cyclical (DCP) payments, Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP), Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP’s) and grain loans under the Price Support Program.


In the past years, we have had a lot of changes in our program operations and in the way we are required to implement them.  Some Administrative Compliance items have been missed during this heavy workload.  


There is a legal and proper way to sign for entities and as an Agent with a Power of Attorney.  We will be sending out forms that may be revised so they are completed correctly or requesting you sign again as the signature on the form was incorrect.  If you do not send these back with correct signatures, we will be sending them back to your again.


In order to assure everyone’s records have been reviewed, all eligibility flags showing your compliance with FSA procedure have been removed. These flags will be reset once a review is completed and we have all the correct documentation.  This means payments may be delayed until this process is completed.





Plan of Action


We will give priority to Producers who wish to receive advance payments in December, 2006. These producers should signup in the DCP program at this time.   Starting in February, 2007, we will signup producers who wish to have advance payments in the 2007 fiscal year.  We are asking producers to delay giving acreage reports until February, 2007.  


We request that producers understand and work with us so we can get everyone’s eligibility updated and make payments timely.  














2007 COC Elections


LAA 3 – West 1/3 of Norton County


 


    Our deepest appreciation to Marion Otter for serving on the County Committee from 1997 to 2006. Marion is not eligible to run for another term.  We will be electing a new county committee-person from the LAA 3 area which is people who live in the West 1/3 of  


Norton  Co.


    Our sincere thanks to Beverely Miller who is completing her 9th and final eligible year as an advisor to the county committee.  Advisors do not vote but give advice and protect interests of socially disadvantaged and under-represented groups.


    We are reminding eligible voters in LAA 3 to vote.  Ballots must be mailed by December 4, 2006.  We have 3 excellent candidates running:


Dennis Leichliter


Beverely Miller


Leslie Ward





Non-Insured Assistance Program





The deadline to purchase NAP insurance for 2007, is December 1, 2006 for Grass for hay or grazing, Alfalfa and Oats for forage.  March 15, 2007 is the final date to apply for Sorghum Cane for forage or grazing.


Remember, Dual-Purpose Sorghum and other Sorghum crops intended for silage may be eligible for Federal Crop Insurance and are not eligible for NAP.  You should check with your local agent for more information.  


For producers who have 2006 NAP crops, you need to provide production and bale weights to update your Actual Production History or backup loss claims that were filed within 15 days from the date a loss was apparent.  





�Merry Christmas and a 


Happy New Year 


from all the staff at FSA
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Dates to Remember�
�



December 1, 06�
Purchase NAP policy for 2007  grass graze and forage, alfalfa, and oats�
�
March 31, 07�
Final date to obtain loans and LDP’s on 2006 Wheat, Small grains�
�



June 1, 2007�
Signup ends for 2007 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment Program without a late fee.�
�



June 1, 2007�
Report acres for Fall seeded and small grain crops, alfalfa and CRP�
�
May 31, 2007�
Final date to obtain loans and LDP’s on 2006 Feed Grains.�
�



August 1, 2007�
Final date to report spring seeded crops on total cropland.�
�
Holidays Office Closed�
December 25, Christmas Day


Jan 1, New Years Day


Jan 15, Martin Luther King Jr 


Feb 19, Geo. Washington�
�



Visit our Web site at: www.fsa.usda.gov





The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).��To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.�








Increase In Measurement 


Service Fees





Measurement service fees are charged to recover the County Office cost to perform the service.  On-site visits include:   measuring crops after planting, staking and referencing acres to be planted, verifying crops and disaster acreage, measuring or sampling farm stored commodities and late-filed. The fees have increased to cover costs.


The mandatory rate is a basic farm fee of $30, plus a minimum of 1 hour of $16.  The cost after that is $8 for every 30 minutes over one hour. Charges are per farm and/or bin site.


Producers requesting a measurement service completed in the County Office using digital imagery, the Basic Farm Fee is $15 plus $16 for a minimum of one hour and $8 for every 30 minutes over one hour, per farm.





Sodbusting, Purchased Land





Prior to breaking any acreage including expired Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres and before planting a crop on newly purchased or rented acreage, check the Conservation Plan of Operation (CPO).  Planting crops on land without an approved CPO can cause a loss of all USDA benefits on all acreage owned and operated.  Form AD-1026 must be approved by the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS).























Emergency Loans Available





Farmers in Norton, Decatur, Rawlins and Phillips County who suffered crop or livestock losses because of natural disasters, may now apply for Farm Service Agency (FSA) low interest emergency loans.  Applications for assistance will be accepted by FSA until June 12, 2007.  


FSA loans covering production losses may be used to buy feed, seed, fertilizer, livestock or to make payments on real estate and chattel debts.  


Farmers who suffered at least a 30 percent reduction to at least one cropping enterprise, may have a qualifying loss.  Make applications at the Norton County FSA office in Norton between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.
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